Canada hits 
back at US 
law on Cuba 


David Crary in Toronto 


N A swipe at American trndle pel 
icy, he Canadian government in- 
truduced a bill (lıis werk to blunt 
the effecls of [Inited Stites legiskte 
Won dined at pushing feign 
computes uclive in Cub, 
Exprcteel to win easy pins 
parlinment, thu bill takes «| 
ut the Helns-Bı 
lhe US Congress ۷ 
pd iu kw by President € 
ler Helms-lHurlon 
flee in tbe US û 
wl 


Mr 


SM irae turing Hie 
tig, Dreeutives ol rh 1 
il lel irom hr ls 

Unal i o ul the kul Mur. | 
i invodots in tul, 1 

Loto eel itin  cetoptuly, | 
Sheri Luernalional, Bits becun’ 
le firs target of e visa-ban provi- 
sion of Helins-Burtonn. 

The legiSation intrhiced on 
Monday stipules that Carracla will 
nol recognise cirt riin inne 
iı drcordance wil Helms burton 
aril wil nol helper collect jibe tts is. 
suerl against Canadian firmus. Tre bill 
wuld allaw Canadian firms tw fil’ 
cCuUnlersuits AguinSt Ciannelian val: 
sidiaries ol Ub firms Hit tuk’ Us 
of Helms- Burton lu jnırsu.: daniagı 

The bill would als make it pessi- 
ble for the Canadian government Ic 
fine Canatlian firms tha kuuckk 
under to the provisions of the 
Helnıs-Burton law. 

Canadla has been joined by Mex: 
ice and western Europe in viyor- 
ously opposing the US legislation. 
The uproar appearecl to be a factor 
in Mr Clinton's decision in July to 
waive the lawsuit provision of 
Helms-Burton until after the No- 
vember presidential election. — AP 
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Izetbegovic may lose out through Serb manipulation of the vute 


Hardliners battle it out in 


Bosnia’s historic election 


nore regimenled. Serb iruuul WAS 
ceslimatecl as 7U per cent. 

Another damaging factor for Mr 
lzelbegovir was the high inciclence 
of spoilt ballot papers in the Muslin 
Croat fedlemiion. The federation bal- 
lot paper presented lists of both 
Muslim and Croat candidates. Elec- 
tion monilors said "large numbers" 
of voters had ticked candidates in 
both lists, spoiling the ballot. 

‘You take all these factors alto- 
gether, and I would say Izetbegovic 
is in trouble,” said a veteran UN 
observer. 

With 38 of 109 municipalities re- 
porting, Mr lzetbegovic had 185,368 
votes to 121,391 for Mr Krajisnik, 
the Organisation for Security and 
Co-operation in Europe said. 

On Sunday Western governments 
and Nato commanders welcomed 
the peaceful conduct of thie historic 
elections, but even as vote-counting 
got under way, controversy broke 
out over the fairness of the poll and 
the validity of the resuiiis. 

President Clinlon praised the 
election, but said the task of build- 
ing clemocracy was not finished and 
thal the US would (lo its part to 
help. “Our commitment to Hosrin 
docs not enc with these elections," 
he said. 

Richurd Hulbruoke, the US diplo- 
mal wlto brokervd last year’s Day- 
lon peuce accord, annuınced Lhat 
ihe US would lead a postclection 
diplomat effort lo maintain the 


° path lo peace, including a mecling 


in Paris this month between Prosi- 
cent lzetbeguvie and Serbia's presi- 
dem, Slobufan Milosevic. 


Comment, page 12 
Washington Post, page 15 


ing lad been cunductetl properly in 
97 per cent of polling staions ancl 
there were no major irregularities, 
But he expressed concern about lhe 
secessionist rhetoric used during 
the campaign and recanımendcd 
that certification of the elections 
should be withheld until the Bos- 
nian Serb leadership renounced its 
separatist aspirations. 

The Washington-based Interna- 
tional Crisis Group, which is help- 
ing to monitor the elections, called 
the conduct of the vote into ques- 
tion, accusing Serb authorities of 
herding Bosnian Serb refugees in 
Yugoslavia over the border to vote 
in Bosnia, on pain of losing their 
refugee status, 

The IGC added: "Against this 
background of adverse conditions, 
clectoral engineering and disenfran- 
chisement, these elections cannot 
be described as free, fair or demo- 
cratic." 2 5 

About 1.4 million Muslims were 
eligible to vote, compared with 
900,000 Serbs. But only about a mil- 
Ilon Muslims were in a pusition to 
vote for Mr Izetbegovic or other 
Muslim candidates. The remaining 
400,00 were registered in the “Re- 
publlka Srpska” (the 49 per cent of 
Bosnia under Serb conlrul), and xo 
— munder the electoral rules — 
vould only vote for a Serb. 

Major Simon Haselock, an I-Fur 
spokesman, sii only 20,000 mainly- 
Muslin voters had crossed the Hune 
to vote in thelr prewar districts in 
Serb areas — about 14 per cent uf 
those eslimatetl to be eligible. 

A Uniled Nations official aniel {hat 
while the turnout among Muslims 
was thought 10 have been 60 per 
cent, Ihe Bosnian Serbs had bevn 


Jullan Borger in Sarajevo 


OSNIA'S first elections after 
E a 43-month war scemecl set 

on Tuesday to hand victory 
to communal hardliners — leaving 
rival moderates far behind. 

In vote counting for the top job in 
a joint Bosnian presidency, hardline 
Serb nationalist Momcilo Krajisnik 
was making big gains on the Muslim 
president, Alija Izetbegovic, accord- 
ing to unofficial election tallies, 

As internationally supervised 
counting continued into Tuesday, 
there were clear signs that Mr 
Izetbegovic's electoral advantage as 
head of Bosnia's Muslim majority 
had been significantly eroded by 
the combination of a fairly low Mus- 
lim turnout, a large number of spoilt 
ballots and the successful nıgnipula- 
tion of the Serb electorate by its sep- 
aratist leadership. 

Most observers believe tliat Mr 
Izetbegovic's party, the SDA, would 
refuse to accept Mr Krajisnik, the 


. leading Bosnian Serb caıtdidate, in 


the role of chairman of the three 
man presidency. The SDA accuses 
Mr Krajisnik of nıaslerminding eth- 
nic cleansing. Under present rules, 
Mir Krajisnik woultl become Hos 
niu's leader for two ycars, 

‘The SDA has already prepared 
ihe ground for a boycott of tle re- 
sıllla by a pulling clay anrounce- 
ment thal il considered the vole on 
Serb terrilory invalid becuuse of al- 
legedl widespread irregularities. SDA 
noncvoperation would iritger a 
pust-election crisis, selling back the 
timetable for crealing power-sharing 
institulions on the back uf the poll. 

The chief election monitor, Ed 
van Thijn, snid on Monday that vut- 
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Switzerland 
agrees to 
gold inquiry 


Richard Norton-Taylor 


HE Swiss government this 

week responded to growing 
international pressure by agree- 
ing to an official inquiry into the 
whereabouts of Nazi gold and 
Jewislı assets deposited in Swiss 
bank accounts, 

It backed a bill that would set 
up a commission of historians, 
lawyers, and financinl experts 
told to penetrate lhe country’s 
bunk secrecy lnws. “The investi- 
gution wil cover the lost or 
stolen assets of victims of 
National Socluliam [Nazism] as 
well as Nazi assets broughl into 
Switzerland," a cabinet ntale- 
ment sail, 

Flavio Calli, the Swiss foreign 

. minister — who wus ue lo meel 
| the UK Foreign Secretary, 

Malcolm Rifkind, in Zurich on 
| Wednesclay — sald Switzerland 

wag prepared to investigıle what 
, he called “this chapter in its 
' recent history", 

He added tnt the Swiss ttu- 

, thorities had already “dealt in- 
` lensively with the issue of assets 
' of Nazl victims" — a reference to 
„ A1946 agreement between 
; Switzerland, Britain, France and 
| the United States. 
The British Foreign Office last 
| weck published a report show- 
ing that the Allies received only 
$58 million — just 12 per cent 
of the total amount of looted Nazi 
gold estimated to have been 
deposited in Swiss banks. The 
Foreign Office report suggested 
that Nazi gold worth nearly 
$6 billion at today's prices was 
deposited in Swias banks. 

Greville Janner, British 
Labour MP and chalrman of the 
Holocaust Educatlonal Trust, 
who met Robert Reich, chargé 
d'affaires at the Swiss embassy 
in London on Monday, said it 
seemed that “the glacier of im- 
morality is starting to melt 
through the heat of internatlonal 
pressure". Mr Janner asked the 
Swiss government to set up an 
agency to help survivora of the 
Holocauat trace thelr assests. 

A group of relatives of 
Auschwitz victims gathered out- 
side the Swiss embasay during 
the meeting. 

4n internatlonul commiitee, 
headed by Paul Volcker, former 
chairman of the US Federal 
Reserve, is separately invesllynt- 
ing dormant accounts belonging 
lo Jewish victims of the 
loilocaust. 

Newly relenscd US documents 
include 1944 intelligence inter- 
vcepls suggesting thut Swiss 
bınks “gave tremendous nanis- 
tınce to the enemy” in opera- 
tions dictated “solely by the 
profit motive of Swiss banks". 
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Clinton trades strategy for short-term gain (US presses 
ANALYSIS |g" 0 IEEE for support 


Martin Walker 
lan Blaok 


EREONE is claiming victory S PRESIDENT Bill Clinton 

0 ai a Sedam insisted on Monday that he 

authority over northern Ira a E U GRO, 
0۷ q, and with Iraq, the US defe 

left the original Gulf war coalition in liam: Coiled 


tary, Willam Perry, consulted 
Michael Portillo and Charles 
Millon, hla Britislı and French 
counterparla, in London at the 
end of a Middle Eastern tour 


disarray, But President Bill Clinton 
says that in the oikrich Gulf — 
where it matters to United States 
interests — President Saddam is 
more boxed in, and the Gulf allles 


during which Arab states and 
more secure, than ever. Turkey expressed opposition to 
That depends how one defines further American air strike 
security. Iraq's rebuilt land forces 1 th 


British officials insisted they 
stood four-squnre behind {he 
United States. 

“There don’t need to be any 
words of caution,” anld one, “We 
ngrce with the Americans on 
both the nilltnry acon and the 
political rationnle of what's becn 
happening in the Gulf." 

But the officinls ndmittedl they 
were relievecl when Washington 
stopped threatening responses 
“lisproporlonate with (he 
provocalions mude against us" 
and mude il cleur thet they dicl 
not expeel lraq to remove ul nir 
defence missiles from Ue soutli- 
ern ne-fly zone In order to avoicl 
new nlriken. 

Appctites for further US action 
are waning. Mr Perry was 
neverthcless expcctod tı nep up 
pressure un Friıcc, which inu 

refused to biwk America's tough 
stance afalnsl Sudduam Hunnein., 

Meanwhile Ira tried 1o 
forestall further US attncks by 
declaring that li would not 
rebuild the air defences bombed 


could not mount a serious attack to 
the south without being detected 
and hindered by US and allied air 
power. The speed with which the 
US was able lo deploy its second 
aircraft carrier and Stealth war- 
planes, anıd alert its roops, suggests 
the Pentagon's strategy coulkl work 
against a new Iraqi attack. 

To a US obsessed with pre- 
election opinion polls, that capabil- 
ily of enforcing its global military 
hegemony may be enough. But the 
longer-term politlcs and diplomacy 
of this notquite war suggest US 
interests could face a huge defeat. 

The implications of this crisis arte 
grim for Washington. First, the oil- 
rich Gulf allies are so fcarful of | of "dual containment” of both Iraq | irrange oil and gas deals with Iran | for its first Islamist prime minister, 
internal dissent that they would | and Iran looks increasingly futile. | ancl post-sanctions deals wilh Iraq. Turkey, Nato's southern bastion, 
rather risk their security by offend. | The European allies are nut co- Fourth, antl most serious in the | has never received nuich more than 
ing their US protector than be seen operating with sanctions against | long run, the US is risking its sec- | military hardwiıre for ils allegianve. 
to host US bombers, like Bahrain, or | Iran, and Turkey is no longer | uııd-most important alliance in the | Stalled in its applications to join the 
to welcome US Irvops, like Kuwait. prepared even to pay lip service to | region — with Turkey, Eurlier lhis | European Union, criticised by the 

Second, Sacldam Hussein is nol | its supposedly sealed border with | year, the Clinton administration ap» | US for incursions into Iraq against 
going to be toppled by the ineffec- | Iraq. Dual containment assumed | peared to have secured the strategic | Kurtlistan Workers’ Party gucrrilla 
tive destabilisation efforts mounted | the two most powerful states in the | brenkthrough of an Israeli govern. | bases, Turkey may shift from being 
by the CIA from Jordan (halted last | reglon would play their assigned | ment willing to negotiate peace with | a minor player in (he Western canıp 


k EIN 5 HEE 
۹ NS 4 AIA : RE : TR 
Kurdish children play in a mudhole in Irbil, northern Iraq, as life rcturns to normal alter the recent 
fighting. The city was taken by Massoud Barzani's Kurdish Democratic Party PHOTOUAPH JOCKEL FINCH 


year), or Kurdistan, where the Irbil | roles, forever fighting like cats in a Î the Arabs, and a Turkish govern | to a leading one in the Islamic world. Î earlier this month, 

base was overrun by Iraqi tanks. | sack, and cause no alarm to their | ment ready to reach a military al The US has shown its short-term At the weekend Mîr Perry 

After President Saddam has re- | neighbours, But the neighbours are | liance with Israel. power but not much strategic intelli- | visited Kuwait, Saudi Arabia and 

asserted his ability lo tweak the | notcomforted. But Binyamin Netanyahı's elec- | gence in a crisis that has hardly | Balırain to maintain milftnry and 

American eagle's tailfeathers, his Moreover, they and others are | tion win has made [sraeli-Arab | deterred its enemies, but has | economic pressure on [raq, and 

army is unlikely to be a fertile base | eager to trade. Witness Russia's | peace problematic, and the inability | alarmed its Arab and European | talka on Mondlay' with Turkiah 

for a coup. nuclear technology deal with Iran, j of Turkey's secular political parties | friends, and sown the sceds for | leaders produced few signs of 
Third, the underlying US strategy | or Turkish and French attempts to | to agree a coalition paved the way | more trouble to come. support. 


Commanders faulted over Saudi bomb | Apartheid killer seeks amnesty 


Bradley Graham In Washington | ci€s in the staffing and training of | The report stopped short Of | Chris MeGreal 
e | base guards and attend properly to | recommending criminal charges. Î |n Johannesburg 
GOVERNMENT report on the | other matters to improve protection. j Wayne Downing, the retired four. | ms 
June bombing of a US military But Gen Schwalier's superiors at | star army general who headed the FORMER South African police 
housing complex in Saudi Arabia | the US central command, responsi- | investigation, told reporters his colonel, once described as 
released on Monday faulted the | ble for operations in the Middle | charter had been simply to make an | apartheld's most effective assassin, 
defence departments entire com- | East, were also excoriated for not | assessment, not assign culpabilty. | accused senior police officers this 
mand structure for paying insuffi | providing him with adequate guuid- | The air force is conducting a sepa j week of ordering the murders, and 
cient attention to terrorist threats | ance and support. No senior merr | rate judicial inquiry to determine | claimed that leading politicians, in- 
and failing to do enough to protect | ber of the command ever inspected | whether courts-martial or other ac- | cluding the former president P W 
US forces in the Middle East. the security measures at Dhahran, | tion is warranted. Botha, must have known about at 
In a scathing review of the truck- | the report observed. Nor did the report shed any light | least some ofthem. 
bomb attack that killed 19 airmen The report, commissioned by | on who may have been behind the Colonel! Eugene de Kock — 
and wounded about 500 people near ,| President Bill Clinton, made clear | bombing that tore the face off an | convictedl last month on 89 charges, 
the Dhahran air base, investigators | that the structure of the US military | eight-storey building in the housing | including murder, gur-running and 
said the defence departmerits se- | operation that has evolved In Saudi | complex, which was the residence | fraud — began his revelations about 
nior leadership neglected lo issue | Arabia since the end of the 1991 | of the several thousand airmen and | the former regime's dirty tricks 
clear instructions for safeguarding | Gulf war — involving a frequent ro- | support personnel Involved in en- Î carmpalgn in the hope that his sen- 
troops and shortchanged the-issue | tation of US military personnel and | forcing a ban on fllghts by Iraqi Î tence might be cut and his chances 
of troop protection in setting budget | lack of cléar command authority | military aircraft over southern Iraq. | of an amnesty improved. 
priorities. Î among military services — con- | Defence officials sald the hunt for | : Hetold the supreme court in Pre- 
The orrscene commander, | founded attempts to safeguard the | the perpetrators of the attack is | torla lhat he had suffered night- 
Brigadier-General Terry Schwaller, | troops there. being handled by the Saudis and the Î mares and ill health because of his 
was singled out for being so focused Although US intelligence had | FBI. work as the former commander of n ' 
on preventing a car bomb from | been unable to forecast the time and The size and sophistication ofthe | police counter-insurgency unlit near + 
penetrating the Khobar Towers | place of the attack, Investigators as | attack shocked the Pentagon. A | Pretoria and as a member of a hit 
housing complex that he did not | serted that'*a considerable body of | considerably smaller car bomb had | ‘squndIn Namibia. e 
guard against a giant blast just out | evidence was available" indicating | exploded in the Saudî capital of | He told his long history of covert 
side the perimeter fence, which: ls ,İ “terrorists had the capability and | Riyadh seven months before, killing | aclivilles dating back to the Rhade- 
what occurred. . intention to target US interests in | five US service members working | alan bush war. He has made it . 
“The commander . . . did notade- | Saudi Arabia” and *Khobar Towers | at a Saudi national guard training Î known that he plans to ‘implicate ' 
quately protect his forces from a | was a potential target", The report | facility. But that was the first such | about 10 police generals and at least 
terrorist attack,” the report said. jÎ noted a serles of security warnings | terrorist attack iri Saudi Arabia, and | two former cabinet’ minlsters — 
Gen Schwaler was cited for falling | 38 well as 10 suspiclous incldents in | while security was subsequently Î Adriaan Vlok and Hernus Kriel - in . 
to move vulnerable airmen to safer .| the weeks before. the attack that, | tightened at US military sites, de- .| the hit squad operations. 
locations, Install shatterproof Mylar j “while individually insignificant, | fence officials did not fully apprecl- | ` ‘The police generals have ' lhem- 
on windows, co-ordinate sufficiently | indicated possible reconnalssance | ate how much the threat had | selves sald they will testify before 
with thé Saudis, address inadequa- and surveillance of Khobar Towers”. | changed, — Washington Post Bishop Desmond Tutus truth 


commission on apartheid-era crimes, 

De Kock, aged 47, accused Mr 
Botha of sanctioning a raid in 1985 
into Lesotho in which about 10 
African National Congress activists 
were killed. He said three police 
generals were involved in planning 
the raid. He also said three prison- 
ers in Namibia were killed on the or- 
ders of a police general. 

He admitted he was responsible 
for the murder 13 years ago of 
Zwelibanzî Nyanda, chief of the 
ANC's military wing in Lesotho and 
brather of the army's current chief 
‘of staff. De Kock sald Nyanda was 
unarmed and wounded when he 
was shot: “7 started shooting at him. 
He fell, but stood up and continued 
running — and we didn't miss when 
we shot him." He and cùlleagues 
involved in the ' operation were 
awarded medals. 

It was De Kock's second medal: 
his first was for for blowing up the 
ANÇ's office in London. 

He said he had been tırned into a 
rulhless killer while serving with 
Kocvoct, the now defunct counter 
insurgency unit of the South African 
police, wiıich combaited guerrillas 
fighting for Namibia's independence. 
` De Kock's chances of a complete ; 
amnesty are poor because {here was 
evidence during the trial that af 
though some of the murders were 
political, others were tled tû frau: 
rackets and gun-running, : ' ° 
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Briefly 


0 the early 1980s 1 investigated 
modern cults for a minor science. 
fiction magazine. The Church of 
Sciemology (Church Lhat Ron buill, 
September 8) allowed nıe to re 
search with reasonable fteetdlom. 

I found many of the theories of L 
Ron Hubbard to be convincing his 
followers to be friendly, intelligent 
and honest. Their attempis to recruit 
me were persistent but not invasive. 

However, I founcl myself asking 
why, if Dianetics was so good, were 
its theories not more widely and 
more cheaply, if not freely, available? 
Why the secrecy, hierarchy and rig- 
marole attached to the Church of 
Scientology? And why, most impor 
tantly, the personality cult around ils 
founder? I was forced to the conclr 
sion, ınainly based on the fantastic 
and improbable autobiographical de 
tail made available by Hubbard, hat 
the founder of Scientology himseli 
was a mountebank. 

Paul Thompson, 
Scone, Scotland 


N PLAYING out his role as as 
sumed worll leader, President 
Clinton may be sending sirong mes 
sages lo Sadldanı Hussein but he is 
also helping 10 creue a generalio 
of young people in the Arab wurld 
who loathe aul resent the Wesl n! 
general and American "leaderslıip” 
in particular. 
Cathy Aitchisun. 
London 


HETHER our nol lillex realy ' 
malter, lakinyg away the tilk ' 
ûf HRH Irom tbe nwlher of ihe! 
fulure king certainly gives Ihe 
appeirance af a reveneful, punislr | 
ing and vindictive itt. | 
Whatever lhe righıs atl wrongs | 
uf this particular Palace decret, 0 | 
the majority uf Lhe British people ' 
Princess Diana will ilways renal 
Ber Royal Highness. 
Duruthy 4 HE Phillips, 
San Dirge, California. USA 1 


HE utile about the bist 
abonrtl i Jajxinese «leepsed 
trawler (Svplenmber 1) leaves nie û j 
little confusel, How vun a blast € 
triggered by ù gas (reoll, Duponls 
{rale ninne lor Llueir CFC refriger 
inl xase), whıiclı is (unless 
Jiupunese have cleveloped û 
which can Illy high in lhe ozan 
layer) virlually inert? 
Simon Holmcs, 
Dachau, Germany 
® The report hat there had been 
explosion on board the trawler latê 
turned out lo be false — Editor 


HREE words of Frank Uo 
Wright, “greed pushing 
wards”, seem a fitting 
Norman Fosters proposed 
seraper, 
William Cookson, 
Editor, Agenda magazine, London 
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2 LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


Racial discrimination E ere a ken | PUA 
no extensive rebuilding programme b arriers 


a fact of life in Finland 


black, but racism in Finland is not 


even İn Sarajevu. 

O The promisel road link belween 
Gorazde and Sarajevo lias never beet 
conslruclecl, nor plans made far il. 
Conditions in Gorazde reınain ap- 
palling. 

D Sarajevo's airport has only re- 
cently been reopened for a minimal 
amount of civilian traffic while Tuzla 
airport remains closed. In conse- 
quence Bosnia is still isolatedl. 

Û Very few refugees have been 
helped to return to their homes. 

û Even the investigation of mass 
graves has been abandoned under 
pressure (rom the Pale regime. 

OQ General Mladic, an indicted war 
criminal, remains commander-in- 
clıief of the Bosnian Serb army, with 
which United Nation's Implementa- 
tion Force is in constant communi- 
cation. 

Morcover, Radovan Karaclzic's re- 
moval Irom the leadership of the 
Pale regime, lrumpneted as a greal 
American achievement, means pre- 
cisely natiıing. He is still in effective 
conlrul of botlı parly and stale. 

The eleclion resulls can only 
harden present territorial (livisions, 
providing a pseudo-legitirnacy. As 
{hose divisions remain profuundly 
unjust, depriving at least a million 
Bosnians of the right to live in their 
own homes, (his can only enhance 
the likelihoocl of a further conflict. 
(Pru? Adrian Hastings, 

University of Leeds, Leeds 


ERNAND Je Varennes (Sep- 
tember 1) misquotes Charles 
Trueheart's article (August 11) 
about Quebec's language policies, 
no doubt confusing your readers. 
He himself is “perpetuating misun- 
derstandings . . . and contributing to 
frustration and conflict", to use his 
own words. 

What Trueheart actually said 
was: “Canada recognises two official 
languages — English and French" 
emphasis added), but de Varennes 
says that [Trueheart] “sets the tone 
by stating that all of Canada is bilin- 
gual” which he clearly does not. De 
Varennes then continues to mislead 
by saying that Trueheart's state- 
ment that "Quebec . . . has just one 
official language: French" is incor- 
rect. 
De Varennes must have been in 
Australia a long time, since French 
has been the official language of the 
province of Quebec since the Liberal 
goveruınenl of Robert Bourassa 
passed Bill 22 in 1974, conıpelling 
children of inımigrants to pass lan- 
guage tests Lo gain admission to the 
English school system. Bill 101 — 
the so-called language law — was 
passed by the Parti Québécois gov- 
ernment elected in 1976, and came 
into effect in 1977, further restrict- 
ing free access lo schools and the 
use of English. 

When Trueheart says, "Canacla 
recognises lwo official languages,” 
he is obviously referring to the fecl- 
eral governmenl. Even here in 
Monireal, | can go into a fecleral gfov- 
ernment office — the pust office, for 
example — and receive service in 
either of the “official (fecleral) lan- 
guages", und lor ordinary people in 
most situations, either language is 
acceptable. 

But the Parti Qutbécois minister 
responsible tor the language, Louise 
Beaudouin, says lit sl’ will 
“never” allow Monlreal Lu become i 
bilingual city — eve though more 


T IS clifficull to forgive Eugene 

Holman fur his comments on race | only about skin colour. 
relations in Finland (September 1}. At the level of the law, it is slill no- 
Some reinforcement of Jon Henleys | ticeable that only sex discrimination 
original article {Angusı 18} seems | is taken seriously in Finland. A black 
to be in order. person who is passed over in favour 

Cummenling on a recent Finnish | of a less well-qualified Finnish emr 
periodic report, the Uniled Nations | ployee has no effective legal remedy 
Committee on the Elimination of | unless the (wo candidates are of op- 
Racial Discrimination was parlicu- | posite sexes, Furthermore, a pro- 
larly erilical of lhe lendency lo | posal to amend this state of affloirs 
underrate the importance of racist | was rejected by the Refugee and Mi 
phenomena in Finland, Eugenc Hol- | gration Affairs Commission with no 
maıı gives a good example of this as | discussion. 
he argues {hat such phenomena Inmigrants iı Finland have 
“have to he put into perspective”, fought for andl achieved an extraor- 

The fact is that there are quile a | dinary liberalisation of the law in the 
few places where Holman, as a Î last decade. Nonrcitizens have, for 
bluck person, would be illadvisecl 10 | example, gained Irecrlom of speech 
gu alone, The siluntion in the cast | and lawfil assembly, However, it 
ern Finnish (own of Joensuu a cour | should tiat be overlooked (tat such 
pile of years ago wus so bal thal {he Î a gicldly pave uf reform ls only possi 
besl alvice ihe Chief Constable | ble because xo nıany of these righls 
coukt give to black residents wus lo | were denied 1o immiganls for so 
slay home in the evenings. Shortly Î long. 
after this, a black American baskel- | Lazy! Taylor, 
ball player left Joensuu, complain- | Associatios for Foreigners in finland, 
ing Ihat he fearerl for liu safety in | Helsinki, Finland 
public places. 

We do nut argue thm ıniddlu- 
class hlacks and other immigrants 


cannot succeed in this largely nail- Bosnians 
dlexlass country. HM is, however, betrayed 


time lo stop dwellinyg on the allegcsl 
forgivabl. hislorical causes of 
Finnish "reserve wilh respect to (tn 
eighers" (u cuphemism for xuna 
phobin) aud to rleal with racial | this month, it is lime to ask why 
discrimination ins ull ils forts, they have dexvcemled into farve in 
"here are counlless examples of | the nine months since (he Dayton 
instilulionalised racism bul perhaps j Agreement, The answer is thal nol 
thu mast telling is ile conmonplace | one of the more consiruvlive points 
pheunmenun of Russinnspeaking | of Dayton hus been seriously 
parents instructing their chilrlreu lo | implemented by tle international 
speak in a whisper wher in public | community, Let ue tist a few: 
places such as buses aml trains, | 3 Lil of the money promised fur 
Hulman puis ow that the currenl | revensirucliun Das ever renchetl 
and highly popular Miss Pidand is Û Besuia. Tı consequence, the eval 


ITH the socalled free elev 
tions in Bosnia taking pliıce 


More guns equals 
more deaths 


RANK APPLETON resents the 

approbrium direvlecl al barxkl 
gun owners fullowing lhe Dunblane 
and Porl Arthur massacres and ar- 
gues that the real problem is vio- 
lence in suciety (September 8). Who 
cuuld disagree tlıal people with sin- 
ister objevlives will find ways of 
commilting crimes with or without 


(han 100 languages are spoken here, 
Sad, isn'l it? 

(Dr) Richard Lock, 

Westmount, Quebec, Canaila 


Troubled in 
Port Moresby 


WAS quite excitedl to fincl a full 

page article on Papua New Guinean 
(Leaving the stone age by degrees, 
Septenıber 1). But when Î saw a pic- 
ture of the highlanders in full bilas 
labelled as “Papuans" (a fundamen- 
tal mistake that would infuriate both 
groups), I knew that I shouldn't ex- 
pect too much. 

The article was supposed to be 
about an invitation to visit a remote 
highlands village. This would have 
been very interesting for your read- 
ers. Similarly, the notion of a coun- 
try of 4 million people having 20 per 
cent of the world’s languages im- 
plies that this is one of the most 
variegated and {fascinating regions 
on the planet. 

Instead, we were given the usual 
expat gossip on Moresby criminal 
gangs and tired, simplistic insights 
inlo the Bougainville conflict to- 
gether with the remarkable revela- 
tlon that violence is part of the 
culture. Do you dispute that just 50 
years ago PNG was the unwilling 
host to the bloodiest tribal {ight in 
human lıistory, and that PNG had 
nothing to do with the conflict? 

Peter Milduer, 
Port Moresby, Papua New Guinea 


guns? 

He ınisses the poinl, tltouglı. The 
frighlening aspect of guns in suciely 
torlay is their ease of availability, sili- 
gular purpose and (levastating 
power cumpared wilh the weapons 
of a genreralion agu. 

He is quite wrong to argue thal 
further resfriclions on private gun 
ownership will do nothing to pro- 
mote public safety. No matter how 
responsibly gun owners may be- 
have, three coınmon occurrences 
defy the most carefully designed 
and inıplemented controls. 

First is the theft of privately held 
firearms and ammunition, wlıich 
will always be vulnerable if a crinıi- 
nal is determined enough to steal 
themı. Second is the possibility of a 
registered owner suffering a mental 
breakdown and turning the gun on 
himself or innocent citizens. Third, 
accitlents can always happen; own- 
ers who keep their weapons at 
Iıonıe must be ever vigilant against 
an unlocked case allowing their chil- 
dren access to firearıns. 

Coınnıon sense suggests that the 
fewer privately held guns we have, 
ihe lower the probability of such 
tragedies occurring in future, 

(Dr) David Coy, 
Hamilton, New Zealand 


R APPLETON is correct lo say 
tlıat violence itself is a problenı 
{September 8), but is il not wise in 
trealing an arsonist for pyromania 
to take away his nıalches? 
Kenneih Yan, . 
Houston, Texas. USA 
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INTERNATIONAL NEWS 5 


ing to an end. The Lutheran pastor, 
Plattner Orlwin, like most of his 
flock, has gone to Germany. 

At the weekend, in a field near 
the Transylvanian town of Horezu, 
Gypsies draped in gold held their 
go too because they cannot defend Î annual gathering in honour of St 
themselves against the Gypsies." Grigore whose relics in the nearby 

The most glorious of the | monastery are said to cure diseases. 
churches is on a hill above the vil | The tables were covered with whole 
lage of Biertan, former seat of the | pigs roasted for the feast. 

Lutheran bishops of Transylvania. It It was pointless to try to talk 
is surrounded by three concentric | about Anna Philp and the last of the 
walls of fortificalion which rise to- | Germans. The Gypsy King Cioaba, 
waris the summit, the outer at the | who had arrived in an old Carlillac 
foot of the hill, the other two climb- | Lafayette, was talking about his peo- 
ing it. ple's tribulations, and “our light 

The Gothic building is the stuff of | against terrorism and racism". It 
a thousand ales (rom childhood: | was equally useless trying to chal- 
pointed towers, wooden balustrades, | lenge the more menacing Roma in 
and the pastoral village below, But j Dealu Frumos, who eitlıer grimace, 
although Biertan is on Unesco's his- | or offer a cheery wave of (lenial. — 
toric site inclex, Lhat lıistory ia con- Î The Observer 


gone from 600 to 40. Those tliat re- 
main are all old, and soon they will 


woman like me? And what will hap- 
pen to the church?" 

Built in 1150, it is a majestic 
whitewashed structure, surrounded 
by determined walls above which its 
Gothic towers with wooden bal- 


The pastor, Andreas Funk, locks 


Gypsies have already broken in once 


of the churches around here lost its 
baptismal font the other day . . . In 
ihree years, my congregation has 
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Germans İleave, it can continue un- | have moved to Germany. “Maybe I 
abated beneath the unseeing eye of | will have to go there too, but what 
an apathetic Romania. At best, it | would I do in that place, an old 
seems the churches will become 
barely-visited museums. They could 
also become ruins. 
It was to such a church in Dealu 
Frumos that Anna Philp, aged 74, 
went to worship recently, only to re- 
turn home to find all her chickens | conies reach towards the sky. 
gone. Two days before, she was ۲ 
pelted with stones thrown by her j the heavy door behind him as he en- 
new neighbours, Her home has | ters the grounds between the outer 
been all but stripped bare by | wall and that of the church. “The 
thieves, "They want my house, they 
want me out, and they won't stop | ancl stolen things fron the yard. One 
until they have got it," she says. 

Her husband died of a war wound 
in 1946, ancl her son and her friends 
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Romania's Gypsies turn to ethnic terror 


Ed Vulllamy In Sighisoara 


IKE MOST of the peasants in 
5 village, Anna Philp was 

born, raised and widowed on 
the scrap of land in the Tran- 
sylvanian foothills where she kept 
chickens and grew a little fruit, until 
two weeks ago. 

Now she is anıong the last of her 
kind, her friends, peers and family 
gone. She is living out her last days 
in mortal fear — the final witness to 
a largely hidden ethnic rupture in 
the Balkans, which will end 1,000 
years of history. 

Her terror is rich in irony, given 
the persecutions of this century. 
She is an etlınic German, the last in 
a line of Germar-speaking Saxons 
who came to this parl of what is now 
Romania in the 12th century, a place 
called Siebenburgen. Those who 
are ravaging her village and trying 
to drive her out with threals and vio- 
lence {hal will cumplele their ovetu- 
palion are the Roma, or Gypsies of 
Romania, one uf lhe most oppressed 
uıinorilies in Europe. 

Numbering aboul 2 million, the 
Roma are the largest minorily in Ro- 
mania. They are believe tu lave mii 
graled to the cuunlry from narlhern 
India between the Ol anl Lh cen- 
tıries. Throughuut history, Gyles 


have bern mistri in Rot:utia. 
Under ile’ N: tens of hour 

snıls were depurled sr rurtleretl, 

antl under tl ı ıuunist 


dicluor Nirolae Cu: 
villages were bull 
cunuHtunilies Cenc 
ghelios. Afler le f 


uu Kunrs 
uul Ihe 
| in urlxın 
of Cemsetl's 


regiaue in SY, the iuditiiuus Ger- 
nuns of Transyl' . Wary uf butlı 
colimuuui nd its legiey, began tu 


lke :ulvaulage vf their muller’ 
country's aller lo {ake them 
“home”, un comdiion that they 
pruve three generaliuns of ancestry. 

The exodus uf the last SUG,OUO 
Germans from the new Rumania is 
complete, excepL for a few old peu- 
ple and far fewer young unes who ei- 
ther could not face the move, or 
prefer to stay on tlıe land of their an- 
cestors. 

The Roma moved into almost 
every house they abandoned. Like 


the surrounding villages, Dealu 
Frumos, just söuth of Sighisoara, 
the supposed birthplace of Count 
Dracula, has in four years been 
transformed from, a German into a 
Roma community. : 

In the past six years, the Roma 
have found themselves once again 
the target of mob violence and 
lymnchings at the hands of the Ro- 
manian majority, And although 
more than 300 houses have been 
burnt down and . about 10 Roma 
killed ir: mob violence, no Romanian 
citizen has been convicted of mur- 
der, arson or physical injury against 
a gypsy. It is in this climate that the 
Roma have turned against another 
defericeless and despised commu 
nity the ethnic Germans. 

The departerl Germans have left, 
a series of architectural jewels: ihe 
mighty fortifieçl churches of Tran 
sylvûnia, fantastical Gothic wonders 
wilh fairytale towers surrounded by 
stubbörn ramparts sliced with the 
archers’ narrow windows. 1 

These Lutheran bastions are eri . 
blemalic of Transyivania, and were . 
built so, that villagers could take 
reluge within their walls. These ; 
walls withstood many an Ottoman . 
onslaught, and other armies down 
the centuries, aril now iheir fortifl 
catiohê are needed onçe more, for a. 


latterday rausacking by the Gypsjes Î : 


has begun, And once the last 
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The Week 


C HINA has ordered a halt to 
unsanctioned protests 
against Japan's claim to sover. 
eigniy over a cluster of tiny ig- 
lands in the East China Sea, 

Le Monde, page 19 


S EPARATIST militanta at- 
tacked polling stations, and 
Protesters mounted a state-wide 
strike as India's troubled 
Jammu and Kashmir state held 
the second phase of local elec- 
tions. It is the state's first assem- 
bly elections since 1987. 


A UNITED STATES bill deny- 
ing federal recognition to 
same-sex marriages and letting 
states refuse to sanction such 
unions licensed irı other states 
won final congressional approval 
from the Senate. 


T HE Russian president, Boris 
Yeltsin, has handed the 
prime ıninister, Viktor Cherno- 
myrdin, partial control of key 
ministries as he prepares for 
heart surgery. 


HE United Nations 
Secretary-General, Boutros 
Boutras-Ghali, has vowed to 
defy US resistance and fight to 
the bilter end for a second term. 


A 22-YTAR-OLD unemployed 
Australian, Aaron Martin, 
was charged in # Sydney court 
with beating to death British 
tourist Brian Hagland at Bondi 
Beuch earlier this month. 


T IE LEADER of Spain's 
Communist Party has called 
for the monarchy to be abol- 
ished, raising the republican 
banner and breaking an em- 
bargo on discussion of the 
constitution since tlhe death of 
Franco and introduction of 
democracy nearly 20 yeara ago. 


ITH no ports and no coast- 

line to defend since allow- 
ing Eritrea'’s independence in 
1993, Ethiopia ie putting its 
navy up for sale, 


C OLOMBIA'S vice-president, 
Humberto Je la Calle, 
resigned. He said the president, 
Erneato Samper, should also 
atep down because he lacked 
credibility, 


cGEORGE BUNDY, na- 

tional security adviser to 
Presidents Kennedy and - 
Johnson, haa died aged 77. 


J SIMPSON’S civil trial over , 

causing the wrongful death 
of his ex-wife and a friend began 
im Santa Monica, California. : 
There will be no cameras pre | 
sent and he will be compelled to . 
testify under oath. , .. 


UPAC Shakur, the controver- 
. Bl slal actor and rapper who 1 
sold millions of records in he  . 
US, has died atthe age o25: 
from gunshot wounds suffered in , 
a drive-by ahooting in Las Vegas. 


by a “transitional constitution” which 
made clear that the proclamation 
would not take effect for up to 12 
months. It empowered a “provisional 
government” formed by Mr Bossi 
earlier this year to open talks aimed 
at a "treaty of agreed separation”. 
But it said negotiations “must nat con- 
tinue beyond September 15, 1997", 

It is clear that Mr Bossi has 
posed a serious dilemma for the 
centre-left government. It carınot 
bow to his demands, yet faces the 
threat of growing disobedience. 

Mr Bossi said on Saturday that 
the league would form a militia to 
defend its interests, President 
Oscar Luigi Scalfaro in turn warned 
that Mr Bossi could face criminal 
action. “If someone moves to incite 
illegal acts, the matter then passes 
into the lands of magistrates,” Mr 
Scalfaro said. 


Le Monde, page 19 


Aid workers, who estimate 
that more than 80 per cent of 
the town's population of 35,000 
is seriously malnourished, say 
hundreds of hungry civilians 
have emerged from the forest 
looking for food as word of the 
rellef operation has spread. — 
Reuter 

PHOTOGRAPH: NENT PAGE 


Padania, solemnly proclaim that 
Padania is a federal, independent 
and sovereign republic.” 

An Italian flag flying beside the 
podium was then lowered. As the 
league's greerrshirted National 
Guards raised the standard of Pada- 
nia — white with a green flower — 
doves were released, The crowd, 
which police estimated at fewer 
than 20,000, cheered, 

But in Milan, the former neo-fas- 
cist leader Gianfranco Fini told his 
followers: “Titaly is here. Italy will not 
be insulted and it will not be di- 
vided.” He called Mir Bossi's procla- 
mation of independence “an insult 
to history anıd an insult to reason”, 

The Northern League, which 
won 10.6 per cent of the vote in 
April's general election, is strongest 
around Milan and Venice, but Mr 
Bossi's state woııld stretch south to 
within 10Ûkm of Rome. 

His declaration was acconıpanied 


RES i 
Monrovia, were among thousands 
of starving civilians discovered 
by aid workers in the town, 
which had heen cut off by the 
civil war aince February. Food 1s 
now being shuttled in by road. 

The precise death toll is un- 
clear but locals speak of up to 
16 people dying each day before 
help arrived. 


ation more than 50 years ago, lts 
leader's 12-month ultimatum threat- 
ens to cast a shadow over politics 
and to renew uncertainty. 

In the ugliest incident of the day, 
police with truncheons laid into 
extreme rightwing demonstrators in 
Chioggia, near Venice, The 
rightwingers, wearing fasciststyle 
black slıirts, had tried to attack the 
secesstonist demonstration. 

Last week, an attack by the far left 
on a leagııe rally in Turin also ended 
in violent clashes with pallce. 

#As Mr Bossi reached the Venice 
lagoon with a flotilla of small craft, 
the bank was a forest of separatist 
lags. Surrounded by league MPs, 
Mr Bossi read out a Declaration of 
Independence and Sovereignty of 
Padanila — his name for the north- 
ern state he sceks to create — which 
begins by quoting Thomas Jefferson. 

Alter a long list of grievances, Mr 
Bossi declared: “We, the peoples of 


HE skeletal, swollen-bellied 
children discovered in the 

western Liberian town of 
Tubmanburg show some of the 
worst symptoms of malnutrition 
seen İn almost seven years of 
civil war, aid workers gay. 

The children, 150 of whom 
have been evacuated to a special 
feeding centre in the capital, 


E a A 
India defies UN vote for global test ban 


India's ambassador to the UN, 
Prakash Shah, argued that com- 
puter sinıulation and laser tests 
could “open the way to fourth- 
generation nuclear weapons testing 
even without explosive testing”, 

Pakistan said it would also refuse 
to sign because of India's stance. 
Munir Akram, Pakistan's negotiator 
at Geneva, said that adoption of the 
CTBT by the UN General assembly 
"should herald a new dawn in the 
history of the quest for nuclear 
disarmament. 

“Instead a dark sun has appeared 
‘over the skies of South Asia. The 
challenge posed by our neighbour 
ıis not only to the CTBT. It is a chal 
‘lenge to the international consensus 
for nuclear disarmament and non- 
proliferation." . 

@ France ended a.25-year dooms 
lay watch this week, shutting down 
18 land-based nuclear nissiles at a 
launch base under the Provence 
countryside and lImiting its nuclear 1 
defence .to weapons in submarines ' 
and bonıbers, 


the Indian representative, Arund- 
hati Ghose, told the assembly. 

Before the vote, an Indian foreign 
ministry official said: “As the CTET 
text stands, it cannot go into force 
without India's acceptance, Sadly, 
therefore, it will be passed but only 
to remain a worilıless piece of paper.” 

The vote followed India's decislon 
last month to block the treaty's 
adoption at the Geneva Conference 
on Disarmament. Australia nade 
the imaginative move of bringing 
the trealy to Lhe UN. 

British diplomats said efforts 
would be made to persuade India to 
sign, perhaps in the form of some 
regional agrecınent to allay its secu- 
rily concerns, The hope is that 
many countries will sigıı lhe trealy 
in the following months, putting 
pressure on india lo joiıı the club, 

But the Inclian foreign secrelary, 
Salman Haider, told a news canfer- 
ence that New Delhi would not give َ 
ttp.its nuclear option. “I don't.şee ug : 
being pressurised by sheer num 
bers,” he said. 


Mark Tran In Naw York 


و ا ی 
TE United Nations General‏ 
Assembly last week voted to‏ 
approve the draft global nuclear test‏ 
ban treaty, but India fulfilled its‏ 
threat to vote against the text,‏ 
disınissing it as a “worthless piece‏ 
of paper",‏ 

The resolution approving Lhe 
Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty 
was supported by 158 slates. Libya 
anıd Bhutan voted with India. Cuba, 
Lebanon, Mauritius, Syria nnd 
Tanzania abstained. 

The treaty, 10 bar permanenily all 
ınuclcar explosions, should be rendy 
for a formal signing wlıen world 
leaders gather for tie UN's annual 
sessiun later his month, Bul the 
CTBT cannot take effect until all 44 
countries with nuclear arms or 
powcr stations, including the thı'ce 
uuclear "threshold" states — India, 
Pakistan and Israel — have signed 
antl ratified it. 

“India will never sign this un- 
equal treaty. Not now, Not later," 


4 INTERNATIONAL NEWS 
Bossi’s secessionists defy Rome 


John Hooper In Venice 


UNDREDS of thousands of 
. ilalians turned out to demon- 

strate for and against the 
unity of their country at the week- 
end as the leader of lhe Northern 
League, Umberto Bossi, gave the 
government one year in which to 
meet his tlemands for a formal divi- 
sion between north and south, 

Tens of thousands of Mr Bossi's 
supporters massed beside St Mark's 
Canal in Venice as he read out a 
“declaration of independence” mod- 
elled on that of the United Stales’ 
founding fathers, 

But tlıe league's show of strengtlı 
was dwarfed by a far-right march in 
support of unity lı Milan, where po- 
lice eslimated the crowd at 150,000. 

The league's eccentric cerenony 
nevertheless represenlecl [he mosl 
blatant challenge to ihe legitimacy 
of Ihe Halian republic since its cre- 


Nato opens 
its arms 
to Russia 


John Palmer In Brussels 


ATO guvermtunls are la offer 
Rusi an unprucelemed part- 
jointly managing Europe's 
j, in relarn for û lirniled 
vx[xınsion by {he alliance to iuclude 
ius in Cı Eurupc, atcurl- 
ing to senior ûf sin Brussels, 

The offer will be made lo Presi. 
tent Buris Yelsin al a spewiil Nato 
suit 1w whiclı he will be invited 
next pring, the officials said. The 
sumınil will sanctiın veping 
Cluiıges in Nata's miliary structure 
designed ta give ils Puropean Union 
members a lercler'ship role, 

A bluepîîm for a 21st cenlury 
European securily system, being fi- 
nalised by alliance governments, en- 
visages a "Nato and Russia Charter” 
organisation with its own secre- 
tariat, Russia would have a privileged 
role in helping shape key political 
and security decisions in Europe. 

‘There are also moves to create a 
political directorale — including 
Russia, the United States and the 
larger EU states within the Organi 
sation (or Security and Co-operation 
in Europe (OSCE), which has al 
ready been mandated to oversee 
Europe's postcold war security. 

“Obviously, detailed discussion 
with the Russians will have to await 
President Yeltsin's heart operation, 
But we believe this new approach 
should find a positive response in 
Moscow," one Nato source said in 
Brussels. "Already we notice tat 
Russiar: rhetoric against Nato en- 
largement is being toncd down." 

‘The summit, to be held in France 
ur the US, will invite four countries 
— the Czceh Republic, Hungary, 
Poland and Slovenia — to begin 
negotiations tor membership. They 
are expecled lo join formally in 
Ayril LY99 — Ile alliances SOLD an 
niversary. The Ballic states and 
alher eas European countries will 
be promised closer involvement in 
Nalo jwacekeeping operalions 
utdler ihe Partnership for Peace, 

Wislern leaders are increasingly 
crtfidvnt thal Russia will acecpl a 
finıiterl Nate #nlargenıent, on condi- 
lion that no nuclear weapons or for- 
«ign troops are busvd in the new 
member states — something Nato 
isreiudy to agree. 


INTERNATIONAL NEWS 7 
Violence rules in divided Mogadishu 


property, he found: and he sen- 
tenced tlhe accused wornan lo 48 
lashes. 

‘This time the pictures were just 
acceptable to a Western television 
audience. Although the woman was 
frighlenecl anıl weeping it was clear 
she was not in grceal pain. Without 
the presence of the camera the 
whipping might well lıave been a 
great deal flercer. 

For us, watching it all, the specta- 
ule was ugly and degrading. Yet this 
ferocious, exemplary justice has 
quivtened the streets of northern 
Mogadishu. We may nut like ihe 
sharia courts and the Jnınishments 
they inflict, but notlıing Lhe suppos- 
edly civilised world can come up 
with has workerl as well. 


John Sinpsanı is the BBC's loraigıı 
affarrs editor 


react to sharia punishments, the 
sheikh made sure we were unable 
1o watch a serious case. Instead, our 
cameraman was allowed ta film a 
woman being {ried for the theft of a 
dress, 

The ırial was fair and properly 
conducled, in a smallish, uppres- 
sively hol, upstairs room. After the 
owner of the dress hal given evi- 
dence. Sheikh Alidbherî turned to 
the accused, "Do you agree that 
wlıal she says is correct?” 

"Yes, andl I want forgiveness," she 
answered, 

Thal was impossible, but ımirlful 
of the camera the slhcikl chose 10 
be lenient. The owner of the (ress 
had nol faken proper care of her 
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resloring a kind of order. Tlie 
streets of northern Mogadishu 
bustle with economic life, and you 
rarely see a gun. There are even a 
few policemen around, directing the 
traffic and ticking off small boys, At 
night, the sireets are properly lit. 

This part of the city is run by an 
uneasy alliance between the prag- 
matic Mr Ali Mahdi and the leading 
Islamic cleric in Somalia, Sheikh 
Alidheri. Two years ago, the sheik 
forced through the introduction of 
sharia courts to try offenders ac- 
cording to islamic law and subject 
them to İts punishments. 

‘These are, by Western standards, 
ferocious. The lhefl of goocls worth 
more than about $2 means {he loss 
of the righi hand. If a gun is used in 
the crime, lw lefl faul is cul off as 
well. Ax we ngıde uur wuy {o Sheikh 
Alidberi's cuurl, we cane : 1 
severecl himtl ime fut lying - 
doned in the dust. Sumeone had jusl 
suffered ihe penally for armed 
robbery. 

Laer we obtained a tapv, filınvrl 
with a sıull vielen Cantera, of it ni 
havik lis hand ancl [out cil uff Al 
»xheîkh's cuurl. li is dune fast but 
ikl there is no ani slhelic, 
Wh we exuminetl lhe pictures in 4 
BBC culling room in London, they 
were su revulling ul the jiclire 
ulitor hil tı leave thee runin. 

Realising how Westerners will 


clause 


“Nu une is criticising Australia's 
huma rights recur'd, uf which il canı 
be justly proud. But there is no 
queslion of this clause being 
dropped," a Conimission spokes- 
man said. "It is in the interesl of 
bolh Australia and the European 
Union to wurk together to ensure 
greater respect internationally fur 
human rights,” 

in Brussels, diplomats said the 
pact had been cloşe to [inal agree- 
ment but Canberra's stance on 
human rights had thrown it into 
confusion. 

"I have discussed this agreement 
for the last 18 months with Aus- 
tralian officials up to the level of the 
foreign minister, Gareth Evans, in 
the previous Labour government, 
and met no problems at all, particu- 
larly over human rights,” Hugh 
Kerr, Labour leader of the Euro- 
pean Parliament delegation to Aus- 
tralia, said last week. "Jt will not do 
any good at all to Australia's interna- 
tional image to be seen lo be quib- 
bling over human rights.” 


tle Ears", walked quietly across to 
the man with the AK, took him by 
surprise and smashed him in the 
face, knocking out his front teeth, 
After that, the crew managed to get 
back to the relative safety of our 
hotel. 

It is difficult to avoid the conclu- 
sion that force is the only thing that 
can succeed in this Hobbesian 
world of warfare. Nothing short of 
calculated violence would lıave 
sorted out that situation. For those 
of us who want to believe in better, 
more rational and peaceful ways of 
behaving, Mogadislıu forces us to 
reconsider — just as it destroyed 
the goocl intentions of the Uniled 
States and Uniled Nalions troops 
who intervened here between 1992 
and 1995, 

Southern Mogadishu is corr 
trolled by the militias loyal to Hus- 
atin Aideed, ihe USeducaledl son of 
ıhe lie general wlıu divc of woumls 
lasl munth. His gunmen are reiaisun- 
ably welklisciplined, but {hey can 
do wlial hey like here. As a result 
the slreets are quiet and lense, antl 
the shopkeepers uperale nervously. 
Al nighıl the are is cuınypletely clark. 
Any Eurupean venturing uul lhe is 
effeclively conumilling nuicicle. 

As you cross uu man's land, yeuı 
piss from an area wherv ihe gun is 
the only law lo one in which the 
mosl savage punishmenlis iri 
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John Simpson In Mogadishu 


OGADISHU must be the 
M most divided city on earth. 

Several distinct factions 
confront each other across great 
swaths of wrecked buildings and 
empty streets, There is not just one 
front line, there are two. In the city 
centre lies an area known jokingly 
to the Somalis as the Bermuda Tri- 
angle, If you venture in, you are un- 
likely to emerge alive. 

There is a clear dividing line be- 
tween southern Mogadishu, held by 
the faction of the late General 
Mohanımed Faralı Aideed, and Ali 
Mahdi Mohammed's northern Mo- 
gaclishu, Even when there is litle 
fighting, the line is nerveracking to 
cross. In the silence of no man's 
land, the buildings are appillingly 
sikıshed, 

Our camerd crew was filming ad 
few exira shots in no man's lincl far 
BBC Newsnight Hw other day. U 
stemmed peaceful enough, but sutl- 
denly a grup of nilitiunen Luruerl 
up and arrested then. One nulilia- 
man tuok up a posilitı in a dourway 
besicle the car, pM a round inlu the 
chamber of his AK47, slicl aff the 
safely calch, and aimed a the 
cameraman's heild. 

It was then that our boclyguards 
varnecl their money. The best aud 
tuughesl of them, nicknamecl “Lit- 


Australia resists human rights 


human rights clause comes alter 
changes in ils policies on interıî- 
tional labour standards and the 
global environment, which have led 
to conflict with oiher advanced in- 
dustrial democracies at conferences 
on workers’ rights and greenhouse 
gases. 

Opposition parties denounced 
the governmeni's stand as “embar- 
rassing and humilialing” for Aus- 
tralia's image abroad. Human rights 
groups have pul forward several ex- 
planations, including the recent 
Australian security pact signed with 
Indonesia, long the focus of protests 
for its treatment of occupied East 
Timor, and the government's change 
of policy towards Aboriginal rights. 

The European Commission has 
been taken by surprise by the insis- 
tence of the Australian prime mıinis- 
ter, John Howard, that the clause be 
removed from the proposed agree- 
ment with the EU. The issue is cer- 
tain to be raised with the foreign 
minister, Alexander Downer, during 
his tour of EU capitals this week. 


John Palmer In Brussels 


HE UNEXPECTED refusal of 

ihe new conservalive govern 
ment in Canberra to commit ilself to 
ubserving iunternalional human 
rights has thrown into confusion 
plans for a trade and co-operation 
agreement between the European 
Union and Australia. 

Since 1992 a humıan rights clause 
has been a standard part of all EU 
international agreements, and has 
been included in pacts signed with 
Russia, China and countries in east- 
ern Europe, 

Under changes being negotiated 
in the Maastricht treaty, EU coun- 
tries themselves could face expul- 
sion [rom the union for serious 
human rights abuses. The issue is 
at the heart of tensions in EU rela- 
tions with some of Australia's clos- 
est Asian trading partners, notably 
Burma, Indonesia and other mem- 
bers of the Association of Southeast 
Asian Nations. : 

Australia's opposition to the 


India pressed to end child labour 


numbers work in hazardous brick 
and ımatch factories, on building 
sites or inı quarries. 

Many children are kept in hor- 
rific conditions. Al Ihe weekend, 
Indinn newspapers carrietl reports 
on the torture of a severyearokl 
bay, employed as a clomestic worker 
hy a civil servant. The boy lokl child 
lıbour activisls his employers had 
stuck his hand in the cooker [lane 
anl ıhen. branded him with iran 
rals after, he drank sume milk in- 
tended for their children. Girls ure 
al even grealer risk, '. 2 

ReceıHly the government has lent 
pered its hoslilly towards Weslern 
crilics, and st year launched A pro 
gramme to cerlify carpets male witli’ 
oul child labour. The shift lu attitucle 
follows vocal prolests in Europe, 


Estimates of working children 
vary, but sovial activists put (he fig- 
ure at 55 million. The government 
says there are 18 million chill work- 
ers. Many have been put to work in 
payment for ancient: debls whiclı 
their parenls or grandparents have 
no hope of repaying. 

The repurt calls on donors to witl- 
draw funding fron silk cullivalion 
projects iu southern.Indlia and other 
industries wliere child labour is usecl, 
` Itcalls on consumers overseas lo dt 
mand prof lhat no ciildren werc-in- 
vulyed in making products from 


India, especialy carpets,.silver trin- |: 


kets and lealher goocls, 0 

. While the focus of Western ca- 

. paigners against child labour is on 
goods for exporl, most. working In- 
dian.children are on the land. Large 


Suzanne Goldenberg 
in New Delhi 


N AMERICAN human rights 
group appealecl to Indian's for« 
cig ail donors anc investors, be- 
fore a two-day meeting Ihey held in 
‘Tokyo this week, ta pul pressure on 
New Delhi to end child labour, 
Hunun. Rights Walch/Asin, in a 
reporl released on Monday, accuses 
lhe Indian government uf condone 
ing child slavery by falling lo en- 
force laws thal forbid child labour. ' 
"Accorting tû a.vast anc deeply 
enirenched „svt of myths, bondled 
labour and clıild labour in luıdia are 
[seen as] inevitable. . . They repre 
xent the natural order of things andl 
it is not possible to change {hem by 
force,” the report slates, 


E‏ ۶ ا 
Hispanic ancestry by 2050, Latin America will loom‏ 
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Democratic reform, the Motor 
Voter law which Mir Clinton passed 
in 1993, which nakes it nuch easier 
to register to vote whenever the cit 
zen encounters bureaucracy. Voting 
registration can now take place 
when the car licence {lags are re 
newed each year (hence the Moltor- 
Voter phrase) or on applying for 
welfare or unemployment benefits, 
The Democrats, reckoning that the 
unregisterecl woulcl tend to be poor 
or ethnic minorities who would 
probably vote for them, have put a 
lot of effort into seizing these oppor- 
tunitles. 

One of the most interesting fig 
ures to watch in this year's Novem 
ber election will be the voter 
turnout. It was just over 5Û per cent 
in 1988, and just over 55 per cent nı 
1992, an improvement which did not 
much shift the widespread percep 
tion that Americans do not greatly 
care about participating in thelr 
democracy. 

In fact, what those figures really 
reflect is the laınentably low rate of 
voter registration. On average | - 
across the US, only 68 per cent of 
citizens eligible to vote are actually 
registered. In Britain, by contrast, 
the registration rate is well over %0 
per cent. The registration rate İS | 
even lower in some states, In Calk Î. 
fornia İn 1992, only 57 per cent were. 
registered, and just over 62 per cent 
in New York, Florida and Georgia. |: 
So if the Motor-Voter bill does ite |’ 
job, and if the two parties are able {0 
deliver on their promises to improve | 
their getoutthe-vote operations, wé, 
could see an impressive increasé 10 
the election turnout this year, 

In 1992, thanks to the Roék thé 
Vote campaign and the spirited |’ 
efforts by the MTV music cable TY 
channel to persuade young voters |. 
register, the 18-29 électoral cohol, 
voted in their highest numberé; 
since the 1972 election. This yea 
those efforts continue, which 18 

;probably good newa for Çlinton. I | 
‘addition to his commanding lead 
.amonğ the elderly, aid among |: 


.women, Clinton finds his strongest | °. 


„support among the young. The let: 
est Field poll in ‘i alii) fond |. 
‘them preferring Clinton to Dolé DY, 


‘theextraordinary margin af 6728... 
ieane rE O he chil]. £ 


Americans, thrilling 
ılenge of the frontier i 


secure be’ |. 


hind their oceanic moats, used lo) ,. 


siy ` that Geography’ is Destiny 


[These days, they might be p 


to amend that ld ëaw, and add het, 2 


Demography ls Poll 


this. Immigrants are alarmed by the 
new welfare law, and by California's 
attempts to save public funds on 
health and education by excluding 
the children of illegal immigrants. 
New regulations for the registration 
of nonxitizen residents make it easy 
to apply for citizenship. But above 
all, the Clinton administration has 
made a concerted effort to tackle 
the vasl backlog of applications. In 
1995, there were more than a mil- 


The Republlcans are 
running this year on a 
party platform that 
vows to crack down 
on Immigrants 


lion citizenship applications, but 
only 445,000 people were sworn in. 

Under the title Citizenship USA, 

and under the leadership of Vice- 
President Gore, this backlog is 
being swept away and bureaucratic 
red tape slashed with such spirit 
that the Republicans now complain 
that criminals and other undesir- 
ables are pouring through the flood- 
gates. The Republican complaints 
are fuelled by political alarm. They 
suspect that the Democrats are 
using the new citizenship proce- 
dures to build up their votes, 
„For more than 20 years, the tis- 
ing numbers of Hispanic residents 
haa not been matched by an equal 
rise in the number of Hispanic vot- 
ers. This gap is eroding fast, and the 
Democrats expect this will give 
them an advantage. The Republi- 
cans are running this year on a 
party platform which is less than 
friendly to immigrants, and vows a 
tough crackdown on Illegals. A very 
large proportion of the people 
pledging their allegiance to the flag 
this year used to be illegals, and 
they have extended families who 
are hoping to come and partake of 
America's opportunity. They are un- 
likely to vote Republican. 

New citizens tend to feel a 
warmth towards the president 
whose portrait smiles benignly over 
their swearing-in, and in the big 
cities over the past two years the 
Democratic party organisations 
have built some highly efficient ays- 
tems to get the new citizens to regis- 
ter as Dêmocrat. 

‘This fits in neatly with that other 


. . with one voter in five able to claim 
large in US foreign policy In the years to come 


Due south . 


wîll do good and useful work, but it 
is rather missing the point. The 
Medicare fund, according to its 
Clintoı-appointed trustees, is head- 
ing for financial crisis within the 
next four years. The Saclal Securily 
funcl will be bankrupl in 2011, when 
Clinton qualifies to receive it, 

There will be another wholly pre- 
dictable Jenıographic problem hit- 
ting the country over the next 
decade; the crimes committed by 
the large number of teenagers from 
lhe baby boonılet, Most crimes are 
commilted by people between the 
ages of 15 and 30. Irrespective of 
any individual or generational 
propensity to crime, more young 
people means more crime, which 
means more public alarm about 
crime, and more politicians pre- 
pared to promise ever tougher mea- 
sures to deal with the crime 
problem. 

Another entirely predictable de- 
mographic challenge is already at 
the door, the need for a crash pro- 
gramme now to build more schools 
to cope with the baby boomlet. 
There was an interesting footnote to 
the latest Labour Department em- 
ployment statistics, that one factor 
in the latest drop of unemployment 
to a mere 5.1 per cent is the number 
of new teachers belng hired by 
school boards around the country. 
They are there to teach the boomlet 
babies, 

The US population projections 
from the last census İn 1990 sug- 
gested that the populatlon could 
this year just top 255 million, In fact, 
it will very much closer to 260 mil 
lion, because the death rate is a little 
lower than expected, the birth rate 
is a little higher, and above all, 
because the president 1s creating 
new Americans at an unprece- 
dented rate. 

Last year, almost 500,000 new cit- 
izens were sworn İn, a record for 
the naturalisatlon process, This year 
the rate has been intensifled. By the 
end of this month, another 1.1 mil- 
Ilon new Americans will have been 
made citizens since January, In the 
big cities of the most immigrant. 
friendly states, mass swearings-in 
have become commonplace. This 
week, at the Texas stadium where 
the Dallas Cowboys play football, 
10,000 will be sworn in, and then an- 
other 15,000 in San Jose, California, 
Last week, 6,000 were all made citi- 

zens together İn the Houston con- 
vention centre, 1 


There are. several reasons for | 
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Clinton courting 
new electorate 


Demography ix at the heart of all 


the great issues whiclı lhe politi- 
clans should be discussing in this 
electlon season. The growing num- 


ber of old pewple surviving into 


théir 80s and 9Ûs to collect their 
penslons and require ever more 
medical care is the real fiscal crisis 
which lies in wait for every ad- 
vanced cauıniry, not just the US. 


And one of the reasons Bill Clinton 
is so far ahead in the currenl opinı- 
ion polls is that he has managed to 
cleflect the Republican attempl to 


focus on tlie long-term challenge of 


Social Security and Medicare, and 
turn İt against them. 

Bob Dale, at the age of 73, uught 
to do well among his elderly con 
temporaries. Bul thanks to Clinton's 
TV nels, they all know tlıat Dole 
vatecl againsl Merlicare when Presi- 
lent Lyndon Johnson first proposecl 
it as part of his Great Society 
agenda. Clinton has a line on the 
campaigıı trail, which has Ihe old 
folk slapping their Zimmer frames 
with glee as he taunts the Republi- 
cans far daring lo say that Medicare 
isin crisis. 

“J clon't understand why every- 
borly is going around tike Chicken 
Jitlle and saying ‘Oh — (he sky is 
falling. We have problems in 
Medicare because everybody is liv- 
ing. Because people are staying 
alive'," 

Long pause. A meaningful look 
around the crowd. 

“That's a problem?" he asks, his 
voice dripping with sarcasm. “] 
thought that was the object. I 
thought that was the whole point of 
the deal." 

Prolonged and tumultuous ap- 
plause. And on his latest trip to 
Florida, he added another line, in a 
speech to 3,000 assembled seniors, 
when he surveyed their massed 
ranks, a tribute to the advances of 
geriatric medicine, and like a cathe- 
dral organist selecting just the right 
tone, dropped his voice to his most 
sincere timbre, Not another sound 
was to be heard as he confided: 
“That's not a problem. Thats a tri- 
umph. You are a triumph.” 

One half-expects the entire front 
rank to keel over and expire from 


Demography ls atthe 
heart of all the Issues 
that politicians 
should be discussing 
this electlon season 


pure joy. In a scene that is almost 
biblical, there is a Lazarus effect as 
the wheelchairs tremor with en- 
chantment, the walking sticks 
punch up into the vast Floridian sky 
and the bIue-rinsed chorus rises in 
hallelujahs of grandmaternal gratifi- 
cation. 
Then, like an actor who can 

scttlpt a mood, he goes on to tell 
them about his new commission to 
study the quality of medical care, 
Hillary Cliaton and her disastrous 
foray into health reform are not 
mentioned. This commission will re- 
port to the trusty Vice-President Al 
Gore, and Clinton promises that lis 

efforts at reform will be guided by 
the old Hippocratic principle! “First, 
do no harm.” : 

No doubt the Gore commission 


: a 
The US this week 
Martin Walker 


HE ELECTION may be jusl 
seven weeks away and the 


war clouels may have wuitled 
ounce more over wrelched Iraq, but 
ihe most siguificanl cvenls of the 
week for the American future may 
well have been the gatherings of 
tens of thousands of people to be 
sworn in en masse as new citizens, 
Beyund these grand events, lhe ma- 
ternily wartls arounl the country, 
aııd the new class rolls as the cliil- 
clren returnecl lo school, suggesterl 
thal a new demographic revolution 
was untler way. 

Some of these signs raised a 
smile, This year opened with a se- 
ries of blizzards across the nort 
and east of the country, which 
closecl roads and cities for days at a 
time. Nine months later, we have a 
baby boont, with births 50 per cent 
higher than they were last year. 

This adds an extra peak lo a siz- 
able phenomenon, which demogra- 
phers are calling the baby boomlet. 
For each of the past seven years 
since 1989, the US has recorded 
more than 4 million births a year. 
The last time births broke this bar- 
rier was belween 1946 and 1964, the 
years of the baby boom. So this lat- 
est flood of births represents in part 
the boomers having their own chil- 
dren, and doing so rather later in 
life than their parents did. 

It also represents an America that 
will look rather different. The origi- 
nal baby-boomers of the post-war 
years were 75 per cent white, 11 per 
cent black, and 9 per cent Hispanic. 
The new boomers are 65 per cent 
white, and 15 per cent each for 
blacks and Hispanics. This is a de- 
velopment which is advancing at a 
striking pace. in the current edition 
of the Statistical Abstracts Of The 
US, published annually by the Cen- 
sus Bureau, the first table shows 
the projections for multiethnic 
America. In 2000, the population is 
likely to be a bit more than 70 per 
cent white. But by 2050 whites will 
account for barely 50 per cent of the 
population, while Hispanics will 
make up about 20 per cent, blacks 
15 per cenl ancl Asians growing fast 
to 10 percent. 

„An America that was overwhelm- 
ingly white, with European roois, 
was an America which felt itself au- 
tomalically a European power, able 
to overcome its isolationist instincts 
to intervene (decisively in byo Euro- 
pean wars and lo maintain a large 
military garrison in Europe for 50 
years. An America that is only half 
wiite may have (different strategic 
priorities. When one voter in five 
has Hispanic ancestry, Latin Amer- 
ica will loom very much larger in 
US foreign policy. 


"That risk might be worth taking if 
today's vole pul exira money into 
the purses antl pockets of the low 
paid. Bıuıt surely no one believes we 
should run that risk for the sake of 
pulting a few extra lines into the 
Congress report, or lo give a bit uf 
publicity to Arthur's new and very 
exclusive political party." 

Buı Rarlney Bickerstalle, general 
secretary uf the public sector union 
TInison, responded with a speech 
that brought sııpporters to their fect 
as he hit back at Mr Eclnsonuls: 
“After 30 lonely years working for a 
minimum wage I will nut be lec- 
tured ta by Jlınny-Come Lately's." 

He said the union movertenl hacl 
won the argunnenl for a mirimuinı 
wigge dilid must now scl ù figurt. 
"Wore not isking for favours, we 
are asking ler lirness . . . the mini 
mum wuge ıs the defining issue of 
trade unions. Û we don't believe Ihal 
we mih as well utk up tul gb 
hone." 

He «li S4 chs hit sR 
Aa Figur ıl cdanuge Labimr's 
clectimy prnspecis, E: “We are 
nt in the pockets of the Lahuur 
piarly and li] is not in the puckets of 
the unin,” 
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lhe public sector ancl a requirement 
lo re-ballot where an employer 
makes a “significant” new offer. 

That was followed by a spate of 
rebultals and counter-briefings, But 
here was also little doubt that 
Labour politicians had gone to the 
TUC to provoke a high-profile row. 

In the same week the TUC defied 
a last-minute plea for unity on the 
minimum wage when Congress 
overwhelmingly backed a call for 
£4.26 ($6.50) an hour — sacidlling 
the leadership with a precise figure 
it hal been desperale to avoid. 

After the most intense lebate of 
the week, in which union leaders 
openly sniped at each other from 
the plalform, tlelegales voted by a 
90 per cem majorly lr both the 
Unisur-led £4,236 motion, incl a lear 
ershipbiackel mation suppoming 
existing policy of a minimum wage, 
bul not setting û precise figure, 

hn the highly charged ilmos: 
phere of the Wintel rlens, John 
Edmunds, generil secrelary of ihe 
GMB general union, feel the allack 
against setting a figure with a vilri- 
olic speech attacking both Unis 
ang the Sucialîst Labour furty. 

He said lhal hacking the ntolimı 
would be an ideological move whıiclı 
wuld nol makc [abuur set a (igure. 
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Aslef, said he was "fel up to the 
back teeth with the way that our 
conference has been persistently hi- 
jacked by politicians who keep talk- 
ing about an evolving relationship 
with llıe trade unions, which keeps 
evolving until we disappear”, 

George Brumwell, general secre- 
tary of the building workers’ union, 
Ucatt, sail the threat of a breach 
with the unions would only benefit 
Arlhur Scargill's breakaway Social- 
ist Labour Parly. 

The reports that Ihe Labour lcacl- 
ership was preparing to break the 
historic links in response to an ex- 
pected rash af public sector sirikes 
in the first few months of a [abour 
government werc based un cunt- 
ments made by Mr Byers at a Black- 
poal dinner wilh four lobby 
jnurnalisls. 

One senior source claimetl Mr 
Ryers, one uf the Labour leitler's 
most enthusiaslic supporters, hacl 
come clase to being sackecl, though 
that was strongly denied by Mr 
Blair's office. 

Mr Byers's briefing conıes afler 1 
week of high tension between 
Labour ancl the unions at the TLIC, 
where Mr Blunkelt caused conster- 
nation by suggesting no-strike, 
binding arbitruion agreemenls for 
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Stephen Byers: briefed lobhy 
journalists at Blackpool 


whelher the unions would atill have 
their places on Labour's national ex- 
ecutive and vote at party conference 
at the end of a first lernı in office. He 
would say only that there were “no 
plans at the moment" io break the al- 
liance which has put organised 
labour and class-based politics cenlre 
stage since the party's foundation. 
Union leaders were furious at the 
reports, which dominated the last 
day of the TUC. Lew Adams. ihe 
leader of the train drivers’ union, 


and others 5 (up 2). Labour's 
!ead is up three points compared 
with August, 

On the unadjusted figures — 
which take no account of voters" 
reluctance to admit to support- 
ing the Conservatives — the 
September results show Labour 
on 51 per cent (up 1}, 
Conservatives 28 (down 2), 
Liberal Democrats 15 (down 3), 
and others 5 (up 2), Lahouf’s 
lead is up 3. 

Although Labour has had a 
difficult summer, marked by 
arguments about Tony Blair's 
leadership atyle and an embar- 
rassing row about Scottish devo- 
lutlon, the party has notched up 
ita best adjuated ICM rating 
gince April (when it recorded 50 
per cent support) and has main- 
tained its record of never falling 
below 45 per cent since Mr Blajr 
became leader two years ago. 

The poll was taken before the 
TUC conference at Blackpool. 


Heads seek right to expel 


make a fresh judgment about the 
facts, only check that the head 
teacher followed correct procedures. 
Mr Hart condemned the “ludt- 
crous situation” e ا‎ 
vernors overruled the 
io to expel 10-year-old Matthew 
Wilson and brought in a personal 
tutor, costing £14,000 a year. Not 
surprislagly, most teachers and par- 
ents opposed the move, a8 there 
would have to be cuta in books, 
equipment or even a normal teach 
ing job to balance the budget 
The number of children needing 
special help for behavioural or 
learning difficulties 1s soaring. 
Local education authorities say they 
need increased funding to cope with 
a 40 per cent rise in children with 
special educational needs. 


€ A fiveyearold. primary school: 
pupil, has , been . excluded from a. 


school in Essex after. carrying: out 
30 assaults on staff and pupils. 


Labour restores poll lead 


PERMANENT rupture be- 

tween Labour and the trade 

unions, a relationship that 
has shapecl British politics for most 
of this century, is in sight after 
senior party sources acknowledged 
that the historic link could be sev- 
eredl after the next election. 

In the face of increasingly half 
hearted Labour denials of contin- 
geıcy plans to cut ties, the endgame 
of lasl week's drive by Tony Blair 
and his lieutenants at the TUC con- 
ference to highlight the growing 
gap between party and unions be- 
canıe clear. 

After Stephen Byers, Labour's 
employment spokesman, briefed 
journalists at the TUC in Blackpool 
anı how a Labour government might 
respond lo public sector sirikes, 
sulirces close to Mr Blair emplia- 
sised thal Labour-union relalionship 
wuuldl continue to change and ac- 
knowledged that cutting the ties 
aver time was an option, though an 
rarly breach was unlikely. 

In recent years, the Labour leader 
has privately made no secret ol his 
view that a modern party should 
part company from the unions. 

Mr Byers refused to speculate on 


Martin Kettle 


ONSERYATIVE hopes that 
the Government's summer 
recovery would continue into the 
autumn were dashed last week 
ius Labour reopened a 15-point 
lead in the latest opinion poll. 
, Labour has increased its lead 
aver the Tories by three points, 
according to the September 
Guardian-ICM opinion poll. 
After four successive months 
in which the Conservatives had 
| eaten into Labour's lead, Labour 
have reopened the 15-point 
advantage it held in July. This 
will help to calm party feara that 
fierce Tory propaganda cam- 
paigns might be eroding 
Labour's long-standing poll ad- 
vanı 


The adjusted survey results 
ahow Labour on 47 per cent (up 
2 points compared with AugusD, 
Conservatives 32 (down 1), 
Liberal Democrats 16 (down 3), 


John Carvel 


EAD teachers have demanded, 

sweeping powers to expel, 
iroublesome pupils without interfer- 
ence from "emotional" school gov- 
ernors. 

As the row continues over the 
fate of a 10-year-old accused of di&- 
rupling Manton junior school in 
Worksop, Nottinghamshire, they 
sail heads should have complete 
authority to decide when a school 
can no longer be reasonably ex. 
pected to cope wilh an unruly child. 

The association called on Gillian 
Shephard, the Education and Em- 
ployment Secretary, to remove par- 
enls' righ! to go to an appeals panel 
lo challenge a pupil's exclusion if 
the school's head, governors and. 
the local authority agreed that the. 
child wis unduly dişruptive.. 

But neither the governors nor the 
lucal authority should be allowed to 


But the band's ‘hiatus will mel) 


thd 
band were intending to make ا‎ 


September 22 1g 


1 
The Proms In The Park exper. | 
iment was further proof that itis 1 
virtually impossible to disentan. ' 
gle how much the British publi 
loves music, and how much itis 
simply keen to chuck refresh- 
ments in the back of the car and 
apend the day in a field. 

Dave, a plasterer fron Wands. 
worth sald: “I wouldn't normaly : 
bother with the Proms, but this 
is a bit of a laugh,” he reasoned. 
“It's better than The Who, innit" ! 

Thank God it didn't rain. 

PHOTOGRAPH GAVIN SN! 


for the firat time, disappointed 
applicants were offered an alter- 
native. For £7.50, punters could 
sith Hyde Park, watch a paral- 
lel Proms first half devised for 
open-air consumption, then 
hook into the Albert Hall at 
9.15pm via giant video screens 
for the traditional finale. 

‘This populist leap forward 
makes sense for the BBC: it's a 
way of selling 30,000 more tick- 
ets and cashes in on the vogue 
for classical music in the open 
air. 


Adam Sweeting enjoys Hyde Park as the Last Night of the Proms goes open-alr 


IEE an amazing sense 
of community and good na- 
ture here,” effused compere 
Sheridan Morley, to cover the 
gaps while acenec-shifters shoved 
planos and music stands around 
the Hyde Park stage in London. 

‘The Last Night of the Proms is 
still the last bastion of an 
Englishness which grows more 
cherished even as it becomes en- 
tirely imaginary. The traditional 
Last Night was going on, as sold 
out and saturated in Union Jacks 
as ever, at the Albert Hall, but 


IRA calls rare convention 


armed campaign could equal 
swing a convention.” 

In Belfast, senior police offites 
believe lhe republican leaclershe, 
favours ending the IRA caınpaig 
but has been meeling resistance. 
@ Loyalist politicians can renuain il; 
the Stormont talks lable in spite dl, 
death threats by their paraınilla ! 
wings, the British and Irish gover | 
ments clecidecl last week. ا‎ 

Ian Paisley's Deıuocratic Unio 
ists lıad threatened to withdraw ur 
less the Progressive Unionist Par 
and the Ulster Denıocratic Purlf 
were excludecl over Ihreats ageinst 
loyalist hardliner Billy Wright. 
But the governments ruled 
the Mitchell principles of noni 
lence had not been breached. A 
though the {wo parlies lad failed 
condenın the threats, there was 10 
evidence they endorsed it. 

The DUP deputy leader, Pekî 
Robinson, said: “It is an invitation 
Sinn Fein to come through: thes 
doors without any change in ¢ 
IRA's position.” 


ica, which has resulted in the 10 
being pulled two-thirds of the ¥ 
through. lt is unlikely that 

ate touring commitments will be fat 
filled.” 

But Oasis shocked no one wîl 
the muchpublicised split gave ¥ 
to the inevitable 1 

Brothers, part-time pugilists 4%. 
some might say, prime 
cists Noel and Liam were back 
gether by the weekend. 3 


tours of Hawali, Japan, Hong Kol& 


New Zealand and: Australia bef | ; 


Christmas are off. : 
Noel, Liam and the rést of 


appearance for the media this 
— if they can agree a day, a 
and a place without any 


You have to ask why British military 
intelligence are putting out these 
speculative reports. It's to cause 
confusion in republican ranks and 
it's not helpful." 

Mr Adams made similar remarks 
a week before the IRA called ils 
ceasefire in August 1994. 

The convention will eleci a new 

` IRA executive and a pool of subsli- 
tute executive members to replace 
any of the 12 as needed. The execıı- 
tive in turn selects a new army 
council and chief of staff. 

But most important of all, the 
convention can change the IRA's 
“standing orders" by a two-thirds 
majority, It is the only body with the 
Power to declare a permanent end 
to the IRA's campaign. 

In Dublin, one Garda source said: 
“The IRA has been organising meet- 
ings at local level around the coun- 
try." These meetings were selecting 
representatives for the convention. 
“Those in favour of a new ceasefire 
are in the ascendant. But the hard- 
liners who favour continuation of an 


walked out halfway through an 
American tour and flown home. 

The whispers were aimed at ac- 
tress Patsy Kensit, Liam's girlfriend. 
She has been married to musicians 
e md ا‎ bands ran into 
trouble. But Paul Gallagher, 

32, the other brother, argued: a 
sure Patsy had nothing to do with it. 
She's great. She is no Yoko Ono.” 

“Best band in the world, We're to- 
tally mad for it,” the Failsworth girls 
insisted. “This stuff about the split 
— it's just the papers. Doesn't mean 
it's happening does it? Theyre al- 
ways arguing. They'll last as long as 
the Beatles. Longer.” 

And they were right. Creation, 
the band's record company, noted 
tersely: “Oasis have had internal dif- 

ficulties on their ninth tour of Amer- 


David Sharrock 


HE fate of the Northern Ire- 
land Troubles could be de- 

cided within a month, it was 
learned this weekend when security 
sources on both sides of the Irish 
border revealecl that the IRA has 
called a rare meeting of its supreme 
authority, the General Army Con- 
vention. 

The convention — to which rep- 
resentatlves of all the IRA's units, 
commands, brigades and battalions 
as well as figures from its executive 
committee, army council and general 
headquarters staff will attend — 
may be preceded by further attacks 
or high-profile targets in England. 

But the rarity of such a confer- 
ence suggests that the IRA may 
have reached a polnt of momentous 
change, with hard decisions facing 
it on the worth of force compared 
with the political gains made by 
Sinr: Fein during the peace process. 

Party president Gerry Adams 
said: “Its the first Ive heard of it. 
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Shock horror as Oasis agree to stay together 


س 
David Ward and Nick Varley‏ 
e‏ 


ff /NASIS split shock" (or was it 
“Oasis shock spill') the 

black letter bill sald last Thursday 
on @ stand in Market Street 
presided aver by Kevin Barnes, the 
loudest news vendor in Manchester. 
His cry of “Late final!" set trem- 


bling buildings even the IRA could 
not budge. But his bellowings were 
drowned by the squeals of anguish 
uttered by the Failsworth Collective 
when they caught up with the 
tragedy, 


Liam Gallagher leaving Oasis is 


as common as strong lager and 
stronger language but this time it 
seemed serious. 
brother Noel, aged 29, the band's 
songwriter and resident genius, bad 


The singers 
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Norma breaks rank with 
John over privacy laws 


Complaining thal staff morale 
was increasingly difficult to main- 
tain, Mr Till said that about 1,500 
senior stafî were leaving al the end 
uf his munth under a voluntary re- 
dundaney prograınme designed to 
achieve spending culs. 

Just as Mr Tilt was warning that 
he might have to use police cells to 
relieve prison overcrowding, the 
Home Office announcerl sharp rises 
in the number of deaths in police 
custody. There were 50 such deaths 
in the 12 months lo April, compared 
wilh 39 tle year before: 36 in 1994; 
an¢l [8 in 1993, 


LONG-RUNNING row over 
allegalions of corruption and 
ınismanageımenl look a new lwisl 
when 15 Labour councillors in the 
London borough of Hackney re- 
slgned their party membership. 
They complained about the "grossly 
inadequate” proposals by the old- 
guard Labour leadership for inqulir- 
ing into the activities ofl Mark 
Trotter, an alleged paedophile wilo 
ran a children's home in the borough. 
The rebels want public exposure 
af the activities of 1Yotter, himself a 
Labour activist, who died last year, 
aud have matlc many other allega- 
tious about {he inıproper conduct of 
council business. They dil not, how- 
ever, win the backing of Lhe Labour 
party nationally, anci five of them 
were barred from holding office 
earlier this year for allegedly behav- 
ing like "a party within a parly”. 


HERE are now up to 1.5 million 

“problem gamblers” in Britain, 
including more than 500,000 who 
can be classed as “pathological or 
compulsive", according to research 
commissioned by the Home Office, 
which regulates gambling. A third 
of the compulsive gamblers spent 
more than 40 per cent of their an- 
nual earnings on their habit, 

The Home Secretary, Michael 
Howard, is planning a further 
deregulation of gambling by allow- 
ing new casinos to open in 13 towns, 
relaxing the 48-hour waiting period 
for casino membership, and lifting 
current bans on advertising and 
credit facilities. But the researchers 
warned that there should be “1o fur- 
ther deregulation until we take 
stock of the level of problem gam- 
blers in Britain, and what it costs 
them, their families and society”. 


| ITS FUSTA PAE (MUTATION OF 
LENNON AND MLCARTHEYSSRIT. 


ORMA MAJOR, the wife of the 
Prime Minister, sugested this 
weck that lhere shoulcl be a new pri- 
vacy law to prolect people like her 
family from the intrusive Inng-focus 


lenses of press photographers when 
they were on privale property. 

Pictures of the Majur' family urı 
lholtlay in the Somh ûf France — 
inclucling une of (heir sun, Janes, 
tnfngÎng in mı amuruus rnmp will 
his girlfrienel — were published in a 
tabloid newspaper in Augusl, bul 
the fanıily made te conpliint to thie 
Press Complaints Connulissiun., 

Asketl whether she thought (ere 
shauld bé û new priviecy law, Mis 
Major replied: “Well, I 1hink we 
could cerlainly make ù start with 
cameras.” She Ihoughı thal every- 
haıly, “whether they are in enlerlain- 
ment or whatever", were enlilled 10 
an clement uf privacy. “Î clon’ think 
the public has a right to know every- 
thing and be everywhere.” 

The Prime Minister may well 
agree with her, as clu 1 growing 
number of MP3 on all sicles of (he 
Commons. But Mr Major and his 
Heritage Secretary, Virginia Bol- 
tonıley, have have sel their faces 
againsl any changes in the law (his 
side of a general clection lor fear uf 
upeelting fhe press, 

Irime nıinisters’ wives are nol 
oflen the subjects of TV interviews, 
but Mrs Major has been witlı her 
husband on the canıpaign trail in re 
cent weeks and Tory inıage-makers 
hope voters nay iclentify more wilh 
her homely, down-to-earth approach 
than they will with Cherie. the high- 
flying lawyer wife uf the Labour 
leader, Tony Blair. 


HE POSTAL wurkers’ union 

stepped up its industrial action 
against Royal Mail by calling an- 
other two 24-hour strikes — eighl 
such stoppages have already been 
staged — this weekenrl and nexi. 
The union said they were precur- 
sors to “a further range of strike 
action aimed at bringing the dispute 
lover pay and working practices] ta 
a satisfactory conclusion." 

The Government respunded by 
threatening to suspend, for a fur- 
ther three months, the Royal Mall's 
statutory monopoly on carrying let- 
ters costing under £1. This, it evi- 
dently hopes, will be a lung enough 
period to encourage private firms to 
set up lettercarrying operations. 
The union, for its part, sees it as a 
form of privatisation by stealth. 

The dispute has reached dead- 
lock, after two year's of negotiation, 
over Royal Mail's deterınination to 
introduce American-siyle “team 
working" in which teanı members 
would do the work uf absent cul- 
leagues. The Labour party lias 
pointedly refused tu back the strik- 
ers ancl David Blunkett, the shadow 
employmenl secretary, angerecl 
tihem wilh an article in which le 
dubbed some unim leaders is 
“arınchair revolutinnarius’". 


Bran prison population is 
rising so rapidly thal A new 
prison is needed every three wecks 
according to the director-general of 
ihe Prison Service, Riclıard Tilt. 
The number of iımates is rising at 
the rate of 1,000 n month, and the 
present total of 56,000 is up by 10 
per cent over the year. 
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would be complex and prohibitively 
expensive. 

The Labour parly is also dislanc- 
ing itself from the prospect of a new 
earnings levy, put provisionally at 
1.5 per cent of income, However, 
shadow ministers say they will study 
the proposals of the inquiry set up 
by the Joseph Rowntree Foundation. 

The long-awalted report says that 
action is needed to prepare for û 
surge in numbers of eklerly people 
in 20 years’ time and to Iıneet con- 
cern that the existing syatent of fi- 
natcing long-lerm care is unfair. It 
takes issue with the Conımons 
health select commiiltee, which 
clalmed the implications of popula- 
tion trencis had beeıı overslalerl. 


The ruling comes as the Depart- 
ment of Social Securily is pushing 
through reforms t0 protect the menî 
bers of company pension schemes 
from unscrupulous employers fol 
lowing the Robert Maxwell scandal, 
where thouısands of workers' pen- 
sions were siphoned off to prop up 
the media mogul's business empire, 

David Brindle adds: The Govyern- 
ment İs due to reject the recommen- 
dations of an Independent inquiry 
which calls for a compulsory insur- 
ance scheme to meet the costs of 
caring for tle growing numbers of 
Britain's elderly. 

Ministers are dismissing the idea 
A8 a “new and unfair tax", and say 
the system requirecl to administer it 


pensioners to win £200m payout 


windfall", unless ministers appeal 
against the ruling, although indus- 
fry sources suggest this would be 
unlikely to succeed, 

The Government plundered the 
funcl's huge surpluses when the in- 
dustry was privatised in 1986. Later, 
the National Audit Office ruled the 
bulk of the money raised from the 
National Bus sell-off came from the 
winding up of the pension fund, 

It is not the first time that the Gov- 
ernment has pocketed the surplus in 
the pension scheme of a privatised 
company. In 1994, il took an esti 
mated £2 billion out of the former 
British Coal pension funds in retutn 
for a guarantee that peusions would 
be linkecl to the rate of inflation. 


Kelth Harper and Rlehard Miles 
T HOUSANDS of National Bus 


pensioners are in line for a 

£200 million payout alter it 
emerged this week that the Govern- 
ment was guilty of raiding the com- 
pany’s penslon scheme when it was 
privatised 10 years ago. 

The pensions ombudsman, Jullan 
Farrand — appolnted by the Social 
Services Secretary, Peter Lilley, to 
investigate complaints Irom the 
public — has Instructed trustees to 
“take all possible steps" to recover 
the money from the Treasury. 

Bus pensioners could gain by up 
to £1,000 a year after trustees (ls- 
perse the money “with interest 


Britain ‘failing’ 
in its human 
rights duties 


Rlchard Norton-Taylor 


RITAIN is guilty of more than 

40 violations of its international 
human rights obligations, according 
to a “democratic audit” to be pub- 
lished this week. 

The most serious violations, it 
says, are the absence of constitu- 
tional and judiclal safeguards relat- 
ing to privacy and equal protection 
under the law. But failures range 
from lack of freedom of information 
to the use of the security services in 
Northern Ireland. 
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Common myths about 
Offshore Banking 


“Keeping in touch with your offshore bank is difficult” 


PlisSe SENJ M2 NATMILN gta e Un? sei JS 
J TI 24 hor banlıng 

| A Ortshare Savngs Accourts 

CJ Automated Savings Plan 

J Fıranûal Apprasal 
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M:dland Offshore, PO Box 615, $1 Heler 
Jersey JE4 SYD, Channal Islands a0 


At Mıdland Offshore we appreciate that you wıll want to keap ın touch wılh your offshore 
fınances 45 easily as you do wıth your local bank. That's why we have introduced a number 
of new services, l0 enable you to do just that. 

To seg if your accounts ate as accessible as they could be, check if your offshore bank 
provides you with the followıng: 


24 hour banking by phone or fax YES O NO 1 
Summary Siatement showing balances on all your accounts YES QO NO 1 
Free annual revlew of your financial affairs YES NO J 
170,000 cash machines worldwide providing easy access to your moray YES J NO 


If you benefit from all these, the chances are you're already banking wıth Midiand 
Offshore. If not read on. 

Not anly are we open 24 hours a day, 365 days a year, but vvhen you contact US 
you'll be surprised by how much you can achieve over the phone. You can open 
accounts, make payments and transfers and if you NB advıce On an account Or 
investment, our financia! advisers can help. 

You'll also fınd we have innovative services, such as the Summary Statement and 
the Automated Savings Plan which, through sound financial planning, keaps your 
money where its working hardest for you. Depending On YOU! 80S, We can also 
recommend ınvastments from Midland Offshore or from other selected financial 
services specialists. : 

Tofind out how easy offshore banking can be, call our Offshore Service Centre or ratun the. coupon. 


Call 44 1534 616111 or fax 44 1534 616222 24 hours a day ۰ 


Please quote ref no: GW2196 
°“ 
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MIBLAND 


Helping you make your money work harder 


` Menıber HSBC CE} Group 
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maş kD an cle of oferta on hn ch pilsdciin . 


The audit, The Three Pillars of 
Liberty — Parliament, the Courts 
and Public Opinion ~~ was drawn up 
by the Human Rights Centre at the 
University of Essex using bench’ 
marks including thc European Con- 
vention On Human Rights and the 
United Nations Covenant on Civil 
And Political Riglıts. 

Britain's traditional legal, consli- 
tutional and political arrangemenls 
fall Lo protect civil liberties ancl “clo 
not fully ensure that an effective 
reme(ly is providecl", says tlie re- 
port. Since 1975 the European 
Court of Human Rights has ruled 
against Britain in 42 cases — in 25 
as A result of acts passed by Parlii’ 
ment, in a further 10 as A result of 
secontlary legislation. ‘These viola- 
tions nre historlc: the audit has 
fuunel a further 43 current nnd col- 
tinuing violations of obligations. 

It acknowledlgedl thant Britain is a 
liberal clemocracy, free from witle- 
sprend and gross viulations of 
human rights. But it says that 
Britain's traditlonal legal. conslitu- 
tional, ancl politleal arrangements 
fail to protect political rights and 
(reedoma effectively. That failure, it 
says, is systemlec and no single 
group — whether judges, civil ser- 
vants or politicians —— was to blame. 

It points the finger at the lack of a 
written constitution and the doc- 
trine of “parliamentary soverelgnty” 
with party discipline ensuring that 
governments dominate the Com- 
mons. “Britain's secretiye regime 
severely limits MPs' powers to hold 
ministers accountable,” the report 
says. It adds: “Scrutiny of new 
legislation is partisan and largely 
nominal." 

Parllament, it says, “has neither 
the will nor the resources to check 
the mass of secondary legislation — 
codes, guidance — which pours 
through every year and continually 
extends’ ministerial and offlclal 
Power”, 

It says the problems are com’ 
pounded by Britain's political eul- 
ture — g traditional emphasis on 
public order and strong govern 
ment 

Professor Kevin Boyle, director 
of Essex university's human rights 
centre, sald the audit revealed a 
“disturbing neglect of basic civil and 
political’ rights in Britain". He has 
written to Lord Mackay, the Lord 
Chancellor, asking him to conduct 
an immediate review of British law 
and constitutional procedures to 
ensure they met the country’s 
obligations, 

The Lord Chancellor's depart- 
ment sald it would reapond in due 
course, 

Tony Wright, the Labour MP for 
Cannock and Burntwood who is 
known to be close to Tony Blair, 
sald the Commons should set up a 
humah rights committee to şcruti- 
nise planned legislation. 
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In Brlef 


D OUGLAS HOGG, the agrl- 
culture miniater, was 
bluntly told in Brussels that 
there was no chance of other 
European countries agreeing to 
his calls for cuts to the slaughter 
flgure of 147,000 high-risk cattle, 


RITISH diplomat Robert 

Coghlan, jailed for smug- 
glng child pornography from 
Japan, has been dismissed by 
the Foreign Office, 


FOOD firm which put chil 

dren as young as 10 to work 
in its factory for up to six hours 
a day has been fined £14,000, 


ETER MARTIN, a Man- 

cheater model agency owner 
and aasoclate of the disgraced 
millionaire Owen Oyaton, was 
Jalled for 20 yeara for raping and 
sexually assaulting teenage girls, 


OLICE sealed off a national. 

iat area of Belfast after Sean 
Devlin was shot in a punishment 
killing by Direct Action Against | 
Drugs. The group, believed to he أ‎ 
a cover for the IRA, has claimed ' 
responsibility for seven other i 
murclers in Northern Ireland in 
the past 18 months. 


EBASTIAN COE renigned us 

honorary president uf the 
National Piatol Association 
following accusations that lt had 
mounted a smear campaign 
aginst the father of a girl who 
died in the Dunblane massacre. : 
In a separate incident parents of 
the victims attacked a newe 
paper advertising campalgn by 
the British Shooting Sports 
Council which auıggests that all 
gun owners face being penalised 
for Thomas Hamilton's killings. 


HE Government l4 consider 

ing a crackdown on cheque: 
book journufisın, Including a 
ponstblc new criminal offence of 
making payments to likely 
witnesses İn criminal trials. 


Vv ICTIMS of aexlal and phys 
cal abuse, and thelr alleged 
attackers, may be allowed to 

apeak anonymously to a tribunal 
investigating incidents at chil , 
dren's homes in North Wales. . 


۲T HE Queen and the Duke of' ' 
ıJ Edinburgh, their children 


` and advisers, have been did’. . 


cussing at Balmoral the shapê,ûf 
the family’s future public role 
and their duties, 


EZA AFSHAR; a 17-year-old 

boy, born’ anid brdüighé up iP 
Britain, was snatched by off . 
cials in Tehran as he was bard | 
iig a flight home after a holiday | 
The offlclals say he is eligible f 
two years" hatloal dervie. 


BOUT 250,000 young pen. 
ple were homelegs'in the U |. 
at some atage last yêar, çe! N 
ing to'an inquiry headed bY. 


editor of thê Iidependent; ai 


: Andreas Whittam Smith, for’ 
' coramisilonêd hy 10'eharitek 


Asked bluntly if the bishop could 
continue as a priest if he had had a 
relationslıip with the woman, Cardi- 
nal Winning said: “Well, it depends 
what you mean by a relationship. 
You can go to confession, You know, 
There's a church of sinners . . . 
there's many a fallen person who is 
penitent enough..." 

The cardinal was insistent, how- 
ever, that celibacy remained an es- 
sential, almost crucial, feature of the 
priesthood. 

"The fact that we have celibacy is 
to make us totally available to other 
people . . . the fact that lapses do 
occur does not mean to gay that we 
have to abandon celibacy." 

But it is clear that these com- 
ments go to the heart of what seeıns 
to have been a growing rift between 
Bishop Wright and the Church. 


Comment, page 12 
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Anguished bishop resigns 


choice to make: give up Mrs 
Macphee aş a first step towards 
rehabilitation. 

Cardinal Winning emphasised 
that Bishop Wright had no intention 
of giving up the Church, "In fact, I 
would still hope that he will con- 
tinue sometime, somewhere his 
ministry as a priest — we both felt 
in his heart of hearts he probably 
would want to do that.” 

Without compromising on points 
of principle, he said that at a time of 
personal crisis the Church had to 
show compassion to a man who ap- 
parently accepted, under great 
strain, that he might lıave been un- 
suitable for a senior role in the 
Church after A long period of self 
examination. 


regret for the hurt he had caused by 
his sudden disappearance, and he 
insisted on resigning," sald Cardinal 
Winning, 

He said that there was no chance 
of the 56yearold bishop remaining 
in his post. He had tendered his res- 
ignation to the Pope. 

Cardinal Winning spoke candidly 
and wilh some irritation about the 
bishop's long-standing relationship 
with Mrs Kathleen Macphee, a 40 
yearoldl nurse from near Fort 
William who went missing about the 
same time as the bishop, leaving 
her youngest child with relatives. 

It wag clear the hierarchy [elt that 
Bislıop Wright had crossed the 
boundaries of clerical morality 
some time ago and had a clear 


Petar Hetherington 


EADERS of the Roman 
Coie church in Scotland 

on Monday urged tlie rune 
away Bishop of Argyll and the [ales 
to show penitence and remain in the 
jıriesthood after a week of unprece- 
dented drama involving hierarchy 
und priests. 

Bishop Roderick Wright, ap- 
pointerl five years ago to (he High- 
laucl dincese, finally emerged late 
on Sunclay after a week in hiding to 
tell Carclinal Thomas Winning, head 
of lle church in Scoland, thal he 
was “physically and spiritually un- 
able” to sustain his responsibililies. 

"He was very insistent on ex- 
pressing his cleep, deep sorrow and 
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8 clalm London's pigeons are diseasc-ridden vermin 
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Food for thought , . . Critlc 


Pigeons’ fate up in the air in Trafalgar Square 


same time licensing A seed 
vendor to aell pigeon feed to 
touriata. 

Generations of tourists have 
been photographed with the 
birds perching on their hands, 
shoulders or hats, to the incre- 
dulity of bodies such as the Civic 
Trust which regards them as 
vermin with wings. The Trust is 
calling for falcons in Trafalgar 
Square to eliminate the pigeons. 


central London where fecding Is 
permitted, is estimated at be- 
tween 200,000 and 1.,5 million, 
Recent reports claim that dlis- 
eases including TB and organ- 
isms causing food poisoning and 
skin imfections have been 
detected among the birds. 

The department spends 
£100,000 a year on dally clean- 
ing, removing up to a ton of 
pigeon droppings, while at the 


HE Department of National 
Heritage ta considering dras. 
tlc measures against a London 
tourist landmark — the pigeons 
in Trafalgar Square, A report 
being considered by the depart- 
ment suggests a range of cOn- 
trols for the birda, from poison 
to wires preventing roosting, 
writes Maev Kennedy, 

The pigeon population of the 
square, the only public space in 


Free tuition for students under threat 


government. The CVCP thinks the 
changes are unlikely to come into 
force for four years. 

Labaur and the Liberal Demo- 
crats have already called for refornı 
of student maintenance to abolish 
the'traditional grant in favour of a 


more generous loan, available on a: 


pro rata basis to part-time students 
and others who do not qualify for 
help under the present system. 
Douglas Trainer, president of the 
National Union of Students, said he 
understood the vicechancellors' 


problems, but they should not pass 


the buck to students. 


“We are appalled at having to foot 


the whole bill for neglect by the 
overnment.” 4 
@ After months of abortive'negotia- 
tions with Barclays and Clydestlale, 
Gillian Shephard, the Education and 
Employment Secrêtary has dropped 
her plans for the banks to offer 
subsidised loans to students, in 
competition with the’ ‘Treasury- 


backed Student Loaris Compahy.' 


1 


uate qualifying after a three-year 
degree course owing £20,625, at 
today's prices. 

The money would be repaid 
through a supplementary National 
Insurance levy at about 3 per cent of 
taxable income. Typically graduates 
would discharge their debts over 20 
years or more in employment, but 
those on very low incomes might 
never complete the repayments, 

The proposal is expected to be 
agreed at the annual conference of 
the Comniiltee of Vice-Chancellors 
and Principals in Sheffield. It takes 
the form of a recoınntendation to 
the government inquiry into higher 
education under Sir Ron Dearing. 

Sir Ron is due to present a blue- 
print for universities in the 21st cen- 
tury shortly after the general 
election, Although fhe universities 
could not implement the scheme 
without legislation, the proposals to 
shift more of the cost of higher edu- 
cation to graduates would be a pow- 
erful temptation to the incoming 


John Carvel 


TUDENTS would lıave to repay 

more than £20,000 towards the 
cost of their university degree 
under proposals likely to be agreed 
this week by vicechancellors, who 
are preparing to abandon the funda- 
mental principle of free tuition for 
full-time undergraduates. 

In lhe face of a mounting financlal 
crisis, the universities have put to- 
gellier a plan fo raise an extra 
BG billion a year by transferring a 
large slice of the funding lor higher 
educalion [rom Ihe governnıenl to 
graduates, 

They want stuclenls to take out 
loans averaging £2,400 a year to 
cover about a third of tuition costs, 
‘The current systenı of mainlenance 
grants and shart-term loans would 
he scrapped in favour of a ntore sub- 
stanlial long-term mnintenance loan 
worih £4,475 a year throughout the 
period of study. Together these 
debts would leave the average grad- 


BBC axes 
programme 
on airline 


Andrew Culf 


SECOND Newsnight report 

involving allegations against 
Brilish Airways has been tlroppedl by 
tl BHC to lhe anger of journalists, 

The BBC duniedl {he clecision lo 
ake ıl report on alleged anticon- 

putitive trusts — and another flin 
un “dirly tricks" against Richarcl 
Branson's Virgin — had been inkerı 
by Joh Birt, thc (lireclor general. 

Mr Birt has reporlcrlly had lalks 
with Sir Tim Bell, heal of Lowe Bull 
public relations, arlviser to British 
Airwuys and, uMil recently, the 
BBC, He is also a Iriencl of Robert 
Ayling, chief exeuulive of British 
Airways. Tley both have holiday 
cattages in Hay-ûn-Wye, Powys, and 
gu walking in the Brecon Beacons. 

Newsnight ran a report by a [(ree- 
late reporter, Martyn Gregory, in 
August 1994 aboul an allegerl dirty 
ticks campaign by British Airways. 
Mr Birt faxecl Tony Hall, chief exec- 
utive of BBC News, critcising the 
rigour of its journalism. 

A halfhour film by Mr Gregory 
— carrying new allegations from 
John Gorman, a (ormer police offic 
cer who claimed threat and harass- 
ment by BA — was then pulled. 

Simultaneously, Mr Gregory had 
been preparing another filnı on al- 
leged anticonıpetitive practices by 
the airline, which (ook on added sig- 
niftcance after the nıerger in June 
between BA and American Airlines. 

Mr Gregory said: “I was told that 
the ‘antitrust’ film was dropped. 
The reason given was that the John 
Gorman film was tn be aired, Now it 
appears neither are to be screened, 

HU is very difficull to understand 
what is happening at the BBC." 
® Baroness Hogg, the former head 
of John Major's Downing Sirecl ol- 
icy unit, is onc of five experls who 
colıld determine the fate of the BBC 
World Servite, 

The panel will assess evidence 
frum ihe BBC, the Forcign Qffve 
anl World Service ciumpaigners 
abot the impact of Mr Birt's BBC 
reorganisallon. 

The four other Imenıbers ure 
livid CGleucross, fornur chief exec 
utive of the Iuclependenl Television 
Comniission; Jolin Wilson, controller 
uf BBC editorial policy until 1993; 
Stephen Claypole, managing director 
of the television news agency APTV, 

dnd Nicholas Colchester, edilorial 
clirectar of {he Economist Intelli- 
gence Uni since LY93. 
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DE ORS UONME kb APs 


want some fresh eit, My wifi’ ivi 
birl AO ays agu, su Tm nul il- 
YoU 


im girl will 
. After sh valu, 


Teji turned seriou, mah. | 
when the Luk turn 2 
One of the ciumlicd 
deney uf the Serh hirlf iH ll 


Muslin. 
Why wasn't he iı real vitizerı? 
Hece he's uol living here.” i 


Pejie sail. 1 
But Dazurit wis expelled by Surl 
gunmen. 
“He's stl (mt e vitizet," Pojiv 
sail. 


Bul why? 


“Because he's a Turk,” Pejic suid 
Only Muslim veted or Satur- 
day at Pejic's slatiorı. 


reach the rogues, but it does 
create a legal and political 
tamework in which they can be 
beter isolated and pursued. 

Due cites the situation of 
American chemical companies, 
which, he heljeves, would auffer 
under unacCaptably intrusive in- 
spection obligatons. 

But the companîag themselves 
have greeted the as a wel- 
come and bearable berata of 
thelr exports from the onus of 
contributing to rogue chemical 
stocks: 

The treaty haa been pulled, 
not killed. In other political 
circumstances, it can be sent 
back to the Senate. But menn- 
‘while the ratifications of other 
atntes will bring il Into effect. A4 


‘A reaulk the American govern- 


ment will be frozen out of the 
trealy'a initial applicalan —- this 
can only warm the polson-gns 
crowd — andl dhe American 
chemical indüutry will rlak a cut- 
off of tens of hilllons of dollars in 
exports. 

We don't belicve (hal's in the 
Unledl States" national inlerest, 
or Dales, for that matler., 


Turnabout 


Mul 
Cfo madd, 


A woman ancl child sit by election ponters in Sarajevo, Despite the the full deployment anf NATO {ruops 
there was a poor Muslim voter turnout in Scerh-held parts of Bosnin 


grave, in (he huurt of the SY 
killing ficlels. The other loc: 
eFvun sirtngur — Zuticil, tt 
vill whose nune, in Ei 
means jındive, 

There the polling statin sil in i 
Karage mere him BOO fot from Ihe 
kU raal, Vulers woul hive lo nı™ 
guline a slippery, nuuldy ruil Ut 
ıt mes rin perilously close 106 i 
tigi river, swulln wilh lasl 
week's ins. Then ey woukl live 
lo cleal with Miro Pejic, Pejic is the 
chil of the Zulica pulling slaticn, 
Approve for his post by the OSCE. 

A» a practical juke, Pejiv and his 
colleagues, five olher Surbh men, 
had pliced sevral pigs iı a runm 
nexl to the pulling statinn. As they 
wailed fur Muslims 1u arrive, Ihe 
ren giggled ard cursecl as thie pigs 
SMuuled and ainkerl. Park is 
shunnt’ by followers of Islan. 

“Û guess all the Turks are lend,” 
Pejic said, enaluying a Serb slur for 
Bosnia's Muslilr men. “Anyway, 1 


Che Washington Post 
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pelle from areas where they used 
tw be in the majority, like the Mus- 
fms uf enstern Bosnia. In lheury, 
when these elevlions ocvur, Mus- 
lims will be able ta return to uel 


ballil bux e Serhs' military vir 
tory. Thus, Western officials lye 
thesized hat Muslinıs ar waiting 
lı the municipal vnting m~ which 
will frrbably be hekl in November 
— l0 cross he lines. 

Bul other Fees polit tu bad ur- 
ganization, which kas wracked thu 
OSCE's electoral work aver the past 
nine nıouths. 

Serbs. in consulation wil, the 
OSCE, picked out two pulling :ia- 
tions thal were "rrcomniendedl" fur 
the Muslims around Srebreniva. 
Serb police declared they woulcl not 
guarantee Muslim voters securily 
elsewhere. 

One station was here in Konjevic 
Polje, across the sireel fron û mass 


GIJAFRDIAN WEEKLY 
September 22 1998 


Muslims Afraid to 
Vote in East Bosnia 


"This was my vote to come lome,” 
she said. 

Directly across (rom the polling 
place, in a verclant valley amid 
rolling hills, lay a mass grave froın 
which international war criınes in- 
vestigators exhumed miorc than 80 
bodies earlicr this year. They hal al! 
been shot in the back of the head. 
All were believed to have come (rum 
Srebrenica. 

As many as 8,000 Muslims froin 
around Srebrenica and the neigh- 
boring town of Bratunac hal been 
expucled to relurn ûn Saturday 1n 
vole. But as of late Saturday afler- 
noon only lwo buses, carrying 31 
people allogrlber, had arrived from 
Musliuhell ground. Intleedl, 
troughout Bosnian, the number of 
people crossing from the Muslin 
Crom fecleratiou lu the Surb sicle 
was far less {hun expevtetl. 

Weslern election ufficinls hal 
retlictecl (hat belween 30,000 aul 
110100 people would crass the 
lines. In all, unly 350 to «100 buses, 
CAFFYÎNK fn more Ii 20,000 peo’ 
ple, did so. Those low numbers 
scemed to cheer Uosgiun Serh ofti- 
cials, who had pent sh wir trying 
1o carve Out it se[xirate Sliner, 

“That means they'll never von 
home," sail u Serb paliceith eu, 
identified himself only as Brine bun 
acknowledgecl thal he had forcrl 
sume of {hose very voters [rom 
their homes. 

‘There are scverill reasons why su 
few people joined Cozi in her 
courageous (rip into (he Serbs 
sironghold. First, in Augusl, the Or- 
ganization for Security and Cuopera- 
tion in Europe (OSCE), which is 
supervising Bosnia's eleclinns, post: 
paned a key part af therm — vating 
for nunicipal offices — because 
uliranationalist Serbs had engaged 
in widespread electoral fraud. 

Bosnia's municipal elections are 
particularly important to people ex- 


John Pomfret in Konjevic Polje 


HE LAST TIME Harija Cozic 
saw the rolling hills of east- 

ern Bosnia was July 11, 1995, 
Alter Serb forces raınpaged through 
the town of Srebrenica, Cozic and 
more than 30.000 Muslin women, 
children and elderly people were 
packed into buses ind flatbed 
trucks and expellel to lerritory 
hell by the Muslim4ecl Bosnian 
anvernıienl. 

er the last four miles of the trip, 
they were forced to walk. A trail of 
tears snaked (hrough the counlry- 
sidle. Meanwhile. Serb gunmen are 
believed to have uugltered up 1o 
$000 Muslim nitn “auyghl in ancl 
aruund Srebrenica, nllexydly on the 
arders of their uillary Ciief, Gen. 
Rulko Mladic. Oue uf thelr was 
Cozic's brother. Anolher was her 
father. Another was her cousin. 
Another was her uncle, 

Last Saturday, Cozic, dressed in 
her somewhat tlrvarlbare Sunday 
best, returıtecl 10 iı war-ravaged field 
west ûf Bralunie, her homme awn, to 
vale in Bosnia's niationwile elec- 
tous. M a palling station inh û 
burnvduut, lweslory luuse that 
usetl lo belnng lo i Muslim, now 
dund, Cuzic cast her ballot with 
quiet slignity. 

Serb policemen surrounded the 
sile, Cozi iuıd several other Nlus- 
lims identified son uf Ihem as the 
KUnmen wh hatl driven them oul of 
their homes in Braunac in 1992, 
forcing 1lhen 1o take refuge in 
duonted Srebrenica, wlıiclı is about 
six miles soutlı. A pılaloon of U.S, 
Army nıilitary pulice stool by in 
case of trouble. 

One ofthe Muslim wortien picked 
a bouquet of willflower's after cast 
ing her vote. “Ill dry these and 
think of home all winter," said Zehra 
Ferhadbegovic, 49, an electrical 
engineer, with tears in her eyes. 


Dole’s Treaty 
EDITORIAL 


OR THE better part of a 

decade then-Senator Robert 
Dale was a part of the legion of 
Republicans, including President 
Ronald Reagan and Presldent 
George Bush, James Baker and 
Brent Scowcroft, who supported 
writing a treaty to oulaw poison 
gas. 

Last week, on the eve of a 
Senate vote on ratification, Dolce 
indicated that he had changed 
his mind. 

TH isa hard to believe the pollti- 
cani cımpnign had nothing to do 
with the candidate's filp-flop,'al- 
though Dole does cite rensons,. 
He suggests he had reservations 
nbout tle trenly'h covernge — the 
rogue atntcs nt are its prime 
target will surely reject it — and 
about ita enforceablllbt, which 
under the best uf ciretutnatances 
will not bo foolproof. 

Others who are not running 
for office have also clted these 
vicws, xil we think there are 
ntrong arguments againnt them, 
The treaty does not immcdiately 


Fraud Over Chemical Weapons 


cal weaponry or its key ingredients. 

The inspection teams that will 
enter U.S. plants if this convention 
is ratified could have representa- 
tives from states such as France and 
Japan, for example, that practice in- 
dustrial espionage. Ironically, Wash- 
ington also will have to foot some of 
the bills for these inspections, 
which experts believe may’ violate 
the constitutional rights of U.S. 
companies and citizens. American 
companies also woull haye to 
provicle continuing, time-consuming 
reports. 

Negotiations on the treaty began 
under President Reagan; the accor 
wns seen (hen aš a verifiable, global 
ban on chemicnl weapns. As tna 
passed, the purposes changecl, 
Armscunirol experts vonclucled 
thul constitutional rights clashecl 
with the need to verify. There woulel 
have to be ıt compromise. ‘The bal- 
ance that was struck, according 10 
Kyl. adversely affects the Uniteul 
Sales: While the convention clovsn'l 
cateh and punish many cuuntrles 
1hal have secret chemicalkweapons 
prograins, il ends up itnposing 
heavy cusls and constilulionil bur- 
dens an the Unitecl States. 


it reduce the chemical arsenals in 
countries U,S. officials deem most 
likely to use such war tools against 
America and its allies: Libya, Syria, 
North Korea and Iraq. Not surpris- 
ingly, these rogue states have re- 
fused to sign on to lhe regime. 

In fact, not one country of Con- 
cern to tlie United Slates on the 
chemicakweapons front has ratified 
this convention: not the People's Re- 
public of China, Iran, Cuba or even 
Russia, which has signed but not 
ratified and is said to possess one of 
the most sophisticated chemical ar- 
senals in the world. 

Trealy proponents argue that lhe 
convention would enable tlıe United 
States to gather intelligence on 
other countries’ churmicakweapons 
programs, But Sen. Kyl calls such 
benefils “marginal,” aud says, “It's 
nol worth ihe price." 

If the trealy is ralifiecl, Inoreover, 
the United Stiles will have la pick 
up a considerable part of tlie setup 
cosls of a massive new international 
regulatory burly in (he Hague. ‘This 
superngenty would be empowerr) 
to subject U.S. businesses lo routine 
or "challenge" Inspcelions uf sites 
that allegedly miglıt contain chemi 


OPINION 
Lally Weymouth 


F THE Clinton adnıinistration 

succeeds in persuading the Sen- 
ate to ratify the Chemical Weapons 
Convention, the mere fact of a new 
treaty will not help the United States 
conıbat the spread of this weapon of 
mass destruction. . 

Indeed, this particular treaty nay 
do the reverse: Some of the treaty's 
opponents argue convincingly lhat 
it would actually increase the tracle 
in chemical agents with mllitary 
application. 7 

Certainly, it would facilitate the 
establishment of an unnecessary in- 
ternational regulatory agency with 
unlimilecl police powers over lhou- 
sancls of U.S. companies thal pro- 
duce chemicals thal could be usecl 
lo make weapons. 

Sen. Jon Kyl, R-Arizona, agrees 
wilh the majorîly staff of Ihe Senate 
Coninillee on Forcign Relations: Of 
course a verifiable Ireaty that 
achievecl real reduetloiıs in chemical 
weapuns woukl serve U.S, nationale 
securily interests. But, argues Kyl, 
this treaty isn't verifiable, Nor woulcl 
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In Brief 


HE head of an international 
trading empire, the Gulf 
group, plotted a $1.2 billion 
fraud that led to the collapac of 
the BCCI hank and financial dis- 
aster for ils depositors, Londons 
Old Bailey heard. Abbas Gokal 
operated the swindle to funcl his 
lavialı iifestyle and provide 
pcraonal galn for both himself 
and his fatnily, said Anthony 
Hacking QC, prosecuting İn a 
irial expected la lust six months. 


ILLETTE, the consumer 

yoods giant, scooped up lhe 
alkaline badtery maker Duracell 
in a $7 billion deal. 


RANCESCO CAIO, Olivetti’ 

managing director, has been 
formnlly plnced under invesliga- 
tion hy magistrates on suspicion 
of publishing false company 
information, On Monday Olivelli 
shares fell to 515 lire, less than 
the price of a cup of coffee. 


HE European Comınisslan 

has launched a monopolics 
investigation into Cadbury 
Schweppes’ $ 1.08 billion sale of 
ita UK soft drinks plants to an 
associate of Cocu-Cola. 


ES: 2 3 
ven to rely on private 
PHOTOARAPH SEAN SMITH 


donor uations to recent funding 
progranunes. While the Republican- 
dunyinated US Congress has throwt 
the aid programme into chaos by 
holding buck un hundreds of mil 
lions of dollars which i hil pleclgecl 
in previous years, the Germans 
have put the brakes on a Brilish- 
driven plan to sll [nlernalionil 
Monetary Fund gold reserves tt 
inereasc lebt reliet. 

In each cae, politicians are 
daıely aware of the publir response 
to approving bigger dunatious. (rer- 
many has refuse lo sell its guld 
reserves lo lund pragranimes iu the 
easlern part of the couulry, and 
politicians are undlerslondl 10 be re- 
luctant to approve arı international 
sale in case they are forced to du the 
same at home. 

British official aid ta the develope 

The World Bank's fears for off | ing world is set tû decline by 16 per 
cial international ail have been cent by 1999, according to Christian 
fuelled by resistance among key | Aid. 


World Bank. They think there 
should be more guarantees for their 
loans rather than ınore World Bank 
finding." 

Mr Simms said further reliance 
un Lhe markets would be the final 
blow for countries in sul)-Saharali 
Africa. "They have suffered because 
Western coumries lave realignetl 
tunding sinee lhe culd war ermled. 
Mare uoney is being channeled 
imo eastern and central Europe, If 
ıhe decline in ail were being 
mailched by prurluctive private 
capital inflows we wouldn1 be su 
worried, bul il isn't.” 

The icleological shift 1o the right, 
which was iniliated by Margaret 
Thatcher and Ronald Reagan, lıas 
put more emphasis on leaving de- 
velopment in the Third World to the 
tree ınarket. 


RICE Waterhouse, the inter’ 

national accountancy firni, 
has stepped up the Weslcern 
invasion of Chinn with plans tu 
invest $ 100 niilllon in uf fives 
umd atuff recruitment over the 
next five yenrs. 


HE City has warned the UK 

Chancellor, Kenneth Clarke, 
aginst further interest rue cul 
thls year despite an August fl 
in inflation. | 


NDEPEN DENT Newspapers, 

the Irish newspaper group run 
by Tony O'Reilly, maved to 
extend its global ambitions with 
its largest takeover bid yet, a 
US8710 million offer for Wilson 
& Horton, New Zealand's largest 
newspaper company. 


A similar broadening in the 


1 1 rt of the rich 1 
a OP E 1 power base of the world economy is 


est industrial countries. IMF offi 


1 i i rise in top UK 

1 still hoping for an increase | expected to be approved at the HE annual ٤ 
e 50 EF êl and 75 per | annual meetings of the IMF/World company reo: Paa 8 
cent, although a formal request is | Bank later this month when the accelerated this year 120 Pp 
unlikely to be made until the US elec- | General Arrangements to Borrow, a | cent, tekin tr ا‎ i 
tions are out of the way in November. | credit facility for use by the IMF in | package to 1 mil lon 

The annual report shows that the erkeke is expanded $50 | to Incomes Data ces, 

d's cash declined last year and j billion, bringing in a series of new : 

i continue to fall in the current Î countries. FOREIGN EXCHANGES 
year, given the demand on its | ® Uganda is expected to be the Ttarng ralas Bering 7ala 
resources and the commitments al | first country to benefit from the Beptembar 18 September 


World Bank/IMF debt reduction 


ready made. It is particularly con- 19482-1-91 


cerned, however, that the capital | scheme if it is approved by finance e E ê 
increase should cope with the needs Î ministers. a e e E 
of more than three dozen new mert There is still some ııncertainty, 21327214 2.140-2.424 
bers — many of them excommunist | because of the opposition of coun’ E EE E 
countries — which have joined up | tries including Germany, Italy and ii 6 i 
since the last quota increase, . | the Nordic states to gold sales de- | a9120 |222 2 
‘Thıe quota increase will also pro- | signed to help finance the IMF CON | rg rong | 031204 Û was 12ce 
vide the opportunity for the IMF to | tribution to the plan, IMF officials | yarı 090590871 |o 953.0 9829 
adjust national holdings of quolas to Î have raised the possibility privately nay 23702373 | 3351-2584 
iake account of shifts in global eco- | that some of the organisation's re Î Jypan q7 73 I71 00 ÎÛ 17000-170 32 
nomic power. servès mighl be used 1o close the Netherlands | 28316 28354 | 26072.220280 
Several large countries, notably | funding gap. . Now Zealand | 22398-22420 |2 247-2.242 
Ciıina, Russia and India, have joined Uncler current figures the IMF j Neuay 1oos1007 | o92 
the upper ranks as their national out- | would cut its claims on Uganda by j Porugu .. |2000 24021 1 ا‎ 
pul has grown — as have some of | $75 million by the enél of 1999; the Û Span r 2 e 2 
the East Asian tigers, As parl of ihe j Worl Bank would have to provide a j Suen. 0 E 
quota increase they are expecled to | further $155 million of debl forgive- ا‎ E 
strengthen their shareholdings, but | ness, and other lenders, including HE EE 


the European Invesinıent Bank, Û EW 
would come in with $18 million | FrSBIDo Share ivsesun 464 o1 3977.4. FTA 260 
worth ùf reduclions... Û peu 37. nt sanz, ciht down 1.75 foe. 


not enougli to dislodge the IMF big 
five: the US, Japan, Germany, . 
Britain and France, : 


investors to fund hospitals and achools 


World Bank faces crisis over state aid 


fallen in recent years from $70 bil 
lion to $65 billion, while private capi- 
tal fows haye risen rapidly, to more 
than $105 billion between 1991 ancl 
1994, according to the latest OECD 
[igures, 

Mr Forsytlı called on the Worlcl 
Bank nol to give up the fight to 
persuacle industrial countries 10 
maintain contributions but said il 
was not surprising {hat the Wurld 
Bank was concerned about lhe fli- 
ture of aicl. 

He said: "The World Bank has 
lost credibilly with governmenls 
because the public does nut believe 
the money is really helping the 
poorest people. The NGOS [non- 
governmental organisations] ink 
lhat the World Bank is more con- 
cerned with lending large amounts 
of money than with it reaching the 
people itis supposed to. 

“The private sector is not col 
vinced that there even needs to be a 


Mexico and Russia leave 
a big hole in IMF's coffers 


ico continues to draw heavily on 
resources along with Argentina and 
Zambia. Much of the IMF's usable 
resources are being eaten up in 
lending programmes to the coun- 
tries of the former Soviet bloc, with 
Ukraine among those which are 
prospective big borrowers. 

Senior Fund officials conceded 
that achieving a doubling of re- 
sources during what is known as 
the 11th Quota Review will almost 
certainly be politically impossible, 
given the difficulty in getting the US 
Congress to agrec any funding for 
international organisations. 

The World Bank is already being 
forcecl lo redraw plans for the Inter- 
national Development Association. 
which makes loans to the poorest 
countries, because appropriations 
are slill trapped in congressional 
committees. . 

Officlals belleve that although 
tlhe need for greater resources Can 
be shown, given the sharp rise in 
IMF members since the last quota 
increase, a doubling of resources i8 
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Sarah Ryle assesses 
efforts to maintain Third 
World funding while 
Alex Brummer (below) 
finds the IMF struggling 
with a drop in liquidity 


T HE World Bank has admitted 
that il is fighling a losing 
baille with Western govern- 
mets over aid to (he world's poor- 
est countries ancl is secretly looking 
for ways to use private capital to re- 
place the lost funds. 

A topdevel al hoc panel which 
was set up earlier this year by James 
Wolfensohn, the president of the 
Bank, to discuss how to olfsel Ihe 
anticipated decline in government 
aid has suggesled private-sector 
inveslment is the only viable alter- 
nalive. 

“The panel believes tial govern- 
meıt aid has gone ulıt of [ashion 
and will never reach Iraditioııal lev- 
els again,” a senior source said. “So 
far, the only concrete alternative is 
investment from the markets. That 
would mean forming new gulde- 
lines to make sure that investment 
was properly used by the govern- 
ments who received it. 

“The World Bank could nol be a 
police force, but it could influence 
the way money is lem or invested." 
‘There are long-siantling fears that 
ail is misused, particularly for mili- 
tary purposes, by ‘Thirt World 
dictatorslıips. 

The admission ol defeat alarmed 
some leading charities. Justin 
Forsyll, Oxfam International's chief 
officer in Washinglon, said any fur- 
iher decline in wfficial aid woulcl 
leave many of lhe world's puûrest 
nalians in desperate strails. 

“Some countries, like Mozan 
bique, do not have a choice. They 
will not attract privale iııveslment 
because of their internal troubles. If 
official aid declines, ley will have 
no way of funding basic needs like 
education and hospitals.” 

Andrew Simms, Christian Aid 
spokesman in London, said; "This is 
what we have feared all along.” 

Official development finance has 


HE International Monetary 

Fund is to ask shareholders for 
a large increase in its capital base 
after a sharp deterioration in the 
Fund's cash position, writes Alex 
Brummer. 

Michel Camdessus, the manag- 
ing director, has indicated that he 
would like to see the Fund's quotas 
— the equivalent of its capital base 
— doubled from the current $210 
billion. 

The IMF's annual report, re- 
leased last week, shuws thal the 
Fund's liquidity hus tumbled to the 
lowest levels since 1987 because of 
the pressure pul on its resources by 
the 1995 Mexican crisis and lending 
10 support tlic Yeltsin acininistra- 
tion in Russia. 

Moxcow was {he biggest bor- 
rower from the Fund in the last fi 
nancial year, using up $5.5 billion of 
Fund quotas or resources. Russla js 
currenlly drawing down the biggest 
credit ($10.8 billion) ever advanced 
by the Fund. 

The report also shows that Miex- 


How Nazi gold turned 
history into litigation 


is “new” 50 years later, why was it 
ele 

ie sense of betrayal is especially 
acute amongst the losers in history, 
Yet the recent vociferousness of Jew. 
ish survivors of Nazi genocide haş 
other sources than anger that their 
shabby trealmenl was covered up or 
ignored for so long. 

We live in a culture of conıplaint 
and compensation. Fifly years ago, 
the vast majorily of Holocaust sur- 
vivors pickecl themselves up and 
started new lives. Some went home 
initially to ser if they could recover 
their houses or property, but many 
wrote it off. They were glad just lo 
be alive, and loo trained in cynicisnı 
to expect fair treatınent, 

When Esrael nıegotiatecl a repara- 
tions agreement with Wesl Ger 
many in the 1950s, thousands of 
survivors rioted outside the Knes- 
set, the Israeli parliament, con- 
demning the deal as “blood money’. 
Nothing could give them back their 
former lives or compensate for lost 
loved ones. Such a response is 
barely credible in today's cliınate 
when we are all "sıırvivors" and 
everyone is a potential litigant. 

Jews are not alone in this quest for 
recompense. Germans expelled frûın 
the Sudetenland by the Czechoslo 
vak government after lhe war are 
escalaling their demands for ihe 
restoration of lust lard and properly. 
Tle victims of cummuuisl expropri- 
dliun in Central aud Eastern Europe 
are clanıuuring for reslilulian. And 
lel us nel forget the Brilish sur 
vivors of he Japrinese labar crunpis. 


N THESE, anel similar, cases his 

lory has beeıı reduced lo litigation. 

The object of memory, tle past. 
has beconte {he memory of ubjeels 
laukl, properly, cush. This makes Ue 
past instantly accessible to the amnê 
silt reaclers uf lhe newspapers and 
tlie viewers of Secret History. It all 
makes sense: ur" Joes il? 

Much of this hislory-asnews is 
driven by stereotypes. The story ûf 
Nazi gold appeurs logical clue to the 
concatenation of symbols. The ass 
ciation of Jews wilh goll is a basic 
anltSemitic stereotype. In fact, the 
vasl mass of Jews murdered by the 
Nazis were poor people fiving in 
Poland, the Baliic stales or the 
USSR. The wealth lootecl from them 
was insignificant compared with the 
tons of gold plundered by the Nazé 
from the ceniral banks of var 
quished countries. This is precisely 
why in 19456 the Allies washed their 
hands of “non-monetary gold": it wa 
more trouble to recover than il YB 
worth to them, although for the suf 
vivors it was all they might have had 

The image of the malevolent 
"gnomes of Zurich” serves automat 
ically to explain Swiss conduct. Bit 
the Swiss faced real dilemmas of 
neutrality during the war, and the 
Allies, as well as. the Nazi, used 
their service, ,. 

It is a depressing thought, but hê 
popularity of many stories left over 
from the Nazi era may be explained 
finally because they. allow us tq ¥ 
press moral indignation about Real 
poliik and business : 
without tackling. the instances of 
treachery and exploitation occur: 
ring under our noses today. , . 
David Cesarani is Professor. of, 
Mogern Jewlieh History at . ... ° 
Southampton University and DiregiQ’ 


| of Ine Wiener library, London *. 


David Cesarani 


NE of the intriguing ques- 
tions arising from the latest 

/# “revelations” about the con- 
duct of Swiss banks during and after 


the second world war is why it took 
so long for this particular chapter of 


history to hit the headlines. The 


fuss also says a great deal about ouır 
relationship to the past. 

Like many of the recent stories 
from the Nazi era, it hinges on “se- 
crets” and “new” documentation, It 
shares a common theme witlı olher' 
controversies that revolve around 
property and questions of reslitu- 
tion or compensation, such as the 
contested ownership of looted art- 
works held in Rııssia. The magnetic 
power of these issues suggests that 
ihe generations for whom the war is 
distant history can most easily re- 
late to it througlı sensationalism and 
by analogy with current preoccupa- 
tions, such as fiscal probity. 

Of course, there are many banal 
reasons why some episodes of his- 
tory remain inaccessible for ages, 
particularly in Britain with its cul- 
ture of official secrecy. Comprehen- 
sive lıistories can only be written 
when researchers have access to all 
the source material including con- 
temporary reports, ınemoirs, oral 
history and official documents gen- 
erally releasecl afer a lapse of 30 
years. Intelligence sources are (lhe 
last to be disclosed, but ibty rarely 
adel more thant (letail lo the existing 
picture. The story of Nazi gold is a 
case İn point. The official documeıı- 
tation concerning ihe financial 
blockade of Nazi Germany and the 
hunt for lonted gold was released 
into the public domain in Britain in 
the lale 1970s and was sùn usecl by 
economir historians working on tlıe 
war years. In 1989 the American his- 
torian Arthur L Smith published an 
admirable account of how the Nazis 
plundered Europe's central banks, 
how the Allies tracked dowu ihe 
gold, recovered it and parcelled il 
out, Despite the “new" documents 
and access to classified material, 
the recent Foreign Office reporl 
adds marginally to this study. 

To most people, however, it is 
news, and the media have cultivatecl 
the spurious notion that no one 
knew these facts until they “re- 
vealed” them. They have fed the ap- 
petite of a public which can only 
connect with the past when it is 
something happening now. 

Ours is an age of hyperfashion 
and instant gratification in which 
anything “old” is staid and boring. 
The past can only be “brouglıt to life" 
if it is new. The only bits of the past 
that qualify for this treatment are “se- 
crets", events or their causes that 
were unknown when they happened 
and have since been hidden", 

Anyone watching a documentary 
or reading an article in which “se- 
cret history" is revealed participates 
in its unfolding. We were not 
“there”, but “there” is now, here, in 
our newspaper or on our TV screen, 

Even solid historians find they 
must play this gaıne, selling their 
projects to trade and academic pub- 
lishers as "a major new revision" or 
work "based on previously unseen 
documents”, often from “newly 
opened former Soviet archives”, 
This results in an inflation of expec- 
tations amongst the public. It also 
fosters suspicion and paranoia. If it 


12 COMMENT 


Labour outgrows 
its union roots 


E 1900, wilıen the Labour party was formed, 
fewer than three men in every fîve had the vote, 
women did not have the vote at all, and the legal 
rights of working people and thelr organisations 
were vestigial. The Labour party waa created to de- 
fend these excluded millions and to win them 
rights and security. Half a century later, those 
gonls had been cssentlally achieved, partly but by 
na means entirely as a result of (he Labour party's 
uwn actions. 

There are many reasons why Labour has failed 
to carry these achievements as far in the second 
hulf of the 20th century as it managed to do in the 
first. Nevertheless, there can be Httle dispute that 
Labour's failure to make itself into what Harold 
Wilson called the natııral party of government is 
hound up with ils long Inability to extend its atıp- 
port sufficlently beyond the labour movement 
fram which it originally sprang. One of the reasons 
fur tlıia has bcen ihe inability of the pariy to rede- 
finc its relationship with the trades unions, which 
remain the party’a principal! paymasters. 

JHveryonc who is anxious to end the long years of 
Conservulive government ia weli aware of this con- 
linuing problem, and s0 are most (though not all) 
people who are aclive in bolk (he unions and the 
parly. Many thing» have been done to modernlac a 
relatlunship which only a complete conservative 
woulkl argue shoull remain untouched. Unions 
have become more accountable to thelr members. 
The party has become less overwhelmingly depen- 
dent on union power and wealth. The culture and 
purposes of the two ıInavenıents have become leas 
similar thar they once were 

This is not a relationship in which everything that 
lhe party does is good and everything that the 
unlons do ia bad. But it is without question a rela- 
tHonship which nceded to change und which needs 
to evolve sll further if Labour 1s ceilher to succeed 
in forming 4ı new majority or to deserve to do so. 
Afler 17 years of unt-union gavernment, it is in- 
cvitnble thant many union activists want to sce a 
swing to pro-union government. But two wrongs do 
nol make û right, cven when one of them is ar- 
guably the lesser uf two cvils, Most people think 
trudes unions are valuable and necessary institu- 
tions, as indecd they are. But that docs not mean 
dey want to be governed by the unions or to sce the 
unions acting as though they own the government. 

‘The TUC conference last week echoed to this adll 
unresolved argument. The fact that the squalls took 
place so noisily shows that the two partners have 
not yet evolved the kind of relatlonship which 
would best beneflt them both and which the coun- 
bry generally desires. The party is not blameless for 
this situation, but too many in the unions seem to 
believe that Labour politicians should speak only 
those Hnes that the unions write for them. Laat 
week's events are a necessary lesson that this can 
never be the case again. Stephen Byers may have 
exceeded his brief with some of his claims, but he 
was only taking part İn a discussion which needs to 
go further. The suggestion that this might be con- 
sldered a sacking matter, as proposed by John 
Edmonds, only illustrates how far there ia to go. 


sion, and the notion of a separate state has been 
prominent in most of the Serb campalgning. The 
Organisation for Security and Co-operation in 
Europe, in its supervisory role, took only token and 
tardy action to ban such propaganda. 

‘The paradox of the Dayton agreement was there 
from the start. An accord designed to maintain the 
unity of Bosnia divided it into two separate “enti- 
ties", The weekend’s electlon will create new Joint 
and constirtent representative bodies slde by side 
which could usher in a potentially more dangerous 
phase as the weaknesa of these new institutions is 
revealed. If the tripartite presidency faila to func- 
tlon, then that will doom, any prospect of legal and 
administrative reality, In any case the Dayton for- 
mula entrusis the bulk of adminlatrative power to 
the two constituent entiles — the, Muslim-Croat 
federntlon and the Republika Srpaka. If the joint 
arrangement faila, separatism will triumph with or 
without ay formal declaratlon of independence. 

The situation on the ground is bardiy encourag- 
ing. Fey Muslims ventured Into Bosnian Serb ter- 
ritory to vote as they were entitled to. Those who 
did so were under escort by Nato soldiers, and 
were greatly outnumbered by the Serbs who came 
from Serhla proper to vote. A new image now joins 
the gallery of sadness created by the Bosnian war 
— that of the Muslim who rehırnsa to his or her na- 
tive town under armed guard, and is not even al- 
lowed to turn off the main strcet to inspect lhe 
family home, 

US and European officials have promised to 
move Into high gear now that the elcctiona are 
over, ad focus on how to continuc international 
Involvement in Bosnia in the New Year, But nath- 
ing can be formally decided till after the US presi- 
dential electlon. All will depend on another 
London conference in early December, which will 
not even have the status of a second Dayton. The 
adds are still depressingly in fnvour of the interna- 
tional effort being once again too little and too late, 


Choice would be 
a fine thing 


T HE BISHOP of Argyll's resignation will fuel the 

debate which is already rampant within the 
Catholic Church over the celibacy of the priest- 
haod. Pope John Paul Il has said there is nothing 
to be discussed on the matter; atıy bishops who 
dare to hint that they differ face being summoned 
to Rome to have their knuckles rapped. What is aa- 
tonishing is the gulf between the Pontiff and the 
vast body’ of the Church. Most Catholics consider it 
is only a matter of time before celibacy for the 
priesthood becomes optional. 

The overriding imperative for this monumental 
change is that the Catholic Church is facing a criti- 
cal shortage of priests. In Europe, the number of 
vocations has been declining for decades, and a 
third of parishes are already without a resident 
priest. That proportion is expected to rise aharply 
because the age structure of the priesthood is 
heavily weighted towards the over-60a. Those run- 
ning seminaries and training colleges say that 
celibacy i4 a deterrent to men who might otherwise 
be interested in the priesthood, 

Advocates of a married priesthood can draw on 
history to justify this about-face. In the early 
Christian church, priests could choose to be cell- 
bate or to marry, and some of the great theologlan 
bishops of Constantinople were married men with 
children. It was not until 1139 that Rome imposed 
celibacy as a requirement for the priesthood, By 
contrast, the Orthodox churches’ priests have al- 
ways been able to marry. It is not that the Catholic 
Church needs to move with the Hmes — merely to 
revert to ancient traditions. There never has been 
and atil ian't any theological! underpinning to the 
celibacy requirement — Jesus Christ says nothing 
on the subject. Indeed it is possible to read the 
decision in the 12th century as a pragmatic move 
to preserve church property from being dispersed 
through inheritance. 

For centuries, Catholic priests have struggled 
with celibacy. What a series of scandals in [Ireland 
and North Amerlcn have done over the past 
decade is to expose the seemy underside of this 
harsh rule — the frustrated sexuality erupting in 
child sex abuse, the hidden relatonahips with 
women and pricsta’ denial of the illegitimate chil- 
dren they father, as well as the lonclincss of priests 
who turn to alcoholism. About 1,000 priests have 
left the British priesthood to ınarry in recent 
decades; many are talented, deeply dedicated men 
whoın the Church can ill afford to lose, 


Bosnia: too little 
and too late? 


HE BOSNIAN electlons, says President 

Clinton, were “remarkable”, but remarkable 
for what? Though they were held with little vio- 
lence, large numbers of people were unable to 
vate. Only 20,000 refugees managed to cross the 
line into the Bosnian Serbs’ territory — though up 
to 150,000 had been expected. The test of thc ex- 
ereise lles not İn ile actual result, which can only 
reflect Bosnln's ethnic polarisation. It Hes in 
whether the elecllon reduces, rather than in- 
crenses, lhe threat of actual Scrb secession, 

The Serbs werc told sharply last weck, by a senior 
adviser lo High Commisaioncr Cart Bildt, that “se- 
cession Îs not an option". There have bcen comfort 
ing furwasts that a breaknway Republika Srpska 
could not survive ur ita own — and it ia certainly 
true iat orıce prosperous Serh-held cities such as 
Prijedor now huve enıply shops and derellet streets, 
ancl hut the victorlous natdonalist Serb purdes will 
have their hands full coping wilh cconomlc disasler. 
Yet secession offers a useful nıonuc-ralsing diver- 


U SVOJOJ VJERI 
| NA SVOJOJ ZEMLJÎ 


tonf NATO troops 


FHOICEPAEL UPPER A. . 


weit surur fresh etl. My’ wife tiv’ 
birl 20 lays npg, su Fin nol al: 1 
lawe sex A hun ‘A YUDK | 
Muslim girl will me whl | | 
neee. Aer shir vu uf vore " 
His culloiguens hed wm, 
ously. 


mrud 
when Ihe t: 
Unt’ af tu 
dency af It 
DOL A real ci 
be on e billnt 
Litt crnclils 
Atlin. 
Why wasn't he n real citizen? 
"Because hes not living bore." 
Pujie said. 
But Drurit was oxpelleel by Serb 


SEIT, 
urn lu puliliy 
NliiMes for Uu pret: 
Serb alt al Bonin wam 
so he shuld nl 
evlued. 

sis Nolo Duri, 4 


tı 


Hu’ 
sail. 
But why? 
“Because he's a Furk," Pujiv 
Only une Muslin vuled on N? 
day al Pejic's stalion., 


xl nol û citizen." Pej ; 


(SIDA ZABIH 


1 


1 


A woman and child sit by clecilon posters in Sarajevo, Despite Ihe the full deploy 
ıhere wus a pour Muslim voter turnout irr 


rh-helcd purts of Bosniun 


grave, in the att af the Serbs" 
killing fells, The all i 
even stripe’ — ¢ 
village whuse name, in Enylish, 
nteans jauutlice. 

Tiere the pulling station sit 


uti roadl, Vote! 
Rulinle a slipper 


would bave lu nu- 
nurldy trail hil 
ilously clr to it 
swollen wilh last 
s. Then they wauld live 
al witlı Mira Pejie. Pejie ix lhe 
chief uf the Zulica polling station, 
upprovisl for his posl by Ihe OSCE. 

Aa a praclical joke, Pejic and tis 
colleagues, five other Serb met, 
had placecl several pigs in û roona 
next to lhe polling station. As hey 
wailed fr Muslius to arrive, the 
men giggled and curse as lhe pigs 
smaled ind uinked. Prk is 
shunntt by folkıwers of Islam. 

“Î gues: all the Turks are read.” 
Pejlc saicl. enaluying a Serb slur (nr 
Bosniu's Musliîr raen. “Anyway, I 


Ohe Washington Post 


poled from areas where they user} 
lo he in lhe mutjurity, liku the Mus- 
lus of enslern Bosuit, In theory, 
when {hese elections ceur, Mus- 
lms will be able to return tn 


thesized (hal Muslims are witilinyg 

i ıhe munivipil voting — which 
hobly bv held in Novnibt' 
Sse lines. 

Bul other Persons puinl te binl or- 
ganizaliun, which has wracked the 
OSCE'S ulectoral wurk aver the past 
nine ınontha. 

Serbs, in consuhatinn wr the 
USCE, picked out lwo polling sy 
tions hal were "revomnendel" fur 
ıhe Musfins aroumul Srebrenica, 
Surb police declared Ihey woul ı01 
guaranlee Muslim vuters security 
elsewhere, 

One station was here in Konjeviu' 


Polje, acruss lhe street Iron a mass 
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Muslims Afraid to 
Vote in East Bosnia 


“This was my vote to come home,” 
she said. 

Directly across from the polling 
place, in a verdant valley amid 
rolling hills, lay a mass grave (rom 
which international war crimes in- 
vestigalors exlumed more than 40 
bodies earlier this year. They had all 
been slıot in tle back of the head, 
All were believed to have come from 
Srebrenica. 

As many as 8,000 Muslims [rom 
around Srebrenica and the neigh- 
boring lown uf Bralunac had been 
expected to return ûn Salurtkhıy Io 
vote. Bul as of lale Saturday afler- 
num only lwo buses, carryiiyg 4 
people altogether, 
Muslinhelkl f 


jın lo Ile Serh sile 
was far less lhmı expected. 

Western elevcliot officials hurl 
rredictecl hat between 30,000 and 
110000 people wall eruss tle 
lines. In all, only 350 lo 400 buses, 
carrying tvs re than ZOO pe 
ple, did so. Tose low numbers 
seemed 10 cheer Uunniun Serl uffi- 
cials, who bidl spent she war teyi 
1O CAFVEU OL 1 SUT HIME Sirti, 

“That s heyl Dever conmw 
home," Serb policeman eu, 
identified himself only as Brame bul 
ucknowledged hat he hud forced 
sume nf lhuse very voters Iron 
their homes, 

There are several reasuns why sır 
few peuple joined Cuzie in her 
courageous trip into lhe Serbs’ 
stronghold. First, in Augusl, the Or: 
ganization for Security and Cuopera- 
tion in Europe (OSCE), which is 
supervising Basnia's eleclions, paste 
punecl a key purt of {het — voting 
for municipal offices — because 
uliranationalist Serbs had engaged 
in widespread electoral (raud. 

Bosnia's municipal elections are 
particularly important to people ex- 


John Pomfret In Konjevlec Polje 


HE LAST TIME Harija Cozic 
saw the rolling hills of east- 
ern Bosnia was July 11, 1995. 
After Serb forces raınpagecl through 
{ihe town of Srebrenica, Cozic and 
nıore than 30,000 Muslin wamen, 
children and elclerly people were 
packed into bııses antl flatbecl 
trucks and expelled to territory 
helkl by the Muslimled Bosnian 
mnvernmenl. 
‘eer the last four miles of Ihe trip, 
they were forcecl to walk. A trail of 
wus snaked through the country- 


side. Meanwhin. Serb gunınen are 
believed lo hive Haughtered up to 
8O Muslin men “aught in andl 
around Srebrenica, allexerlly on the 
ordlers uf (heir Inilitary Cairt, Gen, 
Rutko Mladic. One nf hele was 
Cozies brother. Another was her 
father. Another was her cousin. 
Anather was her uncle, 

Last Saturtlay, Cazic,. dressed in 
her soniewhat threandbiéıre Sunday 
best, returneul lû i war-ravaged field 
west of Bralunac, her hone tuwn, tu 
vale in Bosnia's nationwide elec- 
ius. A A palling station in it 
burnetloul, Iweslory house Uat 
usul lo belong lw i Muslim, now 
dend, Cozic cast her ballot with 
quiet dignily. 

Serb policemen surruunded the 
sile. Cozi tul veveral aller Mus- 
lims identilied sone of then is the 
#unmen wlio liil driven thei out of 
their homes in Bratunic in 1992, 
furcing then l6 lake refuge in 
doomecl Srebrenic:ı, wlıich is about 
six miles south. A platoun af U.S. 
Army military pulice stoud by in 
vase ol trouble. 

One uf the Muslim women picked 
A bouquet of wildfluwers after cast- 
ing her vote. "IJl dry these and 
think of home all winter," said Zehra 
Ferhaclbegovic, 49, an electrical 
engineer, with tears in her eyes. 


Dole’s Treaty Turnabout 


reach the rogues, but it does 
create a legal and political 
tamework İn which they can be 
beter isolated and pursued. 

Due cites the situation of 
American chemical companlcs, 
which, he helievea, would suffer 
under unacceptably intrusive in- 
specton obligalons, 

But the compantas themselves 
have greeted the treaty as a wel- 
come and bearable liberatton of 
thelr exporis from the onus of 
contributing to rogue chemical 
atocks. 

The treaty has becn pullecl, 
not killecl. ' In other polllical 
circumatnnces, İt can be sent 
hack to the Sennte. But mean- 
while the rutificallons of other 
stntcs will bring it Into effect. As 
u result, the American govern- 
ment will be frozen out of the 
treaty’s initinl application — this 
can only warm the polson-gs 
crowd — ancl the American 
chemical lnduslry will rink ıı cut- 
off of tens of bililons of dollars in 
exports, 

We con't believe thal's in the 
Unitecdl Stmes" national interest, 
or Dole's, for that matter. 


EDITORIAL 


OR THE better part of a 

decade then-Senator Robert 
Dole was a part of the legion of 
Republicans, including President 
Ronald Reagan and Prcsldent 
Georgie Bush, James Baker and 
Brent Scowcroft, who supported 
writing a treaty to outlaw poison 
gaa. 

Last week, on the eve of a 
Senate vote on ratification, Dole 
indicated that he had changed 
his mind. 

It is hard to helieve the politi- 
ca! campnign had nathing to do 
with the candidate's flip-flop, al- 
though Dole docs cile reasons. 
He suggests he had rescrvations 
ııhout the treaiy’s caveraffe — the 
rue stnteg that are lta prime 
tırgel will surely reject lt — arid 
about its enforcenbillly, whlch 
under the best of circuinstnncea 
will nat be foalproof. 

Olhers who are not running 
for ufflce have also clted these 
views, but we think there ire 
sirong argumenls againsl then, 
‘The treaty dors not immecliatcely 


Fraud Over Chemical Weapons 


cal weaponry or its key ingredients. 

The inspection teams that will 
enter U.S, plants if this convention 
is ratified could have representa- 
tives from states such as France and 
Japan, for exanıple, that practice in- 
dustrial espionage. Ironically, Wash- 
ington also will have to foot sone of 
the bills for these inspections, 
which experts believe may violate 
the constilutional rights of U.S. 
companies and citizens. American 
companies also would havé to 
providle continuing, time-consuming 
reports. 

Negotiations on the treaty began 
under Presitlent Reagan; the avcorel 
was scen lhen as a verifiable, global 
ban on chemical weapons. As tin’ 
pussel, the purposes changerl. 
Arımscunirol experls concluded 
tht constitutional righls clashed 
wîth the nec to verify. There would 
have to be a comprumnise. The bal- 
ance that was struck, ncvording lo 
Kyl. adversely affects the Unite 
Stales: Whilethe convention oes" 
catch ind punish many countries 
thal have secret chermicalweajkans 
programs, i entls up imposing 
heavy cosls and cunlitutlonal Duut- 
leng on the United Slates, 


it reduce the chemical arsenals in 
countries U.S. officials deem most 
likely to use such war lools against 
America and its allies: Libya, Syria, 
North Korea and Iraq. Not surpris- 
ingly, these rogue stales have re- 
fused to sign on to the regime. 

In fact, not one country of con- 
cern to the United States on the 
chemicakweapons front has ratified 
this convention: not the People's Re- 
public of China, Iran, Cuba or even 
Russia, which has signed but not 
ratifiecl and is said to possess one of 
the most sophisticatecl chemical ar- 
senals in the world. 

Treaty proponents argue that the 
convention wuld enable the Unites] 
er intelligence on 
ries’ chemicalwenpons 
programs. Bul Sen. Kyl calls such 
benefils “marginal.” andl says, “T's 
not worth tlie pri 

lf the treaty is ratifictl, moreover, 
the Uniled Slates will have lo pick 
up a consitlernble part of he selup 
costs uf ii 
regulatory bocly in the Hugue. TT 
superngency woukl be empoweretl 
to subject U.S. bıısinesses 1o routine’ 
or “challenge” inspectiuns of siles 
that allegedly might contain chemi 


OPINION 
Lally Weymouth 


F THE Clinton administration 

succeeds in persuading the Sen- 
ate to ratify the Chemical Weapons 
Convention, the mere fact of a new 
treaty will not help the United States 
conıbat the spread of this weapon of 
mass destruction. 

Indeed, this particular treaty ınay 
do the reverse: Some of the trenty's 
opponents argue convincingly that 
it would actually increase the trade 
in chemical agents with military 
application. 

Certainly, it would facilitate the 
establlslunent of an unnecessary in- 
ternational regulatory agency with 
unlimited police puwers over thou 
sancls of U.S. campanies lhat pro- 
duce chemicals thn coukl be usecl 
10 nake weapons, 

Sen. Jon Kyl, R-Arizona, agrees 
wilh the majorily staff of Ihe Senale 
Cammittee on Foreipm Relmlons: Of 
couse a verifiable (realy thal 
achiever real recluclions in chemical 
weapons would serve U.S. national 
securily interests, But, argues Kyl, 
this treaty isn't verifinble. Nor would 
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Afghan Leaders Still Face Tough Foe U.S. Agents 


al iuwlude representatives of 
hemophiliac, HiV-posilive or other’ 
groujıs aiuong Hs mvnıbera. 

“Recent polling dita, recenl re- 
views from [bloudl cmsunvrs, 
have expressed xume real con- 
cerns," said federal Health Minister 
David Dingwall. 

“Our blood system in Seplembeı 
of 199f is safe." Dingwall sail, but 
“tlıc govcrnance issue has lo br atl- 
dresserl .. . Our aclion will help ré- 
store confidence.” 

A spokesman fnr {he Canadizın 
Red Cross saîd lhe agency wi.ulrl 
nut respond to the decision undi’ il i 
studied further. The heallh ninis- 
ters sail they hope Ue new bloorl 
agency will be operating wtlıiin û 
year. 
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Conduding a Ihırw-day meuling 
here, Cumaula's provincial health 
ministers announcerl last week the 
creation of a new agency te oversee 
the collection, testing, treatnıcul 
and disiribution of blood dunations. 
Even though a public inquiry into 
the tainted blood scandal uf the 
1980s is continuing, the health offi- 
cials decldcd that the best way lo re- 
build public confidence is to remove 
the Red Cross from management of 


Howard Schnelder in Toronto 


ANADIAN health officials 
lave decicled lo strip the Red 
Cross of authority over tlie 
nation's blond supply, seeking to 
rebuild confidence shaken by the 
infection of thousands of transfusion 
recipients a Jecade ago. 

The decision marks a turning 
point in Canada's long, convoluted 
debate over how to respond to the 
blood scanclal, and what to do about 
tagging trust in lhe Red Cross. 
Reveretl internationally for ils relief 
and rescue operations, the clharita- 
ble group has taken a bealing in 
Canacla for the blood crisis and 
more recently far its resistance to 


An estimated 1,20 Canalians 
were infected with HIV, the virus 
that causes AIDS, aml anather 
12,000 with hepatitis C through 
bloarl (ransfusions in the 1980s. 
Hundrecls are expecled lo die from 
those infections. Advocacy groups 
contend the Red Cross and the 
Canadian governnıent ignored evi- 
dence of the problem and refused 1o 
pronıptly implement proper blood- 
screening methods, in sonıe cases 
waiting months longer to eslablish 
protections than the Unite States 
and otlter industrialized nations, 
During that time, the infeclions 


The charitable agency may still 
be involved in collecting blood ar 
other aspecls of its supply to hospi’ 
tals and clinics, But even lhat staple 
funclion of the agency is now in 
doubt and would be allowed only 
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Duke of Debt Canada Acts on Blood Supply | finn i oi 
Takes All 
The Credit 


OPINION 


Ellen Goodman 


ND YOU thought we had 
maxed out on shaınelessuess. 


Well, nıe tio. In faci, by the time 


On "Hard Copy," which paid 


But just a fcw cable channels 


The hip new quiz show on Life- 


In this quiz show, the debtors nay 


be clown at the heels, hul ley are 
relentlessly upbeat. The bust is alter- 


nately Jescribed as “The Crown 
Prince of Credit” ancl “The Duke of 
Debt." The questiuns ire cullural 
Irivia for the Generation Insalvent. 
This is a contest in which “three 
dlebt-laden Americans just like you 


' ceımpele to have us pay uff all heir 
! bills and go home with NOTHING. 


Now, | have no doubt that "Dell" 
is television for our tinıes. As the 
producer Andrew Golkler says, the 
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old quiz shows were losing their 
point. Tlie prizes became passé. 

“Once it was a new thiııg lo geî a 
washer or dryer. Now people al- 
ready have the prizes. They bought 
them on credit cards," says Golder. 
"What they need is help paying off 
the credit cards.” 

Golder recognizes the show 
would never have worked in the 
days when "debt was a fate worse 
than death.” They wouldn't have 
had hundreds of contestants eager 
to tell their story in red ink. 

But now we have Rob who got 
$8,800 in debt by following the 
Grateful Dead and Jill whose four 
cats and dogs devoured $7,700 
more than she earned. The “all” 
they happily tell is how they got into 
the financial hole. 

Americans now owe $1.2 trillion 
in consumer debt — not counting 
mortgages. That's growing at 9 per- 
cent a year. And $350 billion of it is 
on credit cards. In an era when 
these credit cards come uninvited in 
the mall and when “consumer confl- 
dence" is measured by the willing- 
ness to use them, it's all too easy to 
get in too deep. 


If a handful of people will get out 
of debt by getting on “Debt,” 1.1 mil- 
lion this year will get out by filing 
for bankruptcy. But the truth is (hat 
there's also lot less stigma in having 
a Chapter 11 in your autobiography. 
Once you went to debtor's prison. 


Now you go to debtor's TV. 


That sometime during the early 
1990s, sonıeone on a tabloid TY 
show ahout a kinky, cross-«lressing 
affair with a best friend's Rottweiler 
hal crossed the last frontier, 


the story of the sex worker and the 
spinmeister came along, there was 
ınore public entertainment than pri- 
vate embarrassment. 


Sherry Rowlands soımewhal ınore 
than her usual hourly wage, the 
hooker held the high ground. In 
Time magazine, Dick Morris and 
his wife Eileen McGann poseil for a 
portrait suggesting that Sherry was 
barely a blip in their marital bliss. 


away from “Hartl Copy," there was a 
new blow being struck for shame- 
lessness. This tinie lhe once-forbid- 
den topic for {elevision wasn't sex. lt 
was money. The former sin wasn't 
infidelity, It was debt. 


time is named after our latest na- 
tional fad: “Dêbt.” On the night that 
Sherry (lid the Dick story, a cheery 
youılg wuman namerl Melanie was 
telliog Ihe world why she was in the 
reel fur $7,223. Because, she chirped, 
“he world hits tno many nice shoes." 
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Guard Haiti 
President 


Thomas W. Lippman 


ا ا 
HE CLINTON aclministration‏ 
senl wo (lozcrı ¢liplunalic sey‏ 
rity agents lo Haili lasi week to help‏ 
prutecl Presiden René‏ 
whose own guard force is about lo‏ 
be purged of agents suspected of‏ 
participating in political murders,‏ 
senior administration officials said.‏ 

The expected housecleaning ol 
the presklential security force ù 
Haiti vindicates conservative Repuk, 
licans in Congress, wlio have been 
complaining for nıore than a year 
that U.S, aid funds were being chan, 
neled to Haitian groups suspected of 
involvement in political assagehz 
tions. GOP legislators have tried 
doggedly to devalue one ot Presiden 
Clinton's proudest aruıevements, he 
restoration of democratic rule in 
Haiti, by citing corruption and vi 
lence in the government there. 

Adminisration officials sad 
there js a more positive side to Pr 
val's decision to purge his security 
force. “It's part of a pattern in which 
we see Préval trying to strengthen 
Haitian institutions,” a State Depart 
ment official said. 

‘They also acknowledged, hor 
ever, that nearly two years afer 
Clinton sent U.S, troops to oust 
Haiti's military rulers and restore 
democratic government, Halil 
remains a violeınce-prone, corrupt 
nalion whose institutions of gover 
ment are fragile at best, despite the 
expendilurc of tens of millions ol 
dollars in U.S. aid. 

Republicans in Cungress de 
nuuncetl administration plans lo use 
$3 million in U.S. defense [unds | 
pay fur lle new securily agents. 

Clinton “is telling us leê wants lo 
send $3 nıillion in new U.S. foreign 
ail lw Haiti, so that he car prolec 
Préval from his existing securily | 
force, a bunch uf tlıugs and assat 


sins, who were trainecl, equipped 
ind funded with previous US 


foreign ail," Marc Thiessen, 


spokesman fur Senate Foreign Rela 
{inns Cummillee Chairman Jess 
Helms, R-Nurtl Cnralinu, said. 


Préval, who took office in Febrr 


ary, became cunvincerl by August 
thal tic presitlential seeurily forte 
he inherîiterl from his predecessor, 
populist Jean-Bertrand Aristide, WAS 
tainted id some mcenbers would 
have lo be reımovel, nccording Io 
ihe officials. Préval asked for US. 
help to protect him while ne¥ 
agents to replace those expelled 
from the guard force are trained 
and those retained are retrained. 


The U.S. security force consists 


of agents from the State Depart 
ment's diplomatic security unit 
private contraclors hired by the 
State Department but paid by the 
Haitian government, the U.S. ofl 
cials said. The force will join 15 US. 
agents already in Port-au-Prince İn 
screening Presidential Guard mer 
bers to decide which ones arê 
“clean” enough to retain. 


Deputy Secretary of State Strobe 


Talbott told a House committee in 
June that “by March of this year 
[Préval] had emoved all the individ 
uals we had then reason to believe 
were implicated in these [[ 
murders.” 


On August 20, however, two right 


wing politicians were gunned down 
in a drive-by shooting. According lo 
sources here familiar with the ca8ê, 
members of Préval's security unit 
` are suspected of the crime. 


pıivately that Pakistan al lezıst has 
provided lhe militia with valuable 
fuel for tanks aid aircraft, 

Pakistan and Afghanistan's other 


was left witlı no other option than lu 
have an agreement with these peo- 
ple in Kabul,” said Hamed tbrahimıi, 
Hekmaiyar's spukesman. 

Both Rabbani ancl Massoud, whe 
belung to the Tajik etlhnit group, 
were Irying to broaden their poaliti- 
cal base by recruiting Ilekukityiır, 
who, like those in the Taliban, is a 
ınember of tle dominant Pashtun 


India antl Russia — have chosen 
favorites in the fighting because of 
their interest in opening tracle 
routes through the landlocked na- 
lion and installing a friendly govern- 
ment in a traditional buffer state 
between South and Central Asia. 

The State Department has shown 
renewecl interest in the conflict 
because of Afghanistan's role as a 
major exporter of international ter- 
rorists and heroin. 

Despite the Taliban's dominant 
positioı, the U,S. Defense Intelli- 
gence Ageıcy has concluded that 
none of Afghanistan's factions is 
strong enough to subdue all the 
others and has predicted a stale- 
mate unless there is a negotiated 


As prime ıninister, Hekmatyar 
has moved to undercut the Taliban's 
political base by pronouncing siıni- 
larly strict Islamic laws, except for 
the educational and work restric- 
tions on females. He has closed 
Kabul's movie theaters, banned 
music on state broadcasts, ordered 
women to dress modestly and 
moved to oust communists froin 
government military and intelli 


"The Taliban was telling their 
people [that] an un-Islamic setup 
was ruling in Kabul," Ibralıimi said. 
"[Hekmatyar] deprived the Taliban 
oftheir slogans and motives.” 

But after his many shifts of alle- 
giance, Hekmatyar is not as popular 
as he once was on the streets of 
Kabul. “We thought when Hekmat- 
yar joined the government, the 
prices of everything would go dewn 
. .. [Butl the prices went un" com- 
plained Mohammad Yaqu», 25, who 
sells grapes from a haricart. 
Hekmutyar's faction, 
others groups that have ınade 
peace with ıhe government are a 
Shiite Muslim faction in central 
Afghanistan and an ethnic Uzbek 
faction lecl by Abdurrashid Dostum. 
They have ceased hostilities but 
have not joined the government 


The Taliban has rejected govern- 
ment offers to negotiate, saying the 
Rabbani regime, which took power 
in 1992, is illegitimate because he 
was Supposed to have resigned last 
year under a U.N. accord. Rabbani 
is part of a ruling triumvirate with 
Hekmatyar and top military com- 
mander Ahmed Shah Massoud. 

Hekmatyar was prime minister in 
Rabbani's government from March 
1993 to January 1994, Before and 
after that period, Heknıatyar's Hezb- 
Islami (Islamic Party) forces were 
responsible (or destroying much of 
south Kabul with barrages of rock- 
ets. He returned to the government 
in June, his forces niilitarily weak- 
ened by defections to the Taliban. 

“He came to the conclusior that 
for the salvation of our ceunlry he 


many states, in part because there is 
often no consensus about how to do 
it. In some states, governors and 
lawmakers are battling with the 
National Education Association, the 
nation's largest teacher union, over 
an array of teacher certification, 
training and tenure policies, 
Republican presidential nominee 
Bob Dole has made the NEA a cen- 
{rat issue in his canıpaign, denounc- 
ing the union as a powerful obstacle 
to reforms that would enhance tle 
quality of teachers. Last week, Dole 
again accused Clinton of beirig too 
beholden to teacher unions to lead 
an effective fight for improving edu- 
calion. “It seenıs to me that we've 
gol to give the schools back to the 


teachers and the parents, and take 
them away from the union leaders 
who sit in Waslıiington, D.C., and 
call themselves the National Educa- 
tion Association,” Dole said. 

But the commission questions 
that view, Its study calls the notion 
that teaclıer unions are adamantly 
against reforms a “myth,” and states 
that many union chapters nationally 
frying to upgrade teacher pro- 
8sionalism,. Keith Geiger, who 
until this summer had been the 
NEA's president, was a member of 


Other members include several 
university presidents, governors, 
teachera, and chief executive offl- 
cers of national companies, 


Kenneth J. Cooper in Kabul The ınilitia has been altacking thie 
| Capital front lhe south antl west with 
۱ NEW Afghan coalition gov- | rockets since October, and opening 


crament las risen abuve Î a (lıird frunt on the cast could 
being jist another warring | sireleh gnvernınent forces and 
faction ancl has made peace with | threaten thie ortly airpnrt currently 
several foes, but faces an increasing serving Kabul. 
challenge from iis last remaining The Taliban has responded to tlie 
for — an Islamic militia that holds | governınenl steps toward peace by 
twodthirds of the country. raining rockets on Kabul, as it did 
Sinve faclions nf Islamic warriors | when Hekmatyar rejoined the gov- 
vallerl mujaheddin clrove Soviet oc- Î ernment, when the link to Central 
cupalion troops from Afglıanistan in | Asia was reopenecl ard when n new 
1989 ancl loppled a comnmınist | U.N. mediator, Norbert Holl of Ger- 
Afghan government three years | many, arrived in iıe city, 
later, four years of civil war have The high cost of food, fuel and 
seen many mililary reversals, bro- | other essential items has made 
ken alliances and defections among | many ofthe capital's residents eager 
Afghanistan's factions, which tencl to | far any leader who can bring peace, 
be etlınically based and supported Î whether from ihe current govern- 
by other nations in Llıe region. ment, lhe Taliban or deposed king 
Since May, however, the govern- Î Mohammad Zahir Shah. 
ment of President Burhkanuddin “Whoever can bring peace lıere 
Rabbani has persuaded three major | and wlıoever canı bring food for the 
factions ta accept peace terms that people, we will accept,” sail Ghulam 
have brought key mililia leacler Gul- Mohiudin, 65, who runs a silewalk 
buddin Hekmatyar back to the bicycle-repair shop in a section of 
prime nıinister's office and re- | south Kabul that lies in ruins. 
opened a strategic highway lo Cen- The Taliban emerged as a fight- 
tral Asla. ing force suddenly in 1994 and 
Despite continued friction over | draws its name from students of 
accusallons that Pakistan has aided | Islamic religious schools in border- 
the Afghan government's adver- ing provinces of Pakistan, 
saries, officials here say they have The mililia controls 17 of 33 
improvecl relations with ita eastern provinces, compared with the seven 
neighbor, which has promised to re- | in government hands and in 
open an entbassy in Kabul after a | Tatiban<controlled areas has estab- 
year's absence. lished a stricl Islamic reginıe that 
Yet even as Rabbani's govern- | does not allow girls lo attend 
ment has consoliclaled its position ¦ schools or women lo work outside 
here in the besieged capital, militia Î the home except in the health pro- 
forces of an Islamic group known as fessiuons. 
the Tnliban have swept through The Afghan government has ac- 
tlıree southeastern provinces in the | cused Pakistan of backing the Tal- 
past week and naw control roughly | iban, which Pakîstan denies, State 
Iwertlirrls of Afghanistarı. Department officials have asserled 


In Depth Study Finds the 
Nation's Teachers Lacking 


Rene Sanchez tiurts of veterinarians trealing Ape 
ica's cals aml logs than thoseul the 
O} OF Ihe must comprehen | people educaling the nalun's chil 
siye stuclics ever undertaken of | dren and youtlı.” 
lhe nation's teachers has conchıcled In response lo tke study, Presi 
thal un altrming number of then | lent Clinton diected Education 
dre hire each year withuut proper | Secretary Riclbırd Riley to take sev. 
credentials, rarely get help front | eral steps lc assist states as they try 
sehnols to improve their skills, and | to imprcre hiring and training stan- 
often Icave the profession after only | dardsıtr teachers, 
a few years in tle classroonn. During a campaign stop in 
The study, released last week by | Fresno, California, where he an- 
a bipartisan commission of promi- ر‎ nounced new federal spending for 
nent public officials and educato#, | independent “charter” public 
presents a blunt, broad indicument | schools, the president said, "The re- 
ûf how states and school aistricts | port makes it clear that we should 
train and treat teachers, -alling the | have high standards for teachers, 
situation "a national sşhıme.” but that often teachers are nol re. 
Comniission mentbers said that | warded when they do a good job... 
«luring two years of research they | A lot of times these reports are 
found that aksut onmfourth of high | ignored, but this is a good one.” 
school teaniers lack college training The study was careful not to 
in their primary classroom subject; | blame teachers or their unions for 
that early 4O percent of math teach- | the problems it outlined. Tustead, it 
ers are not fully qualifiecl for their Î faulted states and school districts 
assigiment; that Û0 of the 1,200 | for not putting more emphasis on 
cducation schools lack acereditalion; teacher quality. 
and thai ihıree of every 10 tenchers The issue is particularly critical 
quit Ihe job within five years, The | now. Demand for teachers is reach- 
conumission callecl leacler recruit- ing unprecedented levels because of 
ing and hiring praclices nationwide | record enrollment around the na- 
"(lislressingly’ ad hor." tion anl the graying of the current 
“Although no state will perınit a | corp of teachers, Educators expect 
person to write wills, practice med | to have to hire more than two mil- 
dine, fix plumbing, or style lıair | lion teachers in the next 10 years, 
without completing training and “Nathing is more crucial to the 
tıssing an examination, more than quality of eclucation than the quality 
40 states allDw districts 10 hire Î of the classroom teacher,” said 
teachers who lave nat met tlrese | Illinois Gov. Jim Edgar, R, a com: 
1 requirements,” Ihe coınmis- | nıission meınber. 
report slates. "“Mosl states But toughening teacher slan- 
Jiy more alentior 1o the epualifict- Î dards is proving lo be (lifficult for 


Salvatore Alolse In Rome 


TALY seems sel for an aulumn of 
discontent. The economic crisis 
lias proved worse {han expvrlctl: 
growth will probably not 1op 1 per 
cent, while investment remains 
sluggish and consumption is slag- 
nating. 

Ii is hardly the! right ıuanenl tu 
ask Ihe Italians to make further sac- 
rifices. Yet that is wit Remannbo 
Pragli's canllion governnen will 
lave lo du as il faces ils frst rel 
tes1 — he prepuratiou of fhe 1 
buciret, which iiıns to put Maly ina i 
pîtî tu juin u siugle European 
curry. 

Lhe boue of monary union is 
huk in the news now lal ih 
depudly prime miniler, Waller Vel- 
roni, and the chairman uf Fil, Uv- 
sare Rout, have publicly asker 
whelıur Ihe lop [niarily — jolys — 
should be sacrificed un tl’ altar of a 
single currency. 

Fausle Herlinmti, heie oof th ir“ 
fouled Cumınunisis (}, whine 
vues dife vial to the survival of 

Pruli's centre-lefl giv 


"iy 
a U per cent chime uf 
xeUing over lhe lurille uf Ihe unl 

. 1 
gel". 

Tradi has saitl thal tl nly thing 
which interests lim is econenik rr 
covery, ant Hal the gnvornmvnt ; 
will not engage in any “bargaining ' 
ın fulure decisims™. He has 1 
pledged to conte up witls the combi- | 
1 


nation uf cuts and pew revenues 
that will make possible ihe butlgel 
saving of 32.5 trillion lire (S2.1 bil 
lion) which is witlely regarded iı 
necessary. 

But Prodi also has to tke into av” 
count Ihe Olive Tree ruali 
ation promises, the first of which wits 
1hal it woul not tamper with wel- 
fare. He has to send oul a “strong” 
political signal that Italy's first left- 
ofcentre government for 50 years is 
bringing about real changes. 

Minislers are being asked to ra- 
tionalise spending and reduce waste 
in their departments, according to a 
method described by the finance 
minister, Carlo Azeglio Ciampi, as 
“Cartesian”. “Palnless” cuts of 21 
trillion lire are rumoured to be on 
the cards, but no new taxes will be 
introduced. 

That is not enough, according to 
the RC, which wants greater consul- 
tation on the budget and more 
energetic measures on the unem- 
ployment front. But Prodi already 
has one success under his belt — an 

agreement between employers and 
trade unions thet will make the 
. labour market more flexible and at- 
tractive to investment. 

The other reason for the current 
` political tension has been Umberto 
Bossi. Quite apart from the sheer 
. provocation of the three-day march 
organişèd by his Northern League, 
. which was due to culminate in 
' Venice on Seplember 15 with the 
proclamation of the independence 
of “Padania”, he has been asking 
some very blunt quesllons aboul 
hayr the workings of the Italian ad- 
minisiratlion are to be improved. 
This time round, the government j: 
will not be able to get away with | 
mcre promises. د‎ 
(September 11) 


Autuman test 
of unity 
for Italians 


Trouble erupts outside the Japanese mterchange A4soclation In 


LHF SINOP RNS Fil 


Sakishinta ia 
(fo Japan} 


pendence day, {hey seen in no 
moud to give up the degret of 
emancipation they already enjuy — 
within a strict code of public con- 
duct — which is characteristic of 
the Caucasus mountains region 

Amina, whose smiling face and 
green eyes are all that is visible be- 
neath her Islamic dress, sang so 
powerfully that she attracted some 
5Û women to join her in a zikr in a 
cemetery. But when a group of 
young fighters arrived the singing 
turning into an animated and exu- 
berant discussion. Was she in 
favour of sharia being introduced? 
“Of course, better late than never,” 
ahe exclaimed. 


UT ZARIMA was of a different 

opinion. She felt depressed: 
when she got home after the inde- 
pendence celebrations because she 
had heard her hero, the military 
leader Shanıil Basayev, say: “An 
slamic republic is my life.” 

Zarima knows Bassayev well be- 
cause she often helped him in her 
capacity as a telecomniunications 
expert, But she hadi no inkling of hia 
new-found - Islamic beliefs. A cok 
league, who had also been active in 
lhe separatist siruggle, tried te con- 
sole her: "They'll never manage lo 
put the Chechens In’ an Islamic 
straitjacket — we're loo rebellious 
for that.” - 0 

He was, perhaps, being over- 
optimislic, ‘like hose who believe 


' hat Ihe war is well anid truly ‘over. 
But, for now at least, (helt vicw does 
seem to be shared by 


tnost 
Chechens. 
(September 10) 


Taipei over Tokyo's clnim to the Diaoyu Islands 


menl by tle lwo couriers, when 
they normalised diplomatic rela- 
tions in 1972, anl to raise he issité 
al suvereignty over Diityu. 

This is ont Lhe first Linie Japanese’ 
naliunalisls lave laid claim lo 
Diaayıu. In 1978 [Issuikal, a movı- 
met founded by fullowers uf the 
wriler Yukio Mishima {wha canınıit- 
ted riluitl suicide in FFD, sparked a 
crisis with Buijing by errclinkg i 
ligiUhouss hert’. 

The Japan Yuh Leaguu is 
ınuch less kleologically arivtutatetl 
association Ian Issuikai. Hs mum 
hers apparently de little minre than 
rush Uirough lhe sireels chanting 
nalinnalisl slogans, Thr’ moventeut 
in ft serves as a fronl for argiln- 
ised erime. Police sources say Ihat it 
is controlled by Sunmiyoshikai, one 
of the lwo main crime synelicates in 
the Tokyo region. 

(September 10) 


Chechens eager to submit to Islamic law 


belongs, implicitly at least, through 
the influence of [amilies and clans, 
that cements Chechen society, The 
brotherhoods, which went under- 
ground during the resistance 
against communisni, began to re- 
emerge from 1991 on. 

Zikr sessions, where members of 
a brotherhood rhythmically chant 
the name of Allah and his qualities, 
have become a regular feature of 
any television report from Cheche- 
nia. But some brotherhoods see thls 
form of publicity as an unattractive 
development, and were particularly 
irritated that women took to the 
streets chanting praises of Allah 
during demonstrations to demand a 
Russian pullout, . 

“Tt all started here,” says an in- 
habitant of the village of Avturl. “A 
group of women went round all the 
other villages by bus with the aim of 
setting up a women's Jslamic niove- 
ment. They were allowed to do thal 
because it answered a need al the 
lime —~ the menfolk no longer 
dared to demonstrate in Grozny 
after the army had begun firing at 
then again last winter.” 

As has already happened in other 
Muslim countries, the Chechens’ 
latest war of independence has 
helped the emancipation of women, 
even İf they end up having to con- 
form to Islamist rules on dress and 
having 1o tolerate the atllludes that 
go hand in hand with those rules. 

However, to judge from the num 
ber of women who joined in the 
mourning and celebrations of inde- 


¢ 


Emotions run high 
in islands dispute 


5 


tled to fish and exploit mineral re- 
sources, 

With negotiallions between Japan 
and its Chinese and Taiwanese 
neighbours over the demarcation of 
those zones now at a delicate stage, 
the ultranationalists' act of bravado 
has embarrassed Tokyo. The Japan- 
ese foreign ministry has said: “We 
neither approve nor disapprove of 
the initiative, But Japanese sover- 
eignty over the islands is a laci.” 

Tokyo's version goes as follows: 
the string of "unclaimecl” islands, 
which first appeared on weslern 
maps in the 19th century uncler 
their English name, fhe Pinniıcle [s- 
lands, bul which hid already been 
dlescribul in 1787 by the French 
navigator Jean-Trançguis La Perouse 
as “rocks caveretl with flocks of 
birs", became parl of Okinawa 
district in 1895. 

The 1951 San Franciscu ‘Treaty, 
under wliclı Japan formally gave 1uj 
terrilories il had occupied, in parlic- 
ular Taiwan (which had been cedel 

lo Japan by imperial China in 8), 
makes no mention of Diauyu. Chini 
and Taiwan began lo claim sover- 
eignly over the isluntls ply in TUY, 
when a UN report tilked of the 
probable exislence in lhe area of 
one uf tlıe world's biggest nilfiekcls. 

When China saw hat its initially 
restrained prolest al lhe Japan 
Youth League's gcliun lial gone unı- 
noticed, Beijing claimed that the 
Japanese government had long liad 
designs on the archipelago, was 
secretly behind tlıe Youth League's 
action ancl was breaking the agree- 


cameras. Once his ordeal was over, 
he got to his feet, adjusted his dress 
and explained that he had always 
“remained with his people in spirit" 
and intended to continue to do so. 

In a village not far from Grozny, a 
family watched the event on televi 
slon. The eldest son, who had been 
to university in Moscow, criticised 
the separatist leaders, whom he oth- 
erwise supported, for tolerating a 
“return to the Middle Ages”, But his 
sisters pointed out that most vil 
lagers, even before the war, had 
wanted Islamic law to be introduced. 

For Chechens, itis simply an offi 
cial recognition of customs they 
have always respected, even under 
the communist regime and during 
thelr deportation to Central Asia at 
the end of the second world war. 

Alongside the Soviet judicial sys 
tem, which was perceived as being 
fundamentally unfair to the 
Chechens, an unofficial cadi (civil 
judge) laid down the law in each vil 
lage on the basis of shania (religious 
law, adat (customary law) and 
tariqa (Sufi doctrine). : 

The cadî, unlike thelr Soviet 
counterparts, were unanimously re- 
spected, and it was only natural for 

. Chechen fighters lo turn to them 
for help in 1995 after six months of 
` war. At that time the Chechens’ ex- 
perience of Russian “justice” boiled 
` déwni 1o being bombed, flung into 
hell‘camps, or sumnuarily executed 
` by federal forces.’ 

But it is the: systenl of Sufi 

brotherhoods, to which everyone 
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Francis Deron in Beljing 
and Phillippe Pons in Tokyo 


ENSJON between China and 
Japan has been mounling 

since July 14, when 
ultranationalists belonging to the 
Japan Youth League buill a sınall 
lighthouse and put up a Japanese 
lag on une of ihe Diaoyu islands 
{Senkaku in Japanese). China 
claims sovereignty over thc islands, 
wlıich are localedl belween 1he Oki- 
nawa archipelago and Taiwan. 

On Septenıber f, tlhe Chinese far 
cigı minisiry referred to the indig- 
nation fell by “all Clıinese, including 
wur compalriots in Hong Kong aml 
Taiwan". Two clays later, pruleslers 
Irom Hong Kong and Tuiwan were 
prevented from landing on ihe is- 
lands by Japanese cuislal defence 
personnel. 

The protesters’ denand Lil pro- 
tection be provided for thir fishing 
boats, which have been bannetl 
from the area by the Japanese, does 
not have Cliina's explicit supporl 
Bu Beijing views the clispute as a 
perfect opporlıuuity to play on na- 
tionalist feelings. On September §, a 
delegation of 30 peuple froruı various 
Chinese cities handel iı a petition 
to the Beijing authorities cleninmd- 
ing military action in the archipel- 


Chinese anger has been tueclledl 
by the fact thal last July Japiu rati- 
fied the UN convention on the law 
of ıhe sea, which establishes a 200- 
mile exclusive ecvnomic zone 
within which each country is enti- 


Sophle Shihab in Grozny 


HE Chechen separatist leaders’ 

much publicised plan to adopt 
an Islamic penal code squares per- 
fectly with an often overlooked char- 
acteristic of Chechenia's history: 
the doctrines of Sufism (a mystical 
Islamic order) have always in- 
formed attitudes and social relation- 
ships in this part of the Caucasus, 
They have underpinned the continu” 
ous struggle the Chechens have 
waged for two centuries against 
Russian, then Soviet, domination. 

On September 6, the fifth an- 
niversary of Chechen independence 
(proclaimed after the collapse of the 
Soviet Union), Chechen television 
broadcast the public fogging of the 
republic's first Mufti, who. was ap- 
pointed in 1991 by the late Chechen 
leader, Dzhokhar Dudayev. Shortly 
after the beginning of the war in 
Chechenia, the Mufti fled to 
Moscow and called on his compat 
rlots to submit to the Russians. 

The young military commander 
of Grozny. explained that this act of 
“supreme treason" by a man who 
should have given moral guidance 
to a country at war deserved the 
death penalty, but that since lhe au 
thorities had chosen Independence 
day to announce an anunesty for all 
Chechens who had fought on the 
Russian side the Mufti would get 80 
strokes of the cane instead. 

The holy .mian: lay on a table and 
took hia punishment, which was far 
from brutal, in front of television 


In the course of time.he cave li’. 


make him forget — most of the iê i 


Seplenber 22 1ii; 

e e 
Murder in Sarajevo 
Anthony Olcott who were loyal to ıo one but theg 
THE MONKEY HOUSE E E a e 


complexily; he is the son of 
Englishwoman andl a Croat Nazi, 
In an environınent this 
even nominal justice looks 
in order to lock away the murderer 
Rosso turns his godldaughter nio 
decoy, manipulates a reporter int 
becoming u lıostage and strikes a! 
bargain of convenience with an ie 
fectual and factionalized Bonin 
government, which has cedled coe | 
trol to a gangster wlio finances ha' 
defense of the city against the Sefyl 
by selling other Serbs raw heru 
wlıich they sell elsewhere to finame 
their war. The UN soldiers, who a 
meanl tio keep the peace, instead 
black-market their weapons to buh 
siles in order la buy giris anl 
booze, while their principled ûlë 
cers are inte only on maintaining | 
the bloody stalemate between Ser! 
who have guns but no men andi 
Bosnians wlio have ınen but no guns: 
International opinion is represenled 
by Branston Flett, a reporter whois: 
well-fed in a starving city; for bin. 
the sole imporlance of Sarajero, 
death is whether’ his stories abouti: 
will be placed “above tlhe fold.” 


By John Fullerton 
Crown. 288pp. $23 


OHN FULLERTON'S mar- 

keters have good reason to 

stand The Monkey House 
alongside the works of John le 
Carré and Frederick Forsyth. This 
first novel offers the authenticity, 
drive and exoticîsm of any of those 
earlier thrillers, 

However, it takes one step be- 
yond them by asking what, for the 
genre, is a new and timely question. 

The crimes (social or political) 
with which "whodunits” try to hor- 
rify us require that we live iıı an oth- 
erwise ordered world. Our frisson 

. as readers comes from contempla- 
tion of the anarchy which crime 
might introduce into that order, 
while our satisfaction comes when 
the criminal is found, his nıotives 
are revilecl, aııd order is reasserted. 

Fullerton, however, writes ûf 
Sarajevo, where, as Superintendent 
Rosso, the novel's hero, puts it, “a 
combination of war, hunger, and 
poverty (had reduced) a people, 
(carried) them back from the 20l1 ا‎ 
century ,. . to Neanderthal man ... T ISonuly at the encl of The Mor 
ready to bash his neighbour's brains I key House that Russo — and 
for a plate of beans.” In a city that Fullerton — succeerl in sug’ 
has the evil misfortune to lie al the Î gesting low justice mighi one d4 
juncture of tıree great warrior reli- | return to Sarajevo. even if Ross 
gions — Catholicism, Orthodoxy | cannot yet achieve il. Burdened w 
and Islam — justice is all but impos- | breaking by the nıoral uxyıorons 
sible lo define, since it is scarcely | of civil war, Rosso permils himsel 
clear even what constitutes crime. lo {ratle his own life for (hal of ar 

Zjelko Bukovac has been bat- | other. A liny gesture against 
tered, then drowned in her batltub, | scale of civil war, probably fulile anl 
in the apartment complex called the certainly tragic, Russo's final Al 
Monkey House. Rasso finds clues, | nevertheless reminils ux thal ret 
interrogates witnesses and even | juslice will fuurislh only when in 
brings a suspect to jail, but the | manus fiud Lhe strength lo do as he 
novel's central issue is not “wher | cles al the tıuvel's euul, rising lors 
dunit” What Fullerton is wrestling | moment abuve wlıal Solzhenitsyn 
with is the more fearful question: Î has callecl lhe need lo “eat first and 

Why does it even matter who killecl | die last." 
this heroin adtlict and probable trai- Fullerlon's predecessors in his 
tor, {lis woman who was “"unly a | clıosen genre had Ihe luxury ol 3 
Serb”? After all, iı Sarajevo “Serbs | wurld in whiclı it was sufficienl 

were fighting Moslems and Croats, | ask "whodunit." His porirayal 

Croats fought Serbs ancl Moslems, Sarijevo is a brutal reminder that, 
Moslems fought Serbs auc Croats | lhe world which is upon us, in ordef 

and one another," while “regular | 1o reach justice we may first have 

Croatian troops [fought] alongside | answer ihe question “Who cares. 
Bosnia's Croats against the | The real pleasure, lıowever, sı 

Moslenmdominated Bosnian army | Fullertons elegant deınonstratlol 

with which they were formally allied j thal juslice is ultimalely a produ 
against the Serbs,” to say nothing of | not of laws, couris or police, 
the “Croats, Moslems, and Serbs rulher of human spirit, 


depression is exlended despair, 
Buchwald's experience was closer 
to despair, but when he touches on 
his psychiatric confinemernts ıhey 
are just black dots on a pair of rose- 
colored spectacles, 

The baby sea turtle emerges 
from the egg softshelled and vul- 
nerable, and scuttles down the 


uncertainty, rejection and pain, itis 
remarkable {hat the whole 

be a breezy, cheerful defiance ofl 
dismal — û defiance whose fale 
ings, thouglı deep, were brief, Bue 
wald admits, as do other humorist 
that anger is behind much of İi 
laughter, but his rage creates. 
fun, aud he has been gt his kK 


beach to the safety of the waves | board a remarkably long time.. , 
while clouds of birds snap up the Il is said that funnymen's as 
turtles beside him. The surviving eventually erode the 
turtles grow hard shells and swell to | process, but the Buchwald who af 
majestic proportions, threatened | fully buınbled his way through Pals 
only by men, The soft-shelled Buch- | in the 1940s is now artfully exposilf 
wald, against considerable odds, | the bumblings of Washington ine 
swant through the war and io Paris, | '90s without apparent loss of zest. 1| 
where he acquired a formidable j isthe strongest virlue of the. 
carapace against a past that turtles | that Buchwald does not employ ê | 
leave behind and men don't. . | feathered quill of the “thosewer® 
As early as his slıow-ancktell cays | thedays” school but writes as Î |: 


iı New York's PS. 35, Buchwald 
learned to please — a desperate 
necessity for one who seemed to be 
cosmically unpleasing to those who 
had the care of him. There is a con- 
cept called Gestalt which argues 
that the whole is greater than the 
sum of its parts. When the parts are 


were once again at a café in i : 
.parnasse, hoping to catch the €¥8% i 
acelebrity. : 


the eyes of enough celebritles ® 


— the rigors ,of PS, 35 and 
Hebrew Orphan Asylum. 
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Calling for the apocalypse . .. Ã poster of Aum cult founder Shoko 
Asahara looms over hls eklest daughter 


PHOTO’ TSIIGUFUMI MATSUMOTO 


surely rooted in Japan's postwar 
skitlishness about government con- 
trol of religion. 

The underlying nıessage of both 
books is that a new kind of terror- 
ism is upon us. The Irish Republi- 
can Army and Hezbollah are still 
blowing up their political targets. 
But a new breed of ideologically 
vacant Armageddon peddlers are 
sprouting up, with visions of mass 
biological, chemical or nuclear at- 
tacks dancing in their addled heads, 
With the former Soviet Union's mas- 
sive arsenal under dubious control, 
and with Internet access to all sorts 
of chemical and biological recipes, it 
is all to easy to see another Asahara, 
another doomsday cult, coming 
soon to a subway near you. 


Golden Days in The City of Lights 


served him well, “Gradually,” said 
Hawkins, “he developed an identifi- 
cation with almost every American 
tourist in Paris. He was constantly 
fighting waiters or being baffled by 
wine lists. He became the typical 
bunıbling American in Paris." 

Thal (lIreadful boyhood was de- 
scribed iı Buchwald's first autobio- 
graphical volume, Lenving Home, 
Losing his mother to a mental insti- 
tulion, sent by lıis father to an or- 
plan asylum (the father kept Ari's 
lhree sisters), sent by the asylum to 
a e of foster homes, he escaped 
at last into the tightly gripping arms 
ofthe U.S, Marines. E 

Bul Art Buchwald, Junniest of 
meni, twice suffered a descerıl into 
depression some 20 years after lıis 
Paris days. Persons suffering mid- 
lile crisis are often told by their 
therapists thal they are suffering 
fron “mild depression.” When they 
canıplain incignantly that “mild" is 
hardly the worl, they are told that 


On a Whiff And a Prayer 


18 The Washington ost / BOOKS 


Kevin Sullivan and 
Mary Jordan 


THE CULT AT THE END 
OF THE WORLD 

By David E. Kaplan 

and Andrew Marshall 
Crown. 310pp. $25 


HOLY TERROR: 
Armagaddon in Tokyo 

By D.W. Brackell 
Weatherhil, 186pp. $24.95 


N MARCH 20, 1995, a poi- 
son gas invented by the 

Nazis during World War II 
was releaserl in the Tokyo subways, 
killing 12 people ancl injuring 5,500 
more. The allack slaltered Japan’s 
nearly ııniversal sense of securily. In 
a ıatiın where women feel free to 
walk ıhe darkest alleys in Ihe ımicl- 
tlle of the night, people have started 
louking over their slıoulders, 

Willıiı hours uf the atlack, police 
iclerıs focusesl on an obscure 
igioue cult callecl Aum Supreme 
‘Truth aul its bearded, nearly blind 
guru, Shoko Asahara, who were 
eventually clıarged in Japan's firsl 
case uf tlomeslie mass lerrorism, 
The case senl Japan's media into 
triple overclrive, No delail was too 
smal] lo report. Papers competed 
for scoops. pouring often dubious 
information al reaclers who triecl to 
valeh facts like semeone slanding 
beneath a waterfall with a spoon. 

Since the allack, the case has 
bome a ruddled mess for most 
casual observers. Dil Asnhara con- 
fess? Did Aum buy nuclear weapons 
in Russia? Did they lry 1o spray gas 
ın Tokyo from a helicopler? Who 
knuws? 

So thank goodness for two new 
books that atlempt 1o put Aum and 
all ils evil, bizarre history into a sin- 
gle narrative. The Cul At The End 
ÛF The World by David E. Kaplan 
all Andrew Marshall andl Holy 
Terrur Arnıaugeddon [n Tokyo by 
D.W. Brackuit are botlı accessible 
priimers an one of the scariest and 
strangest bands of Lerrurists in re- 
cent history, 

Tokyo-based journalists Kaplan 
anl Marshall {race Aıını from its ori- 
gins as the brainchild of Chizuo 
e a herbal | rule-happy Japanese would carry 
medlicine uckster who later | this to dan 1 
changed his name te Asahara and ab 
declared himself to be Jesus Christ. 
They follow the cult from Japan to 


Russia to the Australian outback in a 
compelling way that ınanages to 
mıake sense and cut through the fug. 

Both books righlly iake to task 
U.S. intelligence officials wlıo failed 
10 spot Aum's potentlal danger. But 
Brackett scems alnıost ta suggest 
that the United States is responsible 
for Aum's crimes. He finds Ameri 
can culpability in Japan's constitu- 
tion, wrilten by U.S. occupiers after 
World War Il, which calls for Ameri- 
can-style separation of church and 
state. He argues that the American 
authors should have known that the 


hindsight seems a bit too ctear to be 
fair; the majestically inept perfor- 
mance of the Japanese police was 


Heywood Hale Broun 


FLL ALWAYS HAVE PARIS: A Memoir 
By Arl Buchwald 
Putnanr. 236pp. $24.95 


lhe second tier billing, the Duke 
and Dırchess of Windsor, 
Unabashediy he admits, “I really 
loved mingling with the very rich." 
Fresh from the ghastly drinks the 
Marines had made in patched-up 
sills, he became a member of the 
Contrerie des Chevaliers de 
Tastevin, a burgundy boosting 
group. JH he was a fraud, he gave 
gotl vale in goocl fellowship. 
Honest with his readers, Buch- 
walt tells of arfivirtg at a job al the 
lgenlary Paris Trib with qualifica- 
tts that wuulrln'l lave earned him 
a fryout wilh a clental sııpply tracle 
pıper. Bucliwald repurls thal lis 
carly edir on lhe Trib, Erie 
Hawkins, said later, “He wasn'l ex- 
aclly u whirlwind in ihe heginning. 
In fact lıis copy was iıntussible, He 
was a cnplete novice at writing," 

A less deterninedl, less lucky 
man might soon have given up, but 
the very oulsiderness thal had 
dogget his dreadful bayhood 


O A young man for whom ser- 

vice İn the U.S. Marines was a 
wonderful chaıge fron tlifficult 
early years, Paris right aller World 
War J must have seemed very 
much Hike heaven to Art Buchwald, 
In Ihe larger part uf this boek, 
which Cuvers the yrars in whiclt 
rupidly aul improbiably he rose 
from GI-Bil student i» fvaluretl 
columnist oun the Paris Heriakl Tiri 
bune, the pages lmosl visibly bub- 
ble. Jl was the Yie de Boheme, a 
lng way fretn burned manuscripts 
amel pawrıed overcoats, 

Bulwald inay have been aban- 
sfoned by his futher, but in Paris he 
hobuubbvd with celebrities: Elvis 
Presley, Lucille Ball ‘Truman 
Capote, atl, if heyl forgivu ne for 
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Mother Russia calls for more heroines | Global fight 
for survival 


Dazzled at 
Deauville 


that Russian women, like thelr counterparts in | conditions and changing social attitudes were 


Russian women are aspiring to 
the West, had been choosing to have fewer | squeezing the birth rate as women, usually living 


Annette Vezin careers and independence but children for more than 100 years. in cramped flats and conıpelled to go out to work, USSIA is falling behind the 
Pascal Mérigeau SFO patriots are urging them to do e ا‎ r many çhillren because | put off having children, Despite the Rin 0 ا‎ real of the world in 0 
i 1 people tha 1 they don't need them. Previously a big group of Î thodox Church's anttabortion stance, hundreds lemographic catastrophe’ 
reviews Lelouch’s latest MSE the Rd A their duty and halt the population children was seen as a sign of wealth. Now it's the | of thousands of women take advantage of Rus | which could result in the pop- 
decline, writes James Meek other way round,” said Mir Medkov. He added | sla's liberal abortion lawa each year, and contra- Î ulation of 147 million ahrinking 


Film Festival in Deauville, which 
ended ou September 8. A recard 
40,0% tickets were sul, and several 
big stars, including Gena 

Gérard Depardieu, Christopher 


film with its controversial 
tap billing while, below, 
1 Jean-Michel Frodon 


by almost ane miliion a year. In 
the firat half of 1996, 1.7 tmes 
more Russians died than were 
born, up from 1.6 in the same 
period last year, writes John 


ceptives are now readily available (there was 
tough Sovlet opposition to the Pill). 

Russian nationalists are acutely aware of the 
growing disparity belween Lhe country’s greal 
size, its dwindling population and the high birth 


that, while women had increasingly Western 
attitudes towards having clıildren, Russian life 
expectancy was at Third World levels. 

Russian women have an average of 1.4 chil- 


ORNING is a busy time in the 
Chernyshova household with 10 chil- 
dren locked in the eternal struggle for 


reflects on its success Walken, Eddie Murphy and Kera breakfast and bathroom. Large families haye j dren, about {he same as women in prosperous 1 
Spacey, who was a great hit with feş hecome the exception in Russia but with falling | Italy, which has one of the world’s lowest birth | rates of its Muslinı and Chinese neighbours. | Ziman. 
HANKS to a perfectly or- tivalk-goers, turned up for the birth rates and more (leaths, there is a growing | rates. But while [lalian nıen can expect to live to | Armchair geopolitivians in Moscow antl Vlaclî- The average fe expectancy of 
chestratel publicity canı al the Norınandy seasicle resort push to produce more children. 75, the average life span of Russian men is 59 j vostok compare the number of Russîaus with the j Russian men is 59 years. This 
paign, we all kuow that there Deauville confirmed that thı bor Yevgeniya Chetnyslwva should have been a | years. Although the latest figures on causes of | nunber of unemployed people in China The j compares with 78 years ar more 
5 Heroine Mother, She hacl her first baby when | death slow a slight improvement, they still | figures are close, Il is this kind uf thinking, Mr | in Japan, Sweden and Iceland. 


are many sinilarilies belween 
Bernard Tapic anıl Benoit Blanc, the 
lawyer kırnedl businessman he plays 
in Claude Lclouch's latest filma, 
Hommes, Fenmes: Mode ("Emploi 
{Men, Women: User's Manual). 

So we are naturally keen to see 
how he performs, He is first shown | ¢ 
talking about himself lo a woman | ' 


who is clearly on the point of lower Co-atars . . . Alessandra Martinea puts her arm around Bernard Tapie, by turn `A` business tycoo 
N, 


ing her defences. Blanc/Tapi f 
E n ootball club owner, disgraced politician, barıkrupt and now star of Claude Lelouch’s new miovie 


But Russia still fares better than 

the poorest couniics where the 

figure is 43 andl falling. By 

2000, life axpectancy in Ivory 

Coast, the Central African 

Republic, Congo, Ugnnda and 

Zambia will drop to 42, 

according to the Workcl Hcaltla 

Organisation (WHO). 1 
Worldwide, population growth 

in this century is enimuatod la be 

17 per cend, wilh ihe number of 


derline between inlependent pm 
clırctions and movies made by he 
Hollywoorl majors has becorne ir 
creasingly blurred. It is by no mens 
irue that the independents have a 
monopoly of talent and creativity, 
Take maverick producer Arnon 
Milchan, to whoın the festival paida 
tribute. Although he clainıs to haşe 
coniplete freedom of decision de 
spite his close links wilh Time 
Warner, he has proved with his last 


portray a country in chaos: the first half of 1996 | Merlkov fears, fal could lead 1o a more diclator- 
saw 19,000 deaths from alcohol poisoning, 30,00 | ial approach to birth promotion in fulure. 
suicides, 21,000 murders and 13,000 fatal cases of Vladimir Borisov is among those whu argue 
tuberculosis. for radical action, accusing the moderates ûf 
Mr Medkov conccded that tougher economic j being antifamily. "Anwng the intelligentsia, in- 
cluding demugraphers, {lere is a poweriul antic 
milal lobby, obstructing ancl sabotaging {he 
drawing-up of any kind of program’ lo stirHU’ 
lue more births," he said. 
“Fhe medin play a great rale. They ofle preae 
mule a nonfamily, nomrehild, unhealthy, inelividu- 
alisti¢ way of life, Il needs lo be steered in u 


she was an avialion student aud since then she 
aııd her husband Valery have had a clıild every 
two years on average. They have produced 10 in 
all — the magic number that iıı Soviet times gave 
mothers Heroine slatus with {he privileges 
jumping food queucs, mainly) the title entailed. 
Al one point in the cighties there were nine 
family members — five children, tlieir parents 
and Chernyshova's parenls — living in a (wo- 
roumed Moscow ful. Now Ihey have five rooms 
bul none of the children has lefl home. 
Chernyshova, agecl 4U, wliuse hips tell of the 


elderly inereasing by 0 per 
cent, [ia a cruel parudox thnl 
the success of modlern licalth 


cart is ever-incrunsing demantl,. 

The WHO predicts thıut care of 
elderly dementia palienls and 
replacement of ageing joints will 
be among lhe most pressing 
demands on health care 
in the nex century, Tu 
heullh care bills are bel 
pegvd buck by an epidumic of 
curonury hcarl disvase. Russi 
is now Ihird in Iho coronary 


| 
deuth leuguc, behind [atvin ancl , 
Lithuanian. | 
1 
Life and death leagu 
Bit Duar #1 
ran tata gtowth i 
pet pir ral | 
HAN IL 
Russla 9 1Ë ا‎ 
UK l3 11 
Europe 11 12 
N.America 15 9 
S.Amerlca Ã5 7F 
Africa 41_13 
Asia 24 8 
Australla 15 7 


different, bheallhicr tlirrelion.” 

Russian wonwen say they are worried abou 
falling numbers of children, and complain bilterly 
about the lack of slate support. Chernyslttıvu 
a combined monthly allowance from the Ru n 
and local nuthorilies of just SOX ruubles — 
about $15 — for each of her 10 childreu. Bul 
ther is widespread huslilily lo tılk of vanpalgns 
to inervase the birlh rate. 

“I honestly think (herr's been such an uverpoyr 
uaion uf Ihe carl thi there's no need it this 
slage tu have mure than lwo children, or hrc al 
most,” sail Margarita Girigoryants, mulher sf tw 
and heal uf Mowceow's smly fuuily planning cune 
tre. Her second clild was brn seven 1 8 alter 
the firsl. when her husband gol a pay 

Olga Beldzorava, a gynacculogist in Ihe soullt 
uf the capilal anl mother ef three, suid: "People 
have become nure cousciaıs naw [f befre 
there were many faniilies with [ive ur LG clildren, 

now it's lwo ur ree, Wome laye bune nore 
aware ol how many Ihey cin cope with. 
Chernyshava said she had no regrels and 
loved all her children. Bul she rementbered witlı 


regret (he pru-fanily campaign of 1lie early Ys, 
when the Soviet government inlruluced gen- 
erous allowances for families with many children 
which sparked a baby boom — coinciding with 
worsening shortages of basic goods such as milk 
and baby food. “When people had te stand in 
these big queues, it only made thenı angry." — 
The Observer 


Maternity wards are far less busy now that 
Russian women are no longer baby machines 


mast of them. 

So AOL needs more subscribers 
and, according to industry analysts, 
is now stumping up something like 
$90 a head to attract them — 
through advertising and free discs. 
In the quarter ending June 30, the 
company reported recruiting 1.8 
million new subscribers — but it 
lost 1.4 million, which more than 
halved the previous quarter's expan- 
sion rate. 

T eventually got through on the 
tollkfree line to another AOL person : 
who racked me down through my 
posicode, She said the system 

d with my version of evenls 
and that deductions fron my credit 
card would be refunded. Some (our 
months after nıy “free" trial, they 
were: BH CB 

But the arithmetic. bears exaıni- 
nation. Assume, conservatively, that 
25 per cent of a quarter's trial sub- 

. sçriptlons are cancelled and that it . 
hen takes AQL two months to sorl 
aut ifcharges. That means 450,000 ; 
tineg. $17.98 „300,250 — sils İn ` 
AOLs'bank account for elght wecks ; 
accruing interes. :, . . 

And en; the next quarter, AOI. . 
‘pauses Go again. lt must, at least, 7 

help pay the lawyers, ES: 


tember 20. The company is facing 
similar investigations by the attor- 
ney generals of 14 other US states. 
Its latest accounts show more than 
$7.5 million paid out last year to 
settle law suits. 

At a national level, the US Federal 
Trade Commission is pursuing com- 
plaints that the company daes not 
adequately warn people taking up 
its “free” offer that they will auto- 
matically be charged the monthly 
subscription unless they cancel. 


NOTHER complained he was 

being inundated with junk e- 
mail, which AOL is paid to distrib- 
ute and which it then charged him 
to receive..And that seems likely to 
get worse, After the company's 
share price dropped from about $70 
in May to less than $30 at the begln- 


. ning of August, İts chairınan and 


chief executive, Steve Chase, said it 
lıopedl lo, rely nore heavily on ad 


revenue rather Hiat'oni'stlyseriptlon, 


and-usage fees. . E 
.. The backgruund to all this.is the 
effort to underpin lhe company's 
explosive growth bf the pant lhrté' 
year's, În thal time il has acquired 
nine subsidiaries ut 4 cust of $246 
million, It is yet Lo su! a relurı from 


longer had the tollk{ree number and 
couldn't remember my sign-on 
name, I decided to write it off as a 
coek-up which I probably deserved 
for being so careless. 

When my next bili showed that 


-T'd been charged another $8.99 on 


June 17 I rang the credit card cont 
pany to instruct them nat to pay any 
further accounts from AOL. The 
woman was sympathetic but said 
that, since Î had given a nıandate to 
pay the bills, they had no discretion 
about making payments. 1 would 
have to sort it out with AOL. (n 
fact, National Consumer Council 
guidance suggests that a credit card 


Î firm disclainüng liability for a sub- 


standard, service bought witli its 
card may be in breach ofthe Con- 
sumerCreditAct) ' . 

Thats the point at which I saw 
red. No addrešs is given on any of 
the material AOL distributes and I 
felt by now thal [wanted something 
in wriling, so I started tlelving 
around. 4 3 

1 discavered I am hot alone, The 
final slage of a court case in whlch 
AOIs accounlihg practices will’ 
oblige it to pay about £14 million to’ 
seltle a class:action by subgşçribers 
in California was expecletl on Sep” 


Trials and tribulations 


it myself, so it seemed unlikely that 
my e-mail correspondents would. 
Not a good start. 

1 quickly discovered the service 
wasn’t for me. I don't want to play 
games or chat expensively to people 
I don't know. Td used about 30 minı- 
utes of my 10 FREE hours when I 
gave up. That was on April 16. . 

A week or two later Î noticed that 
the: fine print on the wrapper said 
that at the end of my free trial month 
I would automatically be charged 
$8.99 a inonith from theri on. ' 

Tt 'sounded suspiciously likeê iner 
tia selling to me, so on Mey 13, 
three clays before my time was up, Î 
rang the tolkfréte humber on the 
wrapper to make clear thal I dld not 
wish to continue ny FREE trial, The 
woman at AOL assured ıne that my 
: | unmemorable sign-on would be re- 
moved from their recorcls. 

1 deleterl the software frum my 
machine and dumped tlıe disc and 
wrapper. Then, on June 20, I got my 
credit card bill —~ slowing thal AOL 
enlererl it and was givén a j had charged me $8.99 on May 17, 
ime four days after 1 had cancelled. 

I was annoyed but, since .[ no 


burtlen but whose face looks 10 years younger, 
missed oul on being a Hervuine as the award 
lapserl with the Soviet cullapse. Yet so worried 
are Russian authurilies by the country’s shrink- 
ing population thai they are considering reviving 
it. In May, President Baris Yeltsin presented 
Chernyshova with a Merlal of Honour for her 
achievements. However, it came without the priv- 
ileges allacled to the Heroine Mother title, “H's 
just a mural stimulus,” said Chernyshova. 

A grıwîng chorus uf patriots, Communists ancl 
sutiologists is arguing Iliat ınore than medals are 
nerdcd to save the Russians fom dying taster 
than {hey can be repltced. The vuuniry’s low birth 
and high death rıtes havv becnıne a lal issue. 

Latest figures fron f alional slalistics COl- 
witee show thi, in Ilr first half of L9G, 1.7 

, limes ıuore Russians lıesl Lha were born, Will 
, out tlıe trickle uf relugrvs fron lhe former Suvitl 
i republics the pupulalion af aboul 147 million 
would shrink frighteningly tasl. 

“Tlie demographic situation in Russia at this 
time can, willat exaygrratiun, be described as 
vatastrophic,” wrote Vladimir Burisov in a viru- 
{ lent arlicle in tlıe Russiın Demographic Journal. 
The populalion decline has become one of the 
uıain weapons of the anti-government coalition uf 
Cammunists and natiunalists against President 


Yeltsin. They point out that the slunıp has coin- 
cided with econoınic reforms. 

Victor Medkov, of Moscow State university’s 
family sociology department, argued, however, 


Harold Jackson 


MERICA ONLINE, the world's 
largest provider of commercial 

online services, ainıs to have 10 mil 
lion subscribers by the end of the 
year. My credit card and I were, to 
put it mildly, surprised to find our« 
selves among their number, particu- 
larly since we had never joined in. 
the first place. 

This is a warning to treat give- 
away discs as you would pit-bull têr 
riers: with caution, as they can 
inflict a nasty bite. ¥ 

The AOL freebie fell ot of a box 
containing a new computer drive. 
“One monlh's FREE menbershlp 
including 10 FREE hours online,” t . 
proclaimed. “No risk, no obliga- 
tiou.” The worcl "free", in capilal 
uppenred elght timés. 

So I installed it and followed, the 
slguup routine, wliich included’ a 
rêquest for my credil card nıınıber' 

` Reasoning that AOI, was entitled 
1û some securily agains! excêsslye 
bagi 
slgnin’ rahe tontainiig 10 letters 
antl numerals. 1 coukin't remember 


two productions, Norman Jewişon's 
Bogus and Joel Schumachers Ã 
Time To Kill, that the US film indus 
try has lost none of its ability to turn 
out utterly vacuous blockbusters. 

Bogus, in which a little boy be- 

comes a know-all with the help of 
Depardieu and Whoopi Goldberg, 
has several of the more hateful 
features of a certain type of Amer 
can cinema. As for A Time To Kil, 
half of which seems to be taken up 
with people saying "objection, yeur 
honour", it confirms the continuing 
American craze for "trial movies" and 
proves yet again that some of the 
bestintentioned filrrıs are the worst. 

The successful movies al 
Deauville stool out all the more. 

Todd Solondzs Welcome To The 
Dollhouse tjoint winner of the jury 
prize), which tells the stury ofl 4 
teenage girl who is rejected by both 
her family and her school, was prob 
ably (he most sensitive and personal 
movie at the festival, 

Other menıorable movies in 
cluled Greg Mattola's Dayirippers 
(special prize}, a road movie set iı 
New York, and Nicole Holofcener's 
Walking And Talking, an intelligent 
film aboul women and ([riendship 
that refreshingly avoids two com 
mon mother and whore stereotypes. 
It has to be said, though, that Isa 
bella Rossellini gives an excellent 
account in bolh those registers ln 
Stanley Tucci and Campbell Scott's 
Big Night (crities’ prize) and in Abel 
Ferrara's The Funeral. 

Tucci, a novice director burt expe” 
rienced actor, thinks that indepen 
dent productions have got into a ru 
because the people who finance 
them are like all other producers: 
they want to cut their risks to a mint 
mum by going for stories which 
have already proved profitable. That 
is why movies like Pulp Fiction and 

The Usual Suspects have spawned 
countless scripts with similar plots. 


That view was confirmed by John | 


Carpênter, master exponent of thé 
horror film, who presented Escape 
From LA: “It took me some time to 
accept the fact that I was obliged to 
make ‘Carpenter movies’. I would. 
have loved to make Westerns.”. 
(September 10) , . ' 


fe Jonge | 
. Directeur: Jean-Marie Coloiban : 
World copyright by -. .- : 


. . Le Monde; Paris . . | 
All rights strictly reserved '' 


without risking indigestion, How- 
ever that may be, the sight of more 
tripe (during an endoscopy session) 
may cause more than one specta- 
tor’s stomach to heave, 

Perhaps Lelouch was aware of 
that risk, for he immediately whisks 
his two main characters off to Lour- 
des by the first available helicopter. 
Tapie is at the controls and Luchini 
hangs on for dear life as they run 
into turbulence and studio hands do 
their best to make the chopper 
lurch convincingly. 

The last shot of the movie shows 
Lelouch himself with his eye stuck 
lo the camera viewfincler, as though 
unable to pull it away and look at the 
real world — a world he witters on 
about s0 doggedly, and whose 

users manual" he claims to pos- 
sess, It is doubtful whether in his 
particular case a pilgrimage to Lour- 
des will do the job. 
(August 29) 


or movie is involved, and public- 
spiritedness when public life is con- 
cerned. 

That refusal, incidentally, is the 
favourite weapon of that most 
aggressive of demagogues, the far- 
right National Front leader, Jean- 
Marie Le Pen, who was once 
memorably worsted by Tapie when 
they had a stand-up argument on 
television. 

Attempts to silence the critics 
became increasingly common in the 
eighties as the glorification of 
money-making became a fashion- 
able ethos: the argument was that 
success at the box office was the 
ultimate proof of a work of art. 

Yet those who resort to such ar- 
guments try “to have it both ways: 
they repudiate the critics, yet are 
desperate for their approval. Here 
again there is a parallel with political 
mores: popularity is pronounced to 
be the alpha and omega of legiti- 
macy, yet those with high opinion 
polî ratings grumble about not get- 
ting proper recognition from the 
same guardians of republican prin- 
ciples they themselves have helped 


: to undermine by manipulating the |. 


media. ۶ ب‎ 
If the interaction of the "Lelouch 
case” and the "Tapie case” at least 
has the effect of highlighting those | 
paradoxes, then the controversy 
over Hommes, Femmes: Mode 
d'Emploi will ' not have, been a 
complete waste of time, 
(September 5) . 


anything under the sun — women 
(like flowers, they should not be 
plucked too hastily if you want to 
keep تا‎ for a long time), the cir 
ema (we learn at last, courtesy of 
Lelouch, ار‎ 1 mienican filma we 
more success: jan French ones), 
America (where there are a 
buyers than connoisseurs") and 
Pascal's wager" (the French 
philosopher Blaise Pascal postulated 
that one had nothing to lose by wa- 
gering that God exists — which is 
wlıat Blanc does with a vengeance), 
The trouble is that early on inı the 
proceedings Lelouclı allows the film 
to become uncontrollably wordy. 
We have to endure several long 
scenes of banal crosscut dialogue, 
almost as though the camera lad 
becaıne queasy and needed a rest. 
Or perhaps Lelouch’s idea was 
that you can't go on endlessly eating 
tripe û la mode de Caen and chips — 
all the characters’ favourite dish — 


the course of duty, but because, like 
Blanc, he has serious stomach 
problenıs. 

It, transpires that the policeman 
has cancer and there is nothing 
wrong with Blanc, but they both 
think it's the other way round, Why? 
Because a beautiful gastroentero- 
logist {Alessordra Martines} wants 
to get her revenge on Blanc, who 
treated her shabbily in the past: the 
naughty girl switches the results of 
the two nıen’s meclical tests, 

This nıay all sound very compli 
cated, but it's not — at least not ac- 
cording to Lelouch, wlıo proclainıs 
that seeing is believing, and who 
goes on to argue that the only thing 
which canı save people is religious 
faith arıd hat "prayer is the best of 
medicines", 

Hommes, Fenımes: Mode d'Em- 
eî bristles 0 ihe platitudes and 
ruisms we have come to ct of 
Lelouch. They refer to iE oF less 


his business — in overdrive, 

Famous for his virtuoso camera. 
work (he is his own cameraman), 
Lelouch accordingly ducks and 
swoops around his characters. Most 
af them have not yet met each 
ather, but they are bound, one feels, 
to make each other's acquaintance 
before long. 

Here is pretty Iola {played bı 
Salonıé, Letouch's daughter) barely 
13 and already determinetl to stan 
at nothing lo find the young foot- 
baller she nıet in a irain corridor on 
Lheir way back fronı winter sports. lt 
takes sonıe time [or them to get to- 
keller again — two hours tı be pre 
cise, ur the length uf the movie, 
which revolves a'oung their story. 

Here tun, from time 10 tinıe, is a 
black-clad "widow" (Anouk Aimée), 
who is in fact û confidence trickster, 


{Fabrice Luchini) wants to nail her, 
The policenıan meets Blanc, nat in 


A failed actur lurned policeman | 


Success will never silence the critics 


director has been doing the talki 
on his behalf, aiid alNe 0 
which is new for Lelouch, who in 
the past has tended to handle his 
differences of opinion with critics 
more delicately — he has been talk- 
ing like Tapie. 

It is nothing new for Lelouch — 
or e ت‎ film-makers — to 
react to hostile reviews ointi 
to healthy box office وا‎ BUF ly 

on to his new Tapie-like viru- 
ence of tone, the old argumenl 
trotted out by Lelouch re 
larly interesting because they 
resemble Tapie's own defence strat- 


egy when people first began to level 
accusations at him. 


TAPE would say: “What right 
have you to criticise me, since 
people love me? Why don't you lot 
ston bugging ne and conıe and see 
how Tm mobbed when I visit street 
markets in Marseille.” Lelouch 
says: "What right have you to criti 
cise my film, since ifs a box office 
success? Why dor't you lot stop erit- 
Icising me and come and see how 
E cinemas are?" 

That is what is known as 
ulism, and it is an argument usell by 
all .demagogues, be they politicians 
or directors. It is tantamount to a flat 
refusal to be judged by broader ethi- 
cal criteria, which go by the name of 
art or film criticism when a painting 


amything from rave reviews ta de- 
molition jobs, from Tapie's virtuous 
announcement that he was stepping 


down as a member of parliament to 
torrents of invective, 

Characteristic of the whole affair 
has been the curious mixture of 
genres caused by the coming to- 
gether of two people who are stars 
in very different worlds, but whose 
similarities are now evident. 

Tapie is a political star, while 
Lelouch is a star director — he is 
the anly French film-maker whose 
name is familiar to 75 per cent of the 
population. Tapie has taken political 
showmanship to dangerous ex- 
tremes, while Lelouch has pursued 
his career as a showman in a per- 
fectly “normal” way. 

Hence the temptation to see 
Tapie's new acting career as a logi- 
cal and, in the end, moral last leg of 
his itinerary: Bernard Thpie, come- 
diante tragediante, should never 
hıave entered politics, In a sense, he 
fountl his Lrue vocation when he be- 
me Thespian. 

we are expected to than 
Lelouch for having given him 1 
chance, But thal completely over. 
looks the social repercussions of a 
film that is being promoted aş aq 
piece of lıarırıfess entertainment. 

Since “his” movie has been re- 
leased, the hitherto ubiquitous 
Taple has mostly kept silent, His 


C LAUDE LELOUCH'S Hommes, 
~ Femmes: Mode d'Emploi, 
which has so far done very well at 
the box office, has provoked consid. 


erable controversy, This has had the 

effect of pointing ııp some interest 

ing parallels between the world of 
the cinema and the patitical arena, 
writes Jean-Michel Frodon, 

At the Venice Film Festival last 
month, the leading French pro 
ducer Marin Karmitz described 
Hommes, Femmes; Mode d'Emploi 
as a “disgrace” and accused its 
director of "irresponstbility", Le- 
ouch, currently touring the French 
Provinces to promote his film, 
retorted that if that were the case he 
would go and make his films else 
where, and threatened to ask 
Karmilz sone embarrassing ques- 

tons. 

Tapie's top billing in the film was 
bound to ruffle feathers. Its selec- 
lion to represent France, in competi 
fun, at Venice could only make 
matters worse, And the fact thal the 
official French delegation threw a 
party at the magnificent Palazzo 
Pisani Moreıta, attended by the 
French and Italian culture minis 
1ers, oun..the same evening thal 
Honımes, Femmes: Mode {Emploi 

was shown, only acldecl fuel to the 
` lames, + 3 
. But then anything.will help sell a 
movie as long as il is talked about — 
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IFS CHALLENGES. 

This prastiglous fallnwshin was fnunrleul in honour af the Vary Reverend Alan 
Richardson, K.B E., [ O. (1505 - 1973]. formerly Dean of York. Professor of 
Christlan Theology Ln iha Untvprsity nf Notılngham and Canori of Durham 
Cathedral. ft will be awarded for onan lerm in the acadamlc year 1007-98. 


Applications ara invited from established acholsrs. Closing dale: i October 1488. 


Additlonal formation fromı: Tho Secrelary, Board uf Shudles, Department of 
Theology. Unlversity of Durham, Abbey Ficuse, Palace Green, Durham DH1 3RS 
lax +44 91 174 47441. 


MEDICAL COORDINATOR 
(SARAJEVO, BOSNIA) 


Oversee and advıse IRC Bosnia-Hercegavina health programs 
which includa: physical and occupatlonal rehabilitatlon, sarvıces 
provlded by specısllsts; medical relerral, ın-sarvıce tralnıng for 
rnedical professionals; supervise 11 staff; plan public heallh 
interventlons; prapare monthly and quartarly reporls tor IAC and 
donors; monltor program budget; recrult stall; evaluate IRC 
amargency response capacity: monitor staff's health. 
Requıraments: MD and/or MPH; at least 5 years' work. expenance 
ımplementing health programs In emergency and/or relief settrıg; 
sxperlence working with internalional NGOs and ın proposal 
writing: strong organlzalıonal, supervisory and administrative skills. 
Pasitlon is for 12 months. 
Contac Susan Riehl, Inlemational Rescue Commlllee, 
122 Easl 42nd Street, New York, NY 10168. 
Tel: OO 1 212 551 3082, Fax: O0 1 212 551 3180. 
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MBA Career 


MBA cecruiters 
SUBSCRIBE NOW AND OBTAIN FREE INFORMATION ON SCHOOLS 
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3 Nonhwestem Ronlerdarm Open gam O Oth the MEA Career Guide 
1 O Purdue OTSM Û Paisley Australnslan* certainly the best." 

Û Rey S Deuslo Southampton AQ GMAT Landon Business Schenl 
۶ Bulletin 


Û Current Edition (Spring '97): £9.95 73 Annual (Spring 
Add £5.00 per elon paxipack. Viana 
(f3 00 per edıion n Europa). 
Sand checkîbank drafticradlit card for 

UKE... - payable ıe: 
The MBA Career Guide 
46 Delancey Street, 
London NWI 7RY 

United Kingdom 2 
Fax: +44 (0) 171 267 194| Tel Flo . Fahl . . 


FREE INFORMATION AVAILABLE ONLY TO MBA GUIDE SUBSCRIBERS 


MBA - MASTER IN 
BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION 


Cambridge, England 


This one year full ime MBA programme is intensive, interdisciplinary and 
International in focus. It is designed for those that aspire to senior management 
positions, 
A part-time (blocked) Executive MBA is also offered. 


For furtber detalls, please contact Pam Parke, Anglia Bustness School, 
Department of Management Development, East Road, 
Cambridge, England CB! 1P7. 
Tel: + (44) 1223 363271 ext 2228 Fax: + (44) 1223 365033. 
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Sklllshare Africa works with the 1 

communitles of Southern Africa to develop 1 

transfer skills and strengthen local Institutlona. 

Currently we work In Botswana, Lesotho, 

E and ب‎ We are planning 
nd our work In ti 

l€ reglon as part of out‏ ا ا 


TRAINING OFFICER 


In order to Improve our capabilities In tra 

skills, we are now seeking a Tralning i E 
with the people we recrult to work In Southem 
Africa. Experience In the deslgn, development 
and Implementation of personal development 
programmes and of counselling techniques js 
0 Eh o و‎ be based In the UK 

er office, there wil] be 
to Southern Africa. PIE Worieng elt 


Salary scale: £1 5,583 to £17,890 pa. 


For further detalls please contact Ann-Marle M 
Skllishare Africa, 3 Belvolr Street, Lectin 
LEI 6SL, UK. Tel: +44 116 254 [862 or Fax: 
ا‎ 1 e 2 2614 (both 24 hours). Emall: 
-uk@ geo2.poptel.org.uk. 
for appllcatlons: 7 October 1990 ene 2 
Skilllshare Africa is 
working towards 
belng an equal 
opportunltles 
employer. 
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REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT 
MANAGEMENT ADVISER 


£21,605 pa + beneflts Mbabane, Swaziland 


The Southern Africa Reglonal Office (SAFRO) Is based In Mbabane, Swaziland 
and provides acdvics and supporl to our country programmes in Mozambique, Angola, 
Malawi, Zmbabwe, Swaziland, Lesotho and South Africa. In each country, our work 
ranges from education, social welfare and policy, food security, systems developrnent, 
hasith, water, speclal needs, post-war reconsiruction, and oiher projects involving 
systems management and community development, In addition, SCF intends to 
davalop lts competence in HIV/AIDS, gender and development, monitoring and 
evaluallon and human resources management. 


Working with the SAFRO tearn to carry out the functions of the regional office, 
yol will ba rasponsibte for advising and supporting fleld offices across the reglon in 
programme planning, assisting with project design, proposals and analysis, 
monitoring and evaluation, contributing to advocacy work and networking within SCF 
and othar national and International development agencles, Other key tasks Include 
assisting field offices wih affective financial and other management systems and 
hurnan resources development. 

You will help to lake a aad in astablishing monltoring and evaluation as an Integral 
part of the project cycle, particularly In the flelds of child focused development, 
gender development and development pollcy and practice. Your contribution will be to 
help SCF get the maximum benefit from our people and our projects, through tha 
promotion of Insiltutional learning across all our programmes In the region, and 
communicating activity In the field beck to SCF In the UK. 

You wil need to be a self-motivated team warker, although comfortable with 
working lndependent'y 88 you Will be working and travelling extensively lhroughout the 
reglon alone, You.will nead to have leadership sldlls, management experiance, 
considerable analytics! and conceptual abillty and a provan background in research 
and the documentatlon of Informailon and learning. The rola demands anı unusual 
biend of skills, as you wil also need a thorough backgound in management systems 
and approaches and evaluaikon end monltoring. Experience of one of tha SAFRO 
countries woukl be advantageous, as would a working xknowfedge of Portuguese. 

2 post is offered on a 25 month contract and has accompanled status. You 
can also expect a generous benefits package, including acı 
I اا‎ ga, g acconmodation, flights and 

For furiher detalls and an applicatlon form please write to: Mı 

. : Mary Austen, 
Overseas Personnel Administrator - Africa, SCF, 17 Grove 
or lax 0171 793 7610. ا ا‎ 
Closing date: Ath October 1998. 


SCF alms lo be an equal opportunltles employer, 


Save the Children 


W Working for a better world for children 


Abbreviations: P - Professor; AP - Assoclala Professûr; ASP - Assistant Professor, SL - Senior 


Lecturer, t - - : SAF- 
2 F- Felfovs: SRF- Senior Research Fallow; RF = Ressarch Fellow, POF - 


For lurihar delalfs of ay of iha ahova slatt Yaoanolss pli 

Snolnimanis Deparlmant, ACU, 35 Gordon Square, Landan: WON BEF UK 
n Hol. +44 171 813 3024 [24 hour answerphane]; lax 444 171 813 3035; 
ا‎ appla@acu.ao.uk), qualing referenea number of post(s). Detalls will be 
8 1 Th eas را‎ A sample copy of the publloatlan Appalnlmenis 
2 alversitlas, including subseripllon detalts, ls available from 


Pronıoting educational eo-oparation throughout the Commonwealth 


Empire in 1833. Wilberforce died 
that year. Clarkson was a worn-oul 
73-year-old. 

Even before he died in 1846, 
Wilberforce'’s influential suns — an 
archdeacon and a bishop — began 
besmirching Clarksun's name. Keeıı 
to stress their father's role, they ob- 
jected to a chart Clarksûn hacl lefi 
showing how antirslavery supporl 
had spread. They acuusecl hin of 
trying to steal sole creclit. They dlis- 
missed him as “a shabby oil roman: 
tic" because of his Jinks with 
Wordsworth antl Colerirlgge. 

Privately they apologised lw 
Clarkson ior this. But ıhey left their 
charges on recurtl in their biog 
phy oftheir father, 

The Dicuaonary Of Natial Biag- 
raphy, publisher in L1RB&, says: "IL ix 
almost iapossille lo overrale Hc e1- 
feut of Clarks uncedsiu PONS" 
verance in lhe Ciuse. 

“Before he enlered vı Ihe crush 
slave holding was causilerul — Ux- 
cepl by a chosen few — is Ad NCU’ 
sary part of suvitl econutny, lt was 
largely due 10 Clarksulîs exertionn 
that long before lis death U hiul 
come tu be regardled iw it crim,” 

Bud this failel te ostiblish his 
name in British nıernory, Lhuuygh I’ 
has always been honoured in Africa 
ancl the Caribbean and by Amcricalı 
negroes. 

Sebastian Wilbertorcv, a dlescen- 
dant of the MË, says: “l im very 
pleased indeed thal he is geting 
recognition. Î wonder why il hasn'l 
happenecl befurw." 


fuırmed, every arable hill 
ploughed, and my sisler has 
haitlcs every dny with the cam’ 
nune, dominated by' furmers, 


which wants to pull out tees mid ' 


ditch rivers. The farmers rupre- 
sent the first generation to have 
escaped peasant life and have no 
love for the land they have had ic 
battle for centuries, Tt is ironic to 
think that De Gaulle's dream of 
preserving the French country- 
side, otherwise known as the 
Common Narket, should now 
have caused the very changes he 
was so afraid of. 

There are still young people as 
well as old but few of hem work 
on farma. Thirty years ago, the 
villagea started to empty as farm 
work was mechanised anıd in- 
dustrialised. Fifteen years ago, 
newcomers started buying up 
the ancient houaes and the vil- 
lages were revitalised. 

But where are those who were 
forced to leave? On the city out- 
akirta. They, along with the Arabs, 
are known a3 the zonards: dera- 
cinated folk whose horizon 19 the 
supermarket and the social ser- 
vice centres where more and 
more burerucrats batile with the 

ever-worsening consequences of 
too much, too fast, 

The bubble of progress has 
burat in France: people are 
going through what the Britlah 
began to experlence İn the 
acyventies, but with addled lnyers 
of raclal and soclal hatreds. The 
sense of slege, of change, la 

palpable in the citles. But in La 
Cassaigne, Madame all dangles 
her basket down on a string fronı 
her firatffoor window, to take 
delivery of goods from ıe baker 
antl gracer; and her 02-year-old 

. eyes are bright an ahc calla out to 
us for a glass of coffee, just ike 
in the old days, when the café 
was full every Friday night. 


Letter from France Sophie Masson 


De Gaulle's dream turns dark 


she’s long past tut-tutting about 


Thomas Clarkson: dedicated 
campaigner PHOTO MARY EVARIS 


Newton, aulhur of the hynm Amaz- 
ing Girace. By coincidence, the 
prime minisler, William Pill, wlio 
was an abolitionisl, was then urging 
Wilberfurce lo take up he issue, 
Wilberforce, a young, eloquent MP 
in search uf a cause, was hesitant; 
but Clarksan's essay helped tip thie 
balance. 

The two men campaigned antic 
bly and intensively all their lives. 
Slavery was abolished in the British 


“FE VERY Friday night there 
waa a dunce here. Ah yca, E 
used to love dancing, aitd drug 
along my husband and my 
mother. She made the pastrics, 
and we used to puslı away the 
chairs, I tell you, it waa quite 
something.” 

We live in the former village 
café and people atill sait outside 
in the sun and taik about how it 
used to be. On slow warm days 
it'a mostly the old people who 
are here: Madame over the way 
whose memories atretch back to 
before the first world war, and 
another who sweeps at the air 
with her hands and asks 
whether there are farms “where 
we come from", 

Once, there were 300 small 
farmers around La Cassalgne: 
the village supported several 
shops, two or three rival cafés, 
and there were those famous 
dances every Friday. Now, there 
are three big farms, no ahops 
and no cafés. But there is the 

odd dance or tyo, put on by the 
commune to earn some money, 
and tn the afternoon the atreet 
fill kc an aviary as the chil- 
dren come home from school in 
the nearby town and their par- 
ents suddenly appear from deep 
inside their houses. . 
Last Saturday night, techno 
music blasted down the old 
streets, The shultera of the vil 
lagers stayed closed but ald . 
Madame said! “Ah, it's only la 
Jeunasee making a bitola . , 
racket,” Shëê may prefer “Te bal A 
papa” with the sound of accor- 
diong and the jokêa of people: 
who kııow each other well, but 


ta jeunesse, 

În the fields, popples and 
daisles fight a losing battle with 
efficiently growıı wheat and oata, 
every square millimetre is 


have to trade in human beings. Yat 
can tratle in artefacis.” 

Once, searching for 4 sailor he 
knew had evidence against the 
trade, he boarded every slip in 
Deptford, Woolwich, Chatham, 
Sheerness ancl Portsmouth. He 
fuund his witness on the 57th slip 
he boarded and the man testifierl. 
He cullected testinumy fron a lulal 
af 20,0% sailors on slave slips. 

“To his contemporaries, he was 


the (lriving force behind lc car 
|iign," says Anti-Slavery Inlerni- 
likonal. Coleridge callal bim “a 


ıurial scam engine”, 

Clarkson's fafher was a vicar atl 
hendınaster uf Wisbech grammar 
xcloul in Cambridgeshire. TI 
who gol a firsl in maths il Cant 
bridge, inlended Lu follow his faller. 
The turning point ol his life cae i 
1785 when he enlered a universily 
Lain essity prize conpetiliunı, 

The sel topic was "ls it rill lu 
ceuslave men aguinsl ilir will?” 
Clarkson won bul lhe lurrurs he 
found in his resvareh gave hi 
sleepless nights. Shorlly ifler- 
wards, while riding to London, he 
had iı transforming experience. Il 
was lis roacl to Danıascus, except 
thal il took him iı a secular diret- 
tion, into a lifelong comunilment Lo 
wurk againsl enslavemenl. 

Through publishing his essay he 
met Wilberforces atlviser Jul 


O, provided they have a shower 
and can clo handslands. — Û A 
Hawkins, Utrecht, Netherlands 


Any answers? 


HAT was the original cock- 
and-bull story? — Ane 
Mackenzie. Arbroath 


S IT possible to gather manna, 

the food which, according to 
the Old Testament, saved the 
Children of Israel from starva- 
tion in the wilderness? — B B 
Sykes, Thames Ditton, Surrey 


HY are there 21 guns in a 
salute? — Richard Hartley, 
Plymouth 


Answers should be e-mnalled to 
weekiy@guardlan.co.uk, faxed 0o 
0171/44171-242-0885, or posted 
to The Guardian Weekiy, 75 Farring- 
don Road, London EC1M 3HOQ. 
Readers with access to the Internet 
can respond to Notes & Queries via 
http://go2.guardian.co.uk/ng/ 


countless kelp fly larvae. These pro- 
vide in their milllons a major food 


source for birds. When the rolling 
piles are disturbed by high tides tle 
maggols are released to float in the. 
surî, where they are eagerly picked 
at by squadrons of ‘elegant kelp 
gulls bobbing just beyond the curl 


of the breakers. 

On land the sticky, stinking mess 
is probed by starlings and dabbled 
by black ducks seeking the same 
morsels. Two other birds In earlier 
times are thought to have largely 
subsisted on this unllkely food sup- 
ply. One was a parakeel, the other a 
smal} ral. Both were made extincl 
late last century by the voracious 
descendants of ships’ cats, whlch 
are still here today playing havoc 
with the smaller nesting seabirds. 


Freedom for a captive of history 


Slavery International — which 
Clarkson helped found — he had 
never heard of him. 

The Abbey ceremony on Septem- 


ber 26 will finally mark the healing 
of an ancient rift between the two 
families. "Terrible things" said by 
Wilberforce's sons were blamecl for 
consigning Clarkson's memory to 
the shaclows after his deatlı. 
Wilberforce'a descendant, the re- 
tired law lord Lord Wilberforce, 
aged #9, is acting ax a palron for the 
service, alongkide a mentber of lhe 
family. Richarel Clarkson, aged £0. 
Thomas Clarksun has heen called 
Brilain's first singleissue car 
paigucr,. He was lhe agitator, re- 
searcher antl propagaudisl whe 
roamed Brilain unearlhing the facts 
which appalled public and Parlia- 
ment inlo banning the slavery trade. 
Al a time when much ol lıis class 
was gaining from Ihe prulils of slav- 
ery, Clarkson investigaled and ¢x- 
posedl the mortalily rates un slave 
vessels: 45 per cenl “unmtler 
favourable circuınslances", 80 per 
cent “in many other cases". 
He travelled with lwo exhibits in 
a chest to show the public. One was 
a print of a deck cross-seclion which 
illustrated overcrowding on slave 
ships. The other was a display of 
African workmanship. To people 
who queslioned the economics of 
abolitionism, he said: “You don't 


Leagues); any mounlainecring Cx- 
pedilion (if mountaineering is a 
sport); Wimbledon (tnıay be 
counted as a single even for tle 
champion). — Gareth Yardley, 
Edinburgh 


AA told that North American 

native lacrosse matches used 1o 
span a pitch several miles square 
and continue over the summer. 
Tley were often violent contests 
substituting, at times, for warfare. 
Maybe modern wars are the longesl 
sport? — James Strapp, Mortlake, 
London 


RE Britons hygienically any 
worse off than their Euro- 
pean neighbours as a result of 


. the absence of a bidet in the 


bathroom? 


HE inability to wash socke and 

selected items of underwear in 
such a contraption could certainly 
be seen as a lack of cleanliness; plus, 
the absence of a champagne cooler 
in the bathroom is sheer negligence! 
~~ Doug Proctor, New Caledonia 


A Country Diary 


over the surface of ihe cold, rest- 
less water, 

Bulkkelp is found in the lower 
parts of the rocky shore, where 
ench plant iş fixed by its basal slruc- 
ture, descriptively called a holdfast. 
The plants sometimes prove 
stronger than the rock, which may 
break away during high sens. Piles 
of weed left ashore after storms İn- 
clude plants slill attached to cobbles 
or boulders, some of which are loo 
heavy to lift. The dead weed has an 
importance of its own, A3 it gradu- 
ally rots in the wet climate to a fou 
smelling slime, paddled by penguin 
feet and cornpressed and fertilised 
by passing seals, it is colonised by 


Notes & Queries Joseph Harker 


thong-like straps which are slippery . 


Thomas Clarkson, the 
forgotten hero of the 
anti-slavery movement, 
is finally being honoured, 
writes John Ezard - 


HOMAS CLARKSON found 
the cause which set his life on 
fire wlıen he was 25, When 

he won victory in Parliament 48 

years later, 800,000 slaves were im- 

mediately (reed across the British 

Empire and millions of athers 

gained liberty soon afler. 

Wordsworth wrote a sonnel to 
lıim, Coleridge callecl him "the giant 
with one idea" and Hazlitt said he 
was incontparable. Yet Clarksuri 
hecame one of British hislory's 
great forgotten reformers. 

This wrong will finally be rigltecl 
— in the 15th aniversary year of 
his deal — when he gains a place 
in Westminster Abbey later this 
ınonth. A memorial placıue honour- 
ing this “friend to slaves” will be un- 
veiled close to the grave of William 
Wilberforce, the fellow-campaigner 
who is mainly credited with ending 
the 19th century trade in humans, 

Wilberforce was buried there 163 
years ago by public subscription 
amid worldwide acclaim. Clarkson's 
name was so eclipsed that lwo years 
ago, when Mark Covey joined Anti- 


HAT IS the most com- 
monly believed untruth? 


ITHER “There is a God" or 
"There is not a God". — Robert 
Evans, Great Sutton, Cheshire 


HERE are three: “Your cheque 

is in the post”; "Of course I love 
you. darling": and "I'm the man 
from the ministry and I am here to 
help you". — Terry Philpot, Oxted, 
Surrey 


HAT beliefs can be divided into 
truths and untruths. — Kevin 
Tweedy, London 


S THERE any single aporting 
contest longer than the five- 
day cricket Test match? 


HE Paris-Dakar rally; the Whit- 

bread Round the World Yacht 
Race; the Tour de France (Tour of 
Spain, Tour of Italy); Trans Australia 
Ultrathon (a running race across 
Australia); the dog-sled race across 
Alaska; any season-long Champi- 
onship (Grand Prix, Football 


Jeremy Smith 


ACQUAFRIE ISLAND, south- 

ern Pacific Ocean: The 
biggest land plant on this chill, 
windswept oceanlc outpost is the 
tussock grass, for we have no trees 
or shrubs. However, the biggest 
plant of all is a seaweed, a glant of 
its kind growing to a length of more 
thar 10 metres, It also occurs in 
southern New Zealand where its 
flat chocolate-coloured fronds are 
said to have been used by the 
Maoris to make waterbags. The 
fronds terminate in several long, 


and buoyant, and slide sensuousiy 
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In the black and the red 


Mark Cocker 


ECENTLY our garden has 
been clivided into two zones: 


the bottom half we know as 
ihe "red", while the section nearer 
the house is {he “black", The 
cnlours also carry [or us subtle 
moral overtones, the red being the 
less atiractive part, wlıile the black 
is the more pleasant, and whenever 
we sit oultloors we naturally favour 
this area. 

However, my daily routine this 
summer lıas included at least one 
visit to the rerl zone, so I can inspect 
the creatures that have made it 
largely thelr own, They're red ants 
Irom the family Myrmica and we 
first noticed them during garden 
picnics, when oıtr daughters would 
give a sudclen, sharp cry and then 
break into inexplicable [loocls of 
tears. 

Myrmica ants have powerful jaws 
and are able to «leliver a painful nip. 
in tact, up lo 45 per cent of an ant's 
weight can be acid and by flexing 
the abdomen they squirt the poison 
for ward as they bite their victim. 
Fortunately, recl ants form only 
small colonies of a few huncired 
workers, mere pinpricks in compari. 
son with the mauncttbuilling wood 
ants of the fanıily Formica. 

This species can create a 
veritable metropolis housing up to 
100,000 workers, and the hillock of 
plant debris canı be several metres 
in circumference. It is on these 
nesls that one can best study how 
lhe cid also acis as a power ful slim 
ulant upon nther ınembers of the 
colony. f nne disturbs a sınall] area 

of ants on the mound it is reriark- 
able how quickly their irritation 
spreadls, converting the whole thing 
into a writhing mass ûf angry, bewilk 
dered inserts. The acid also has a 
strong smell and this explains an 
all country name stil] used in paris 
nf Norfolk for an ant, pishamere, 
which commemorates the urinous 
nuality of the odour. 

Given the aggressive nature of 
red ants it is not surprising that 
their principal form of prey is other 


Quick crossword no. 332 


Bridge Zia Mahmood 
۴ ن‎ ٍ O YOU know what a back- 463 
4 ن‎ EEA: ward finease is? It occurs in YAQ852 
7 ا‎ a position such as this: ¢ AQ 104 
0 A5 
5 eêKJ9 
410843 4Q76 42 
4A52 ¥973 
South, who has to make th ۵ 
: as to mal ree & 
tricka from this spade suit, has u ones2 
ed e the bidding that 
st has the queen. Instead of West leads thı spades, 
taking the normal finease, East wina with اج‎ ke re- 
South takes a backward finesse | turns the suit, You ruff and lead 
by first leading the jack from the queen of clubs, West playa 
dummy, East must cover with low, and you play... 
the queen, whereupon South Remember, “if they don’t 
wins with the ace aud leads cover, they don’t have it”, You go 
towards dummy’s K9 for a up with the ace of clubs, and the 
finesse of the nine. king falls from East! You're nat 
This is the verslon of the back- Î out of the woods yet, though — 
ward finesse that you'll find in East is bound to have both red- 
the texthooks, but a true back- auit kings for his bidding and 
ward finesse ought to irvolve final double, so you must avoid 
leading away from, rather than the loss of two heart tricks, 
towards, a tenace such as the Normal finesses will not help 
ace and queen. Look at this deal | you, Do you have another plan? 
from a recent tournament in You could run all the clubs, 
Marni, This is your hand at reducing to YAQ and ¢AQ in 
E love all: dummy. If East comes down to 
ION: ANN HOBDAY ¥Kx ¢Kx, you can play the ace 
e E Ihe DEK da e oc- Black ants are quite literally SSE i A تا م‎ 
of our garden | participants in a pastoralist society, ldding DE, nd i 
a victim to the Myrmica. One of | Keeping the aphids a A hin ٣ e ا‎ i 1 i E 
E bre. 0 | this a clusters they con- Mone led ا پا‎ her 
1 antsinex- | atantly stroke the herd wi j 1 
a dragging a black qucen, | antennae lo stinıulate the 0 i SS ا 2 ا‎ E 0 
ch was about five times bigger | tion of the milk, which they then 0 ا ا ا‎ E 
t la each of them, down the en- | transport back to the nest, For us 241) 2 Dble(2) ا‎ a 0 0 
trance to their nest. the only cirawback with the regime | No 2¢(3) 3¢ ر ھ4‎ e 
0 ا‎ is the positive effect the ants have Î ? : n 8 ا ا‎ 
DNTRAST' with these ma- | on the aplıids' own breeding suc- NOS 
rauding predators, 0 black | cess, since this entire insect eco- | (1) A conventional opening a ithout 
mer 0 e ( اا‎ noımy is underpinned by our slowly showing a weak two bid in ei- iil 1 ad O i 
ار 0 ا‎ a 2 0 nnishing roses. ther major. (2) Showing spade n i iY ee 
€ 1 . Th er, we are not unduly | su 1 i 
ر ا ر‎ ood 0 2 اا‎ e either the 8 ا‎ nk a E la i 
1 r even the red societies shari in 
o a 1 rose bushes, Î our garden, especially n 0 e DRE [tip 0 E 
E اا‎ 1 O of | compare their impact with that of You don't have much idea who | hı ar, uff: ا‎ iY 1 
ا‎ 0 € plant's sugar- ants elsewhere in the world. Take, | can make what, but you feel that card 0 | ا‎ 
e 2 ا‎ 0 sweet | for instance, the solitary species ¦ an eight-card suit deservea a the SAAN 2 a 
ا ا‎ 0 e from South America known as the | mention, so you contest with five | turn into dı E 5 
i a 0 this ا‎ ueinticuatro — a name that refers | clubs, West and North both also allow 0 0 
e E aî re 0 ا ا‎ E 0 i pass, but East doubles. You fear j ofthe tricks, “Duel BAO“ 
birds, and also regularly clean them. | 2cm monster. 0 ا 8 ا پا‎ e a ج‎ 0 
1 Ss were 
CheSS Leonard Barden 
ONATHAN PARKER, the 20 | Ba6 25 Rd8+ Rxd8 26 
ل‎ yearold Cambridge student, | Bf8+ mates, 25 Bb2 E 
edged nearer grandmaster strength Î Nd5 27 Qxb7 Resigns. 


=. NODOOQON © 


Rogers v Korchnoi, Biel 1986. Too | 
many plausible moves can confuse | . 
the strongest. Korchnoi as Black had Î 
to choose between (a) 1... Qd4'2 |’: 
Qd8+ Ke5 (b) 1... Qd4 2 Qû8+ Kc '.'; 
(©) 1... Qel and (0 1... d1Q. Two 


` of these’ draw, one wins, the other 


loses, Korchnoi selected the loser. , 
Can you decide which alternatives |: 
match the stated outcomes? 


No 2438: 1... Qh1+ 2 Kg4 İi 
h5+ 3 K4 Qi1+ 4 Ke Qf5+ 5 | ! 


`Kd6 If 5 Kd4 c2 6 Qc5 Qed+ 7 Kc3 


c1Q+ Qe6+. 6 Ke7 If6 Kc5 Qxe3+ 7 | ! 
Rd4 c2 Qé7+ 7 Kb6 Qxa7+ 8 |i 
Kx? c2 wins. 7 ا‎ 


The team of former champions 
won 27%422% against the world's 
best wonıen players in the Foxtrot 
tournament at the London Hilton. 
Vassily Smyslov, aged 75, is the best 
veteran yet and scored well, but he 
was upstaged in this game. Ketevan 
Arakhamia from Georgia and Scot 
land's Jonathan Grant met, over the 
board and romantically, at a tourng- 
ment. Now qualified for UK teams, 
Ketevan became one of a handful of 

„. women to achieve a grandmaster 
norm at men's level. 


Arakhamia-Grant v Smyalov 


<4 e5 2'Nf3 Nc 3 Bo4 NI6 
d5 5 exd5 Naš 6 Bb5+ c6 


سر ي صر 
5 
٤‏ 
on‏ 
ع 
0 
8 
3 


when he finished runner-up at last 
month's British Championship and 
beat the No1 seed in the final round. 


J Parkerv M Sadler 


1 d4 Nf6 2 c4 g6 3 Nce3 d5 
4 NI3 Bg7 Š e3 0-0 6 cxd5 Nxd5 
7 Bc4 Nxc3 8 bxc3 c5 9 0-0 Qe7 
10 Qe2 Bg4 11 Ba3 Nd7 12 
Racl Qa5 13 Bb2 Nbê 14 Bb3 
cxd4 This was the final round, with a 
possible share in the title at stake, so 
the opening is naturally cautious. 
Here 14... c4 15 BxC4 Nxc4 16 Qxc4 
Be6 17 Qe2 Qxa2 18 c4 Ric8 gives 
Black a passed pawn and the biehop 
pair, but 15 BdI! (planning e4) Bxf3 
16 QxI3! Qxa? 17 Qe2 followed by e4 
and f starts a dangerous attack. 

15 cxd4 Rfc8 16 Qd2 Qb5? 
The lurning point: Simply Qxd2 17 
Nxd2 Bd7 keeps an edge for Black, 
who has a 2-1 Q-side pawn majority. | 

17 Ba3! Bf6 18 Ne! Ã pawn 
sacrifice opens up White's bishop 
pair. Bxe5 19 dxe5 Qxe5 20 
Qb4 Be2 21 Rfel Rxcl 22 
Rxc1 e6 23 Qe?! Bd3 24 Rd1- 
Qa5 The dark squares round 


Black's king are a fatal weakneşs. If 


17 Stratch over — 


Acrass 


5 Engiish navigator 
and axplorer (7,4) 

7 Bankruptcy (4) 

8 Mixture — 
not simple (8) 

9 Report {7) 

11 Spirited (5) 

13 Monk's dwelling 
place (5) 

14 Guard (7) 

16 Agreeahle (8) 

17 Line of 
Junction (4) 

18 Unlon 
representative 
4,7) 


Down 


1 Driva — turn 
rourid quickly (4) 
2 Sectlon of 
iheatre seats {7) 
3 Foe (5) 
4 Seltler {8) 
3 Rung before 
services (6,5) 
6 Name of 
ihree English 
monarchs (4,7) 
10 Switchboard 
worker (8) 


12 Pig's loot (7) 
15 Untrue (5) 


bridge {4) 


ARTS 27 


our allenlion on the screen. Fur lle 
moment, enuuglı is enough. 

You could call John Grisham's A 
‘Time to Kilt a ınuodern variant of To 
Kill A Mockingbircl. But vouı'd have 
to be perverse to do so, since this 
grossly overlong story of a white 
lawyer defending a black nian 
againsl a charge of muruler in Mis- 
sissippi homes in on sotme pretly re- 
actionary sentiments, 

We are asked lo identify witlı 
Samuel lL Jackson's fond father, 
whose 10yearald (laughler has 
been raperl by lwo redneck drunks 
and left for deal. Fle shoals duwn 
nut only the perpetrators but also 
the iınocenl depuy leacling them 
tDruugh the counly courthuuse. 
Thal we cle telerıtify is down te in exK- 
ıremely watchable performance 
frum Jukson, by some way the best 
thing in lhe fil. 

The fm compoukis is juslifi 
able revenge molif wilh » ludicrous 
scene where Ihe badly injured 
deputy states in court he bears nu 
HrUdgES ane would have lone the 
sme. The implicauliens al this 
hardly bear Uunking ibeuil, even 
though Jackson îs given it su 
abuut the trealmeut uf black An 
cans by the law 10 make lis acts 

understandable. Whal Holly wirsl 
ihinks it is duing espousing tt 
doubtful cause of revenge wll pri 
tending tu be eı the sile uf the ali: 
gels is al besl cogfuseel nul al wird 
pauulerink. 

herwise, ihe film works. possi- 
bly better than any olur Grishanr 
inspired nuvi, evm if Juel 
Schumacher isn't goorl enough lo 
ımnke it more than lighly profes- 
sional. We have all the familiar cir- 
cumstances — tlhe rape, the 
murder, lhe cown-athecl but ideal- 
istic lawyer {Malthew Mr 
Conaughey) assisted by Sarulra 
Bullock's even more liberal law stu- 
dent and encouraged by Danald 
Sutherlancl's veteran drunk. Mc- 
Conaughey has both presence and 
acling ability, though the latter is 
hardly highlighted by domestic 
scenes that run from small to Dig 
clichê. Bullock has little of conse- 
quence to do, but does it perkily. 

The film keeps on dropping its 
most interesting facets, but its main 
implausibilities are cleverly glossed 
over and audience sympathies en- 
gaged with a skill you have to admire. 


that all builders' labourers wear 
wamen's ghts in cold weather. You 
may find this a handy hint for humil- 
iating them.) 

Meanwhile, the natives are cut- 
ting up rough and chucking bricks 
through Dennis's window ("Go back 
to where you came from, you mur- 
dering Pommie bastard") A woman 
in a fun-fur coat screams: “H's the 
migrants! They should be kept out 
of the country. It's always them 
who’s doing the killing and raping.” - 
. Dennis exits in. marked manner 
and a Fair Isle sweater. As he is 
drowning . his: sorrows, even the 
town drunk draws the line at Den- 
pls, "Buggered if 'm going to drink 
with scum like that. Get your back- 
Bide'out of herê, Poni" Dennis, by 
now a wrung-out rag, throws hime 
self sobbing into the arms of that 
good egg, Meg. 

It is always disturbing to discover 
how deeply you are disliked. You 
had ralher assumed you were qul- 
elly popular. The thing to do Is keep 
your cool. Migrant? Who aré you 
calling A migranl, you mongrel? 
Sland alill wiıile 1 punch your head 
in. Something like that. 


fused. fluery, not (iuite clussy 
enough Harriet, longirıg first for Mir 
Elton and then Mir Knightley bul, in 
the encl, happily couplet to sone- 
one else, gives ils a very salisfac- 
tory porirall, andl if Juliel Slevensun 
outshines them boll in the easier 
parl of the ghastly wuman who be- 
comes Mrs Ellon, that ix par for the 
course. She is a most remarkable 
acıress, able to suggcsl in her 
minute examination of the cake 
Emma gives her wilh lea practically 
everything about her character. 

The men go through their paces 
well cuough. Jeremy Northam is a 
forthright Mir Knightley, giving 
Emma whıal for when she carelessly 
wounds Sophie: Thompsons apin- 
slerish Miss Bates, wlıile still sug- 
gesling thal she is the apple of his 
eye. Alan Cummings Mr Elon 
pluinly shows tht he fleserves what 
he has gul in Mrs I, 

For a mumem Û teng Ewan 
McGregor is Frank Cliarchill, cme 
ing upon Emma stuck in the river’ 
with her horse and trip, was guint 
1o harden up th: proceeding with an 
injection of iron. But fl comes 1u 
nothing, its cloes his part in the end. 

Whal one misses is a sense thal 
this liny wurlcl i ely reflects 
the kırgger one oul: U seems lou 
Rlowingly selCsalisfiecl. Despie is 
considerable submieliary virlucs, il 
nıtkes one hope hal here will ber it 

Bulle lime befre other Austen nov- 
rls seh as Mansfell Park or 
Nurthanger Abbey are broughl t0 


Gwyn eth Paltrow a8 mma 


The only completely candid peo- 
ple in the world are the very young 
and the very old. In case they say 
too much, they are denied the 
power of speech. Here.was unspeak- 
able loss. Something here about lost 
love... alost child .. . a lost home. 
Sometimes, between welling tears 
and troublesome teeth, the story 
was as indecipherable as an old 
gravestone. . 

“1 pray you,” said Falstaff, “do not 
make me remember mine end." 

Prisoner: Celil Block H {TY), 
which pops up unpredictably İn dif 
ferent television regions, at differ- 
ent stages of the story, is an 
Australian soap about thundering 
big women in boller suita. 

Dennis, bless him, sticks out a 


bit. For one thing hie is English. For 


another he .has.a face 40 innocent 
you could eat your breakfast off iL 


Curly hair tops it off like parsley. 


You are charmingly renıinded of 
Larry the Lanıb. .ı:. ' ت‎ 
Dennis has been. arrasted for 
rape and murder because a pair of 
tights was found in lis car, Frankly, 


lhis suggesls to me another. sce-. 


nario entirely. (A builder . told. me 


A rose-tinted spectacle 


CINEMA 
Derek Malcolm 


ff HES not flar,” Mr 
Knightley tells Emma, 
when she complains 
thal the marriage of Harriet lias 
robbed her of ıer friend. "Almost 
lıalf a mile," complains her father in 
coniplete sympatlıy. Things that go 
on in the sınall town of Highbury in- 
deed appear to be “of greater inter 
esl than the muveıment of armles", 

But in illustrating the small . 
microcosm of the work Jane Austen 
inhabiled with such extraorclinary 
precision and perceplion, there is 
no need tu make it as cosy and pic- 
ture-pustcard as Douglas McGrath 
does in Emma. The wlhıole thing 
gives off a pungent smell of anli 
matassars, [atally weakening, even 
wilh ils insislent underscore uf 
music, lhe harelenosed sense of real 
ily Austen also possessurl. 

This is, of curse, le way lo 
mike a beritige movie. Bud it is nul 
ihe way Ang ee wen wilh Sense 
And Sensibilly and il is why Mic- 
trrath's efforl, able in uther direc- 
tons ids il is, is comfortably 
oulshone by Ang luc's. 

This is such a genteel, perfvctly 
¢lecoridel world thal you are alnrost 
surprised when anyone shuws sucli 
a vulgar ling as eımutiun. 

low on carlh, one is furced itl 
tines to think, are his lul going 10 
prucrrale ciildren after le cire 
fully engineered welding banııs are 
reatl? Would they even be able lo 
untlress in [ronl uf each utlıer? Tea- 
cosy Auslen encourages people to 
believe that this was not a great 
writer but one totally, if perfectly, 
stuck in the only milieu she knew. 

Fortunately, McGrath has the 
benefit of a good to excellent cast 
and generally orchestrates the cen- 
ıral love stories well. Like Knightley, 
he follows with some amusement 
Emma's bewildering excursions 
into other people's hearts and, when 
it finally comes to her own being 
touched, accomplishes what could 
have been a mawkish scene well. 

Gwyneth Paltrow is a formidable 
Emma, who manages to suggest 
that much of her polite scheming is 
a mask for her own lack of experi 
ence and potential emptiness. 

Toni Collette too, as the corr 


When there's no place like home 


There was a touch of Father Jack 
about Stan Harrison, who tended to 
burst into long-forgotten song. “I 


. | was a black sheep, Shepherd of the 
.| hills, I heard you calling!" He had 


been a gunner in the war. A blast of 
gunfire was followed immediately 
by Stan shouting “What?” A medal 
was pinned on his uniform by a gern- 
eral, then his. dressing gown .was 
being buttoned up by a girl.. ا‎ 
“Tm not.a woman-hater, Fm not 
prejudiced, But, at tle same, time, 
I've no time for 'em.”" It was not al 
ways so. “Plenly of beer... pints... 
plenty of music ... plenly of women. 
But now the times are altered. Quiet 
round ’ere, İsn'tit? Quiet." . . . 
| Reg Burgess said: “Everywhere I 


-Î go, Ldon't know why it ls, sir, 'ard 


luck's followed me and Fve thought 
İots of times like breaking down.”, 
That “sir” „came: naturally, He had. 


been İn service with the Longforda: 


all his life, “Lord Longford. always 
sald, ‘If ever we missed a man, ‘we 
missed you Reg. Thats what he ale. 


ways used to gay tome,” .. -  , 


story İn everyone İf you are patient. . 


GUARDIAN WEEKLY 
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Adam Cooper (left) as the Swan and Scott Ambler as the Prince 
perform a duet in Swan Lake PHOTOGRAPH’ HENRIETTA BUTLER 


Ballet steps into West End 


might prove over-ambitious, What 
1s indisputable la the aharp rise 


HE firat classical ballet to 
run in a commerclal West 


End theatre for 75 yeara — as its | in audiences recently. 
promoters clairn — launched ita “There İa a growing interest in 
premiere in London last week in- İ ballet and dance,” said the com- 
tent on demonstrating the grow- | pany’s producer and manager, 
ing nopularlty of dance, writes | Catherine Doré, “People used to 
Owen Bowcoatt. think it was posh, but it’s not. 
But while the newly-choreo- We want to be populist. We have 
graphed production of Swan kept Tchalkovsky’s musical 
Lake by Ãdventures in Motlon acore and re-choreographed it. 
Pictures at the Piccadilly theatre “All the steps are different and 
— using male dancera in the the swans are played by men not 
lead rales — was widely praised, | women. It may sound odd, but 
some critica warned sotto boce swans are huge powerful crea- 


tures, not fluffy ducks.” 


that its initial eight-week run 


:| . Win. Roberts walked carefully 
down the stairs. She said; “J don't 
know why I came here. It just hap- 
pened. I had a son. He.died.” 
' “What was his name?” 
"I can't remember. Now ian't that 
stupld? Sorry. There's been no one 
to touch my memory for a long time. 
Î was left on my own. I hadn't any- 


TELEVISION 
Nancy Banks-Smith 


ff HAT are you here for, if { 

might ask?” said Win 
Roberts. “We're making a film about 
life in this home. But you say there 
iê no life in this home,” said Paul 


Watson. . where else to go.” . . 

The Home (Cutting Edge, Chan- “What happened?” 
nel 4) was ironically titled. The mag- | ` “Nothing, Just sitting. : 
nolia . paint was clean and bright. “Who's your best friend here? 
The glossy-haired girls cheerful and “Thaven’tany." . 2 
kind. “Is there anything you want us “Who comes to see you?’ 
to pray for especially today?" asked “Nobody” . . 
the young priest, “No, just pray. I. “Who was your husband? 
die,” sald lsic March. You could “Nobody, really.". . . 
count seven sİlent beats before a "What was his nane? 
suitable prayer suggeslcd itself. “Ican't remember. 


` Her husband, she said, did a lot of 
television work. He was a TY repair 
man but for a, moment. a premoni- 
tory. hand must have.closed on Paul 
Watson's heart. He, too, has done a 
lot. of TV work, ,mogt memorably 
The Family, He believes there ia a 


“Many of us are going under. No 
sae businessman.would do it,” said: 
the owner, “It's getting very, very. 
close to the borderline now, A lot of 

my peers are actually going under,” . 
His residents could have said the 

same.. They were so old it. didn't - 
matter if they ate beef, ا‎ 


GUARDIAN WEEKLY 
September 22 1986 


Pulp gives music award to War Child charity | Half-cheer 


Niok Varley wan, Jarvis Cocker, accepted who hel i 5 
. lped in the production of 3 
HE outsiders, Pulp, last e prize ال‎ o Nr CL | i gam which was recorded 0F 6 2 
eek won he 225,000 UK he muse industry's charity, | within 0 hated new hall 
ercury which recorded an album of War Child hı 
presented the money to the various artists last 1 2 
year. It was £1.8 mill 1 
HESE charity aiding also one of the nominees. ا د‎ including a CLASSICAL MUSIC 
RE : Cocker aaid: “I hope I speak | £400,000 donation to the buila- | Andrew Clements 
2 E اا‎ 38 r everybody in the band when [ ing of a music centre in Mostar, 
ا‎ i چ‎ 0 2 we are very pleased to have Mîr Eno gave detalls of the IGHT years after the ci 
ur aA 2 اچ‎ But in actual fact various schemes which have E cil gave the ا م‎ 
bra o E lad our award already benefited when the album than four since buildin 
e DD ا‎ 0 lot of people nomination was read out at the began, Manchester i 1 
o a ER پام‎ € album, awards ceremony at the concert hall, and the Hallé O, i 
وا‎ 9 i should like to do is | Grosvenor House Hotel in tra at last las a purpose-built Hl 3 
Simon Frith, chairman of he | 2 award hete: the London. The Bridgewater Hall will e 
1 2 e ا‎ c Award. The After Pulp’s gesture he sald: opened officially by the Queen i 
ا‎ prie ta Pails ile i el two records: War | “That was completely out of the December, but the Hallé's in ۳ 
Ct Vt ا ا ا‎ 0 ofwar. The blue and really nice of them. It concert of English Tbk, og 
dient in lhe fveyear history TONY Cr 0 E 0 help the achemes running in Î ducted by its music director Kent 
nia, 1 
ا اا‎ es) project, went onto the Eariller, Oasis songwriter Noel e e a 
Booker Prize. “We found it ver aid: “1 accept Pulp's award and Gallagher said he thought his the audience and fireworks and 
difficult to Judge eee Bul els Be could band deserved to win the prize light show afterwards. a 
Different Clase nnd Nora He waa joined ky 0 Bia but added that he thought others First impressions of the building 


might and said: “I hope whocver 
does win it donates it all to 
charity.” 


Watersotı’s Norma Waterson.” 


are striking, especially when illuni- 
To loud applause, Pulp's front 


nated at night, with the glass prow 
of the main entrance obliquely 
aligned to the road alongside. The 
2,400-seater' hall is plain, coımfort- 
able and sensibly decorated in light 
woacls, with no trace of the garish 
colour seheme of Birminglıam's 
Symphony Hall. 

. Acoustically, comparisons with 
Birmingham are inevitable, and on 
first encounter lhe Bridgewater Hall 
does not possess that superb 
auditorium's welcoming warıntl of 
tone andl control of detail, 

The sound can be fine{uned, and 

nu cloub1 will be over the coming 
Stasoıl, but at present froin 1 seat il 
1he circle it seems to present ã 
perplexing bundle of paracloxes. 
The reverberation seems generous. 
yet the sound seems to lack body 
and presence, 
„ Some of the climaxes, especially 
in the final pages of Walton's 
Belshazzar's Feast that ended the 
programme, were poorly defined. 
but it does treat solo volces very 
kindly — Thomas Allen's crisply 
dramatic singing in Belshazzar 
came across as immediately 4s 
anyone could wish. 

There were moments in this con- 
cert that suggested the orchestra 
was finding its feet; Elgar's Enigma 
Variations was peculiarly uninvolv- 
ing, though Nagano's very mea- 
sured tempi did not help that, and 
the Walton was sometimes choppy 
and brittle. 

New music is taking a pronıinent 
place in the opening celebrations. 
The Hallé has commissioned rio 
fewer than three pieces for its first 
pair of concerts, all from composers 
closely associated with Nagano and 
the orchestra. 7 

On separate occasions last week 
it gave the premieres of works bY 
Thomas Adès and John Adams, 
while the opening night programme 
began with George Benjamin's 
Sometime Voices, a setting for bari 
tone (William Dazeley), chorus and 
orchestra of part of Caliban's “Be 
not afeard" speech from The 
Tentpest, : ا‎ 
j It was a strangely disappointing 

respûnsét to such a Comnıission, 
predominantly quiet and restrainetl. 
with the solo voice stretching out on 
long, reflective Jines while the 
thorus supplies mainly’ wordless 
accompaniments and the oi'chestra 
decorates them with Benjamin's (YP 
ically refined, evanêscent textures. 

The scoring ‘contain a mandolin 
‘and a biijo to conjüte Callbûn!s 
ی‎ E |‘ “twangling' instrume! ‘But’ the 

SS effect is qot af all nd‏ ا 
Live, an'lrteverent Welsh send-up ûf‏ 


ploncer of amblent musle and 
former member of Roxy Music, 


Live: both a spirited, irreverent, 
erotic send-up of classic Ibsen 
themes and motifs (such as love ver- 
sus dıtty and the preoccupation with 
pistols) and an affirmation of 
ibsen's revolutionary status. 

Ibsen's polymorphous diversity 
was also proved by Terry Hands's 
production of The Prelenders thal 
highlighted the works Shake- 
spearean quality. This study of 
power battles in 13th century Nor- 
way, with the single-mincled Haakon 
winning out over the selfloubting 
Skule, was thrillingly staged in a 
world of circumambienl darkness 
illumined by glowing braziers and 
individual spotlights. 

If was a richly stimulating festival 
and one that underlined the un- 
canny parallels between Ibsen and 
Shakespeare. Both are simultane- 
ously local and universal figures. 
Both have spawned their own global 
industry and literature. Both are 
also at the heart of a continuing de- 
bate about reinterpretation. The key 
difference İs that we know infinitely 
more about Ibsen's life and dramatic 
methods, And, as this festival 
showed, it is a measure of his great- 
ness that he car be constantly 
redefined. Ibsen taught us that we 
have to free ourselves from the 
tyranny of dead conventions and the 
ghosts of the past: the lesson has 
clearly not been lost on his current 
interpreters. 


that omits Judge Brack's famous 
last line ("People (lout do such 
things”). And I can see ratlonal ob- 
jections lo the concept: wouldn't a 
20th century Hedda have oplions 
other than suicide, such as simply 
packing her bags and leaving? Even 
so, I found Winge's protluction con- 
1 alive, 
similar rarlicalisnı pervacl 
National Theatre's ar Ls 
production of The Wild Duck 
directed by the Swecle Ragnar Lyth, 
Photography provides the key 
metaphor for the play: it begins witlı 
a piercing flashlight, uses photo- 
graphic Images to evoke old Werle's 
opening party, shows Hedvig devel. 
oping pictures of the wild duck in 
her father’s portable darkroom and 
Hjalmar Ekdal forcing his wife to 
confront the truth under powerful 
are lights. It is a highly conceptual 
production but the central metaphor 
— of photographic images as de- 
pendent on light but developed in 
darkness, llke selfknowledge — iş 
Uy sustained, 
orwegians, you feel, wors 
Ibsen; yet need to escape [rom 2 
oppressive Ibsen tradition. You 
could see that in the Way a youngish 
audience roared its approval of the 
Welsh Volcano Theatre's How To 


capable of being performed in any 
nunıber of ways. The mosl radical 
example I saw was a new Herlcla 
Gabler staged by Stein Winge, Nor- 
way 5 leading dlirector, 1 expectecl a 
variation on a familiar theme: a por- 
rait of a whaleboned woman stifled 
by a hopeless nıarriage and de- 
stroyed by her vain desire to seek 
power over another human being. I 
couldn't have been more wrong. 

Winge updates the play to the 
1920s. His Hedda, 29-yearold iren 
Reppen, best known as a cabaret 
artist, is a wild, sexy, headstrong 
creature who is clearly as much 
trapped by her inheritance as by her 
marriage: at one point, lying on a 
vast circular red table in a peignoir, 
she suggestively points her pistol] 
straight between the lips of General 
Gabler’s portrait. She is also a bu- 
limic who stuffs herself with sponge 
cake in order to throw up and, at the 
end, instead of playing a frenzied 
melody on the piano, she dances 
madly on the tabletop. 

Winge's production has been 


dlaasic Ibsen 


fiercely attacked, not least for its 
use of an early draft of the play: one 
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Front man .. . Jarvis Cocker 
gives a victory salute 


Shakespeare of the North 


Norwegians glory in taking risks with Ibsen's plays, 
as Michael Billington discovers in Oslo 


Osla. Not literally. But, attend- 
ing the cily's fifih International 

Ibsen Festival, ! found 1 lad never 

been so sharply aware of a dead 

tlrantatist's haunting presence, 

Every morning, in the Grand 

Café, 1 would stare in fascination at 

the table where Ibsen habltualty sat 

and which is laid out as if in expecta. 
tion he might lurn up. And I visited 
the sonıbre aparlment — row a mu- 

seum — wlıere he spent the last 11 

years of his life and wrote John 

Gabriel Borkman and When We 

Dead Awaken. 

Ibsen is everywhere in Oslo! not 
least on the four stages of the Na 
tonal Theatre where, during the fes- 
tival, productions from China, 
Russia, Israel, the Czech Republic 
and Wales alternate with native 
work. But [bsen's domination of Nor- 
wegian drama and his world stature 
raise thelr own problems — even 
more acute than those we face with 
Shakespeare. Should his work be 
treated with respectful reverence or 
be open to endless reinterpretatlon? 
Do you treat him a3 a “classic” or do 
you cut, rewrite, adapt and update? 

„ Ellen Horn, director of the Na- 
tional Theatre in Oslo, told me that 
altitudes vary wildly from country to 
country, while the Norwegians seem 
to be divided on the issue, “Gerntany 
and Italy do the nıost experimental 
prartuctions, Britain and the United 
States the most traditional. Norway 
is somewhere in the nidtlle but our 
gual is lo find new ways." Indeed, 
ا‎ 1 in 2 posi was called 

1e lbsen Tradition — istic 
Straitjncket? i EÊ 
My own view ls thal. as A general 
rule, living wrilers should be trealeıl 
with absolute respect: a play's fate, 
after rll, linges on its first perfor 
mante. Hut a cliıxsie achieves what 
Jonnthin Miller calls an "afterlife" in 
which it Îs open ta xsucetssive.re 
mterprvtation. Proof of a classic's 
vitally lies in its sıxcuptibility lo 
new staging ane ability to yleld 
unexpected meanings, As Peter Sel- 
lars says: “A classic is a house we're 
stil living in.” 
What f discoverer! in Uslu is thal 
Ibsen still blazingly lives, that he is 


[oe just met Henrik Ibsen in 


سے ا 
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the American Indians as lille more 
than a “lıeathen rabble", so it is left 
to his young companion, (ronse- 
quill, to befriend them ancl learn 
theîr language. Temptation, how- 
ever, is never far away in Eden, and 
there seems lo be a slrang danger 
thal Milton himself — guilty, as one 
characler suggests, of the sin of 
pride — will fall from grace. When 
he goes on an excursion among lhe 
nalive Anmıericans, the hıre af 
earthly delighls presents itself in 
the form uf a dislilled nalive spiril 
and a young Indian girl. Will Milton 
succumb, we wourler, antl can iis 
paradise xur vive if he dovs? 

Tle forlueus plol of Mian In 
1 s4 iU ips between varius 
ıu pevuls in me, is 
consideraille achievement in ilsulf, 
but the real cleverness uf Ackruyel's 
wriliukg can be ıutasurvel in Leruns tl 
Srucîure and ttchniqu,. lLuek 
Closely enough, anl yuu biconu 
tit e nov is iı AC cume 
posed alg broeully Milonic lis. 
the disrupled chrumolukgy is lur 
rowel frnn Piradise Lost Geven Ihe 
Wor im He n btwn Ie gund 
ane ev gus is oir), and li 
tex bS ued wih epUuunMions ; 
rot Millom’ 


Din. 
Wo ok bis sei U vais 

Ye Ihe bk ıs much oe hat 
toni ine i lion ul | 
EST 
lens worl. me | 


innocent Greens, who plan to spend | by Peter Ackroyd 
tlıeir retirement enjoying the land. | SiInclai-Stevenson 277pp £15.89 


HAT would have happened if 
tlıe republican poet John Mil- 
ton had fled England in 1660, follow- 
ing Ihe Restoration of King Charles 
IL, and emigrated to Anıerica? This 
iş the question tlıat Peter Ackroycl 
poses in his intriguing new novel, as 
ıe imagines the blind author arriv- 
ing in the apparently Edenlc setting 
of New England. Would Milton have 
succeecled in building a brave new 
world? Or was America, ike Burupe 
before it, precleslinecl lo be a place 
of foulness, envy, lyrauny, corrulr 
tion utd Original Si the Surl of 
plate, in short, described in Mil- 
tatîs epic poem, Paradise onl? 
Ackroyd uflen asks "Whal if. . ?", 
notably in lis novel ubınıt the forpuer 
CUhalterlon al in his biography uf 
Iickeus. The springbuard fur Ue 
uw vel lırns oul to be his Tecenl 
biography of Blake. Like Millon 
linself, Blake was a puîtival relia 
who looked back fondly ln thi’ 
tering spi of Cruwell's Cann- 
ınuwealll. l1 sı proclucecdl illus 
lCMons lor Il i Milon™ jututn. 
amd publist weil yı ophe liv 
wutiled “Aion trantGrininyt 
1 of the Lynn Heru. 
iM lo babi al omc 
ur 


I is 
hi 
1:1 
ij af biuogriuyolt UUFLLYY, i 
ıı is iı this spirit hil his tke 
new Jerusalem shoull be re:ul. 


Is» place o he Sun 


which Ile 
best ol his lilrrary 


shelf 
liınlasjes. 


of knowing". Ou the othr sile, lie 
menury ul ù deslrudlive, obsessive 
rekılionsltip loons. ۱ 

Beyond this personal dram lies a 
fascination with the enorınily uf 
space. Edward's work involves Lhe 
study of black holes ancl collapsed 
stars. The comparisons between Lhe 
cosmic and personal worlds are 
handled gracefully. Edward's meın- 
ory has “collapsed" and when it 
rushes back on him, its impact is 
“like the mass of a dead star”. 

But this painful recollection is de- 
seribed in terms which give the 
reader lhe opportunity to recall an 
earlier episode (a diving expedi- 
tion): "The outrigger stanmıered to 
a halt, and we çast anchor. Beneath 
us, through the lurquoise water, we 
could see the curve of the coral wall 
echoing the coast and almost as 
clear. We looked down a hundred 
feet as if at our hands." Such pas- 
sages reveal Thubron's greatest lit- 
erary gift. However stark lıis 
portrayal of grief and loss, he never 
quite allows it to eclipse Lhe hendy 
brilllancc of momenary exhilara- 
tion. This, after all, is what the ment- 
ory Iries lo retain — while lle resl 
we would more willingly forgo. 


All SUSJEOTS CONSIDERED 
Fieton.-Non-Ficton, Blotıraphy, 
Faltgroıs, Paulry, Cruldrons’, 
AUTHORS WORLD-WIDE INVITED 
Wirt GF SOM yur manuscript to 
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Invited by (ee Puritin brethruaı ler 
berume luler e their new colony, 
Milton draws up a list of lerrilying 


This side of knowing 


Brldget Frost 


Distance 
by Colın Thubron 
Heinemann 216pp £15.99 


ISTANCE. (rom he Lalin di- 

stare — to stand apart — İs a 
word one might well associate wilh 
Colin Thubron. As a travel writer, 
he has confessed to a sense of sepa- 
rateness. In his novels, 1oo, themes 
of isolation and alienation recur. 
First there was Pashley, lost anıld 
the other residents of a mental asy- 
lum in A Cruel Madness, then tlıere 
was the doctor at a loss for a cure in 
the strange landscape of Turning 
Back The Sun. 

In Distance, the isolation is the 
result of amnesia. The story begins 
with Edward Sanders, a 28-year-old 
astroromer, looking down at his 
hend and realising a) that it is his, 
and b) that he has no recolleclion of 
how he got lere. In short, the last 
lwo years af lis life are suddenly a 
blank. Gulled by an uldress on an 
envelope in his pockel, he arrives at 
a house in Dorset lo discover Lhat il 
ia his hoıne and that he lives {here 
wilh a woman arlist calecl Naonıi. 
Anyone not familiar with the 
tlarkness ofl Thubron's writing 
ımight {hink that this scenario in sel 
up to allow an lrunicial reassessment 


scapes of Italian painting [rom the 
house in whıich they have sunk their 
savings, Blemish feels — thinking is 
something he only does in connec- 
tion with money —~ lhat it’s his right 
and somehow his obligation to rob 
the Americans with al] the powers of 
the local building trade al his dis- 
posal. The lıiigher purpose is to en- 
able his halfwitted wife, Milired, to 
establislı a fake-medieval restaurant 
in the district. Equally sombre, and 
with less room for comedy, is the 
dispıule between Fabio and lis 
ynung partier Arturn over ihe pus 
sussian of lhe house which the uldler 
man his lrustingly signecl sve, 

As often in Unsworth's wurk, liis- 
{ory is fell lo lean un ll present 
wilheul necessarily enlightening it. 
Yet while Unswurlh can make his- 
lury as present for us as iî clearly is 
for him, (he pessinuistic huimistn 
u li> iınaginalion [orbils lim li 
ufier morv than kcal resululiens tf 
confi. For all that they are 
skelches, his munierulus chilraclers 
lecomu jur: 0, 1 


ıl", ul Unsworth 

arê Û Sse tl tie 
vitin a he place his aleiiys it 
anmudated aml swallower uy. 
Natling will Jiankv. 

lli. sees lu be why the vel 
ests û nol deal ol weigll on the 
ambiguous Jigure wf lhe lawyer. 
Mancini, whum we see at Ihe cul ul 
the bık with the ex! sel of dupes. 
I Hure is a hinl that Unswurtl 
might be warning I bis cuınpniri- 
ul» Iron joining him in his alopterl 
lume, lhe rain Jurist is lo pru- 
vile {he novel with an imaginalive 
exit fmm the treadnuill of needs anl 
desîres and betrayal» it has estalb- 
iishel. Mancini gives olî sulphur 
ad enlighienment in equal Jmea- 
sure. Il would be wrong to say ht 
doesn" belong in this book, since he 
is really first on the scene, but the 
aulhor himself doesn't seem to have 
decided how seriously 1o take him. 


After Hannibal can be obtained at the 


man near-hermit maddened by the 
discovery of his father's member- 
ship of lhe SS; and a pair of relired 
art teachers from the US. Eagerly 
awaiting them are a local peasant 
family, the Checchettis; a bent Eng- 
lish building project manager, Blem- 
ish; and the lawyer Mancini, the 
novel's secular deus ex machina. 
Trouble begins with the maiııte- 
nance of a wall abutting a road along 
the valley. It looks ike farce when 
the Checchetti family begin to 
manufacture a row, but the dispute 
becomes a ritual acting out of an- 
cient antagonisms antl fears during 
which ihe Chapmans, cxposed lo 
the inscrulable simplicilies af a fulk- 
tale world, learn Ihe extent of their 
own mutual clistasle. The mosl slar- 
iling vileness, thouglı, is suppliecl hy 
Stan Blemish, the English “prujucl 


frey Hill offers a glimpse of a 
travelling party of rich nobles: 
"a cavalcade passing, night not far 
off; / the stricken faces damnable 
and serene", A similarly dark and 
sensual mood can be found in the 
Italy of Barry Unsworth's new novel. 
If the contemporary setting of After 
Hannibal — summer in rural Um- 
bria — seems less ferociously glam- 
orous than the Renaissance of Hill's 
poem, Unsworth invests his chosen 
valley with a convincingly ınalevo- 
leni stink of greed and cruelly. 

At the heal of Lake Trasimenso, 
site of the Roman military calaslro- 
phe in 217 BC aft Ihe hands of the 
invading Carthaginians under Han- 
nibal, thie valley has seen a stendly 
influx of newcomers of lale. ‘ITiey 


18 HIS poem “Florentines" Geof- 


5 discount prica of £13 by mail order 
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few styles of storytelling so enı- 
barrnselngly out of fashion a the 
gixtles and seventies interna- 

tlonal atyle, with ils cosmopoli’ 


by the: prolagonist of lis present 
situalion. But Tlıubrun's : businens 
here is nat irony, it is fenr. With lis 
customary clarly he draws a bleak, 
amnesiac wurkl in which a young 
man must face agnin oll gricîs anl 


tan şeltings, its geometrical 
structuring of characicr and 
event, But it wont afways be out 
of fashion, and when lt comes 
back İn again, Spark's experi 
ments will be recognised as 
principled and brave. 


linger “like a coward, just his side 


writer who knows as well as any- 
ane can that her work has most 
likely entered its last plınse. 
Within this context, the new 
book seems minor nnd rather 
awkward. In style and setting it . 
throws back not to Spark's post- 
war London bedsit hooks hut to 
the international-style experlr 
mentalism of her less popular 
seventies perlod. ls simply not 


ing, he hears that five members 
of his family have been made 
redundant İn the last week. 
“There comes a ime,” sug- 
#ests his horrible daughter 
Marigold, “wher one has to sce 
things aub specie aeternitatis, 
under the light of eternity. That 
is what my parents now have to 
do, Examine their utitity, thelr . 
serviceability, their accountabil- 


ity e 0 types of the same 
species of snails in adjacent 

of the Pyrenees than there 1 
entire human race: it's the kind | 
observation that hovers at the bar} 
of Kohn's masterly study of the wag 
racy 1 iemined "science" seemg' 
to be ing a comeback, 

its awfully tainted recent ات‎ 
This is an elegant, timely and dera 
tating critique of such positions, al) 
aware of the way racial judgments 
can slip into the most wellintended 
theses. He gives short but thought 
ful shrift to some of the more dy 
maying aspects of Afrocentrism 
{such as the attribution of mysfed i 
properties to the pigmenling agent, 
melanin). He is unafraid of looking 
hard at tough questions — such 5 
correlations between intelligence 
statistics and race — and succeeds! 
brilliantly, making us look again & 
the way we use and define suth 
terms. 


چ ج د 
Nicholas Ray: An Amerlcan ;‏ 
Journey, by Bernard :‏ 
Eisenschitz, trs Tom Milne‏ 
{Faber, £12.98)‏ 


HAT Ray should have such a 

feeling for the Auerktm 
myihos is unsurprising, given lis 
background, liis stuly witlı Frank 
Lloyd Wright, his erırly involveınen 
Wilh i socilisl trıvelling thea . 
lreupe, his ferocious speed habit 
iS tls uurprisiiyg that tlie onl 
biography of him should have been 
wTieD by si lilor uf Cahiers du 
Cini 4 igi 2ihe which — lo hit 
own fuiel hewillerment — re, 
#arelcel him +s ûn auteur of genius. 
Keatlable ancl inlelligenl, so it must ; 
be well translited. 1 


Virtually Normal: An Argument 
about Homosexuallty, by 
Andrew Sullivan {Plcador, £6.99) 


ULLIVAN, somellme editor of 

the New Republic, uses boh 
r:rsonal experience ancl 
thought to nuıke sense of contempe 
rary attitudes to hormosexuali, 
from liberationist to hard-lirie contr 
ihe resull is both moviıig and intel 
gent. Although British-born, his per 
speclive is American, so we have Û, 
E that "Hiberal", for م‎ pu 
poses of argument, is a dirty word 
and Sullivan, although grateful fof 
liberal tolerance, is a 
which is probably why he pleadş % 
strongly for legalised gay marriage. 


Rock Springs, by Richard Ford 


(Harvill Panther, £6.99) 


RANKLY, while the stories herê |. 

are unfaultable, there is, in thêl, 
precise, brusque tones, their êd |: 
yet delicate rêspect for the surfs | 
of ordinary American ' lives, ê 


sense that 95 per çent of modê] : 


American fiction is achually manus 


tured by a cookle façtory in Milwak | . 


kee. Still, if you like ‘this kind ûl, 


thing done well, look no further, e 
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world not dependent onı the Sun as a 
powerhouse, nor on green stuff for 
the raw material of growth. Scien- 
tists have been slaring at the discov- 
eries of the deep ocean, and once 
again been postulating extraterres- 
trial life, perhaps under the surface 
of Mars, or at the bottom of the 
warmt tleep ocean astronomers now 
think exists beneath the frozen sur- 
face of one of Jupiter's moons, lo. It's 
iin odd payoff just as we start lı run 
out of cod und halibul, we look into 
the walers which macle life on Eartlı 
pnssible and suddenly cletewt the 
shaclow of the shape ûf possible lift 
in anather part of the Universe. 


this idle, mannered clique that wis 
assumed to exerl suclr slraııgle- 
hold over early 20th century cılture 
has for tno long hidden ıhe unpre 
dictable bravery of Virginia Woolf's 
work, eveıi from her admirers, But 
by relying so much on Virginia's 
own responses and words and expe- 
riences, Lee gives us an artist wlio 
exceeds her time and her group. 

Woolf has suffered too long from 
a ladylike, eccentric image. Lee 
does not ignore her occasional 
snobbishness and desire to escape 
from politics. But she shows how 
this escape was, In itself, political, a 
statement that traditional politics 
had little to say to or for women. 

On the other hand, Lee does nal 
gather all her work up into a femi- 
nist statement, as, say, Phyllis Rose 
did when she wrote: “I view Woolf's 
feminism as the crux of her emo- 
tional as well as her intellectual life,” 
As Lee constantly reminds us, her 
great novels always confound such 
frames, Lee's most careful reading 
is of that most difficult and ‘subtle 
novel, To The Lighthouse. She igs 
right to point out that it is a work of 
art that seems İo move away from 
any frame you put on it: a book withi 
a feminist vein that also celebrates 
the Victorian family: a book abouit 
her relatione, in which Virginia ap- 
pears in every character; a book 
that is experimental and nostalgic; 
deathly and life-affirming. 

Lee reminds us so fiercely of 
Virginia's presence that it is a shock 
to turn the page and realise we are 
upon her death. Here, Lee's grasp of 
detail pays off strikingly; she picks 
her way througlı the tiny moments 
— the suicide’ notes, the inquest, 
friends" reaction — movingly, but 
without succumbing to any rhetoric ' 
or‘ mawWkishness: As the perfectly 
chosen epigraph'to the book puts it: - 
‘T meant to write about death, only 1 
life tame breaking İn as usual." 8 


1 a 
Plumbing the deptlıs . . . Life aa we barely know it on the ocean floor 


what is in the vast deep matters 
ımore than ever. It was once a per- 
ception that life was in the shallows, 
on the continental shelves, and that 
the great deep ocean was a desert, 
from undernourished surface to bar- 
ren abyssal plait. This is not how it 
looks now: tiny marine creatures 
traffic in oxygen antl carbon dioxikle 
to keep lhe world breathing, and 
their tiny corpses rain like snow lo 
the bolton to feed huge menagerits 
uf su far unilentificrl beasts, 

And deeper still, he picture gels 
mlder. Heat from volcanic vents in 
Ihe clarkest, coldest cleptlhs of the 
ocean proviles ihe dynamism for 


worked out why the Black Sea was 


the Bosphorus and found a saline 


salt rather than fresh (he probed 


countercurrent running from the 
Mediterranean eastwards). 

It took a bit longer to work out 
matters of salinlty, density and tenı- 
perature, but now we know why you 
get ice on top but the coldest water 
sinking to the bottom. it also raises 
interesting questions about why de- 
mersal [fishes don't get nunıb fins. 
Now genetic sclentists are trying to 
lift the "antifreeze gene” from Arc- 
tic founder and transfer it io a 
tomato to make it frostproof: pure 
rescarch pays iı the strangest ways. 
But the oceans pay not just their 
way but ozs? fhe ocean currents 
store ind distrtbute the heat of the 
sun in a manner that controls not 
just the dlay-todlay weather but the 
cliınate over millennia. Al 30°N, this 
transfer is something like the output 
of five million big power’ stations. 
Put it another" way: tle entire atmas- 
phere, Iron the draughts that 
irlckle under the door to the last 
wisps of lhe upper siralosphere, has 
ihe same lhermal capavily as the 
top 2.5 melres ul ocean. 

All this is dizzying stuff, but it 
helys explain why satellite ıneasure- 
menls, of ucean currents, uf surfnte 
teınperalures, of bulges anti hollows 
in what used to be called, laughingly, 
seit level, now matter su auch. But 


£24.50 paperback 


HIS 1S the book you didn't 
even know you needed. 
Sevenrtenths of the planet is 
covered by its subject. Everything 


on the planet that dissolves is dis- 
solved in it, in huge quantities. Peo- 


ple haye been sailing it since the 
first flint axe felled the first tree 
lrunk. The top metre or so of it 
evaporates’ every year, and rises to 
the heavens {o fall again as the rain 
that makes all life on land possible: 
even on dry land, we are ringer] 
daily by the sea. The great naviga- 
tors sailecl all of it kong ago, ancl still 
lhey knew almast nathing about il. 
Only in 1WN «lid explorers realise 
that Ihe world's biggest mountain 
ralıge was actually several kilomec- 
Ires below their ships: a mounlain 
rage thal rus for 70,000km and 
vtovers, sys Robert Ballard — the 
ınan who fount the sunken Titanic 
— SF per cenl of the Earllı's su 
face. Antl, he arlds, men walked on 
the Maon before they explored Ihe 
mid-ucvan ridges rift valley for the 
lirsl tıue, in manne sıbmersibles, 
Colin Sunmerhayes and Steve 
Thorpe, xase at the Suulthanplar 
ahauraphy Centre. have rle- 
del ils tie we all knew a bit 
inure, The new honk lis great Hluus- 
ins inl it (ies lo be realer- 
Iri-mlly bat it quickly gets into û lot 


Life comes breaking in as usual 


through the years in the ustral tnan- 
ner, but some chapters, with titles 
like “Leonard”, “Marriage”, “Read- 
ing”, “Bloomsbury” and “Ethel", 
concentrate on particular themes, 
so that Lee can gather up armfuls of 
material that would otherwise be 
too dispersed to pack much weight. 
Thus the book travels in two direc- 
tions — it does not just skate for- 
wards through the years, but also 
burrows down into Woolf's mind 
and experiences. 

My favourite chapter in this re- 
gard is “Katherine”, about Woolf's 
friendship with Katherine Mans- 
field. We are used to this friendship 
being treated in the usual biographi- 
cal way; a few pages when they 
meet, then a page or two later on to 
remind us that they see each other 
very occasionally, and then, chap- 
ters later, the news of Katherine's 
death, told to Virginia over breakfast. 


1 IS how Quentin Bell does 
il, as anyone would, and it 
leaves one oddly unsatisfied. What 
happened in between those meet- 
Ings, we want to know? Did Virginia 
think about her again? The friend- 
ship feels hugely important, and yet 
it pops up only two or three times in 
@ crowded life. In Lee's biography 
the balance is different: the friend- 
ship is weighted with precise detail, 
with stacks of little fragments that 
are made to eclıo and comment 
upon one another. 2 
Lee reveals Virginia to us ento- 
tionally, physically —~ as she gathers 
up scores of reactions to her pres. 
ence — and, above all, intellectually. 
Her respect for her work releases 
Virginia from the particular frames 
that have always boxed her in be- 
fore, especially that ‘of “Blooms: 
bury". Bloomsbury ; ; the idea of 


her unwieldy ınaterinl, ever if we 
are hardly aware of her presence. 
The person we are aware of, all the 
time, is Virginia Woolf. She is here, 
.ihis is her hook, she speaks to us 
constantly. One would have thought 
that no new biography of her was 
necessary, what with Quentin Bell's 
poised two-volume life, biographies 
by Lyndall Gordon, Phyllis Rose 
and athers, and her dlaries and let- 
ters already sitting on the shelves, 
But the path that Lee finds through 
the mass of material feels both 
familiar and strange. This is the 
Virginia Woolf for our generation, 
How does she differ from the 
Virginia Woolfs of previous genera- 
tions? She is an indisputably great 
writer and a powerful woman; and 
the biographer is there simply to re- 
veal those qualities, not to judge her 
or protect her. Perhaps the chapter 
on Woolf's mental illness is the 
most impressive one in the book. 
Gone are the judgments of 
Quentin Bell, “All that summer she 
was mad," or the pity of other writ 
ers, who linked her illness to her 
childhood sexual abuse, Lee gives 
us something more interesting. She 
Muminates the shilling, historically 
determined nature of people's reac- 
tions to her illness; she explores the 
possibility that it was exacerbated 
by her treatment. And then she 
carefully teases out what Virginia 
herself made of the illness, how she 
herself constructed it, how it sur- 
faced in her fiction, how she strug- 
gled against it, And so the illness is 
no longer just a sign of failure or 
damage, but an intrinsic — if tragic 
— part of her creativity. 
The treatment of thie mental ill 
ness is partly so impressivê because 
of the clever structure Lee imposes ` 
on the biography. It progresses 
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Virginia Waolt 
Ly Hermlona Lse 
Chatto 8920p C20 


Ta faslıion fur vast, intently de- 
tailed bivgraphies of well-known 
writers can often look selfinclul- 
gent, almost decadent. Does our ob- 
session with anecdotes and trivia 
ımufle the most imporlant cor 
frontation of all, the confrontation of 
the writer and tlıe reader? 

But Hermione Lee's biography of 
Virginia Woolf is extraordinary. Its 
lucid, sensitive style reveals Woolf 
rather than muffling her, and leaves - 
Your appetite whetted, your senses 
sharpened. And yet it is vast and 
solid with detail, so that dipping into 
the notes makes you reel back; what 
a burden of evidence, what a mass 
of paper. 

No letter from Virginia or any of 
her friends has escaped Lee's eyes, 
no diary page has gone unexam- 
ined, no essay unscoured, no ac- 
count book untouched. But it is all 
made {o answer to one light rhythm. 

remains entirely in control of 
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Football results 


FA CARLING PREMIERSHIP; Arenal 4. 
Shalfoki Wad 1: Chelsea I, Alon Villa 1, 
Coventry 2, Leads 1; Derby Cuurity 1, 
Sunderland O, Evarton 1, Miktasbrgugh 2, 
Lešcastor O. Lm pool 3: Mancirrsfar Ud 1, 
Rottilngham Foresl 1, Newcasta 2, B'ackburn 1; 
Souihnampion O, Totlenham 1, Wesl Ham Û, 
Wiîmb!odon 2. Leading posaltlans: 1, 
Liverpool played €, poinls 14}, 2, Manchesler 
Und (6-121: 3, Chalsaa (0-12). 


NATIONWIDE LEAGUE: Firat Division: 
Bamslay 1, OPA. 3; Birmlngharn 3, Stoke 1: 
Bolton 2, Portsmoı ıl O; Chariton 1, Reatlng Û. 
Crystal Pal 3. Manchester Cty 1; Normch O, 
Souilhend O. Ûxford 2. Bradford O; Poıt Vale 1. 
Grimsby 1: Shefhald Ua 1, luswich 3; Saimin 
2, Tranmero 1; West Brom û, Woks 1. 
Lending posftions: 1, Bolin (7-16f 2, 
Barrisley {6-15}, 3, Wolverhampton (7۰14) 


Seaond Divislona Brentford t, Blckpool 1; 
Brisicl A Û, Watford 1; Bumlay 2, Wycombe 1: 
Crea 3, Wrexham 1; Luton O, Chasterhield 1: 
Notls County 1. Mrlhvall 2; Potarborouıgh 2, 
York 2, Praaları O, BSourremiaulhn 1; Rolherhamn 
2, Brislol Chy 2; Shrewsbury I, Bury 1; 
Stockponl 3, Ptnrıoulh 1; Wals™ 1, Gıllngham 
O. Leading positlons: 1. Bronllard {7-127}, 2, 
Valor (7-15 3, Choslerfiald (7- 15} 


Third Divlslon: Cz'chrsler 1, Hull 1; 
Daulıngtuı 1, Herglutd O, Ex Pngltonl 1, 


1, 1. Fuat 
+ 1 Leading posl 
e, Whpun 11. A. 


BELL'S SCOTTISH LEAGUE: Premlor 
4 


ule, 0-1 4 ارا‎ 


First Dlvlsion: 
1. 3F J au 
Park I, 


Parnevik victorious as 


overheats 


ple crossed over to get the best 
view, All this had a deleteriaus ef- 
fect on the short-fused Scot. 

As he walkecl down the L1tlı fair- 
way he went towards the ropes, 
wlıere his wife Eimear was walking. 
‘They chatted, Montgomerie sprcad- 
ing lıis lands outwards in tle famil- 
iar geslure that says, What can I 
do?" The answer’ turned out to be 
not much, 

Roth men had hit massive drives 
and Parnevik then hit a wedge lo 
two feet. Monlgomerie followed to 
five [cet bul hit a tentative putt that 
(lil not touch the hole. When 
Parnevik holecl, Ihe Scol was be 
hind for the rst tine since the end 
ofthe third round. 

Things gol worse al the Lh, 
where Parnevik [aslencel a lovely 
fuled + 
the gree 
ing for lhe x 
a pull thal ran through e grue tn 
the left. He hac te hole from seven 
fevt for a bogey Lo fall twa behis. 

The tournament derided itl 
ihe Lh. Parnevik dewan the 
nidlle, Monlgomerir in Ihe right 
rugh and, perlıips sensing the kill, 


Golf Trophée Lancêrne 


Montgomerie 


David Davles 
at St Nom la Bretêche 


T 10 minutes past noon on Sun- 

day Colin Montgomerie 
launched his final round of the 
‘Trophée Lancême with five succes- 
sive birdies. That frenetic start took 
him from eight under to 13 under 
and gave him a two-shot leatl over a 
bewildered Jesper Parnevik. 

Just over four hours later, how- 
ever, the situation was virtually re- 
versed. Parnevik finished with a 
threc-undler 67 for a 12-under total 
of 268. A slunnecl and shallcred 
Monlgomerie cawe in with a 71 lo 
finish five adrifl. The Scol had suf- 
ferecdl a severstroke turn-around in 
13 lıoles and, iısleacl uf winning the 
£108,330 that went i0 Parnevik, had 
to selle for £72,210. 

Montguı 4 hala uf 32 
tree unfler, and 39, [our over, 
much of lhe lale bul {here were cun- 
tributing, extranenus remons fur 
lis downlall. Mosl people experi- 
ence road rage Hl sume pul il 
thur working week; willl Munt- 
gomerie il is fairway fury. French 
galleries cnn be infuriating and, 
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Athletics Great North Run 


Final table 


PW L DH 
Surrey 9) 17 12 4 0 
Nottinghamshite (11} 17 12 4 û 1m 
Yorkshire (12) 1711 B8 û ou 
Warwickshire 2} 17 10 & 0 1 qy 
Somersat (14) 17 10 6 014 
Norlhanis (13) 1710 6 O14 
Midalasex (17) 17 9 7 û i 
Worcesterehirs 7 8 6 03g 
Lancashire (4) 17 9 8 00% 
Kent {1} 17 8 8 10u 
Derbyshire (8) 7 7 7T iu 
Lalceslershira {7) 17 7 7 0 I# 
3 6) 17 7 8 O24 
Sussex (10j 17 6 9 Ow 
Homans (ll 17 410 O0 iu 
(15) 17 410 0 3 
Essex 5] 17 412 0 2 
Durham (16) 17 115 O1% 
Surrey win on belter net run-rate, la 
scared/over minus runs concsded/oven 
Last season's positions in brackets 


@ Surreys chances of ending le 
season with a double were 
dented when their final coun; 
championship match with Glamor 
gan ended in a draw. Leicestershire 
look certain to secure the tille 
even if they fail to win their lb 
match against Middlesex, 
Leicestershire, on 272 points, ae 
14 points ahead of Surrey, with Kent 
a further point behind. If Leicesler. 
shire get maximum bonus pains 
from their last game a draw woul 
give them the 11 points required ul 
put the title beyond Surrey’s reach. ` 


them home with not too much 
sweat expended. 

What the new champions demon- 
strated was that their fragile “last 
furlong” temperament of recent 
years had been exorcised. The vic- 
tory against Warwickshire with two 
balls left and Northamptonshire ear- 
lier this month off the last delivery 
graphically made this professional 
point 

‘Three more wickets for Hollioake 
took hima to 39 for the season, more 
than anyone in the Sunday competi- 
tion. And he hardiy bowls in the 
county championship. 

Glamorgan had batted with a 
wariness reminiscent of a Highbury 
dressing-room, never managing to 
generate a decent sense of aggres- 
sion against steady rather than 
threatening bowling. James and 
Cottey were the exceptions, though 
they hit only three boundaries be- 
tween them. Croft's six to long-on 
waS a late solitary gesture in the 
sunlight. 

Not all at the Cardiff ground were 
apparently intent on the cricket, 
though. Two seagulls copulating on 
the outfield proved a lengthy diver- 
sion for a voyeuristic section of the 
crowd. Sky TV did not notice, it 
seems — or maybe they were sim- 
Ply leaving that scene to David At- 
tenborough and the BBC. 


and Alec Stewart congratulate 
PHOTOGRAPH: JEFF MORGAN 


overs and had passed 100 by the 
halfway stage. 

Butcher disappeared in the 13th 
over and the revitalised Brown {41) 
in the 16th. Then Stewart, who sur- 
vived a vaciferous first-ball lbw ap- 
peal, and Thorpe — caught with 
understandable carelessness with 
three to win — virtually steered 


Sports Diary Shiv Sharma 


Graham Thorpe, Martin Bicknell 
Aclam Hollloake on bowling Tony Cottee 


Gilbert said: “In the end the 
match became a formality althougl) 
it wasn't necessarily going to be 
easy on this wicket. It was just a 
matter of getting everyone in the 
club moving in the right direction." 

Surrey’s reply to Glamorgan's 159 
was always going to be a stroll, 
They had rattled 65 off the first 10 


Football Premiership: Leicester City O Liverpool 3 
ا‎ 
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Cricket Sunday League 


Surrey enjoy 
a stroll in 
the gardens 


Davld Foot In Cardiff 


OTHING could look less like 

‘The Oval than Sophia Gardens 
with its parkland aura and sheer 
Celtic cosiness, But the journey 
from the vast impersonal sporting 
citadel of Surrey — soon tû be soft- 
ened itself by landscaping — across 
the new Severn Bridge, was a cele- 
bratory one. 

Surrey won with almost embar- 
rassing ease by seven wickets with 
just over seven overs left. It was the 
first time they had carried off any 
kind of tille for 14 years. This one 
was worth £40,000 to them as Sun- 
day Lengııe clıanpions. 

Alec Stewart, aavouring county 
success for lhe first time in his 
lengthy Surrey career, sald: It has 
been İn every sense a team effort. 
David Gilbert had a huge task 
ahead of hin when he arrived, He 
has proved a great man-manager 
and the boys have responded,” 
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